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Introduction
We are pleased to provide you with the seventh edition of the Nebraska Health Information
Project Data Book. The Nebraska Health Information Project is a joint effort of the Nebraska Health and
Human Services System  and the University of Nebraska Medical Center. The Data Book is a companion to a
series of publications produced by the Nebraska Health Information Project, the most recent of which are listed
below. These and other publications are available to the public free of charge via the Internet. For more
information visit online at: http://www.unmc.edu/nebraska.

Volume 6, Number 1. (May 2005)
Health Insurance Status of
Nebraskans
Authors: Liyan Zu, Jane Meza, and Keith
Mueller
This Data Reporter describes the
health insurance status of Nebraskans
using data from a 2004 household
survey.

Volume 6, Number 2. (May 2005)
Making the Good Life Meaningful
for all Nebraskans: The Importance
of Health Insurance
Authors: Erin Carlson, Roslyn Fraser-
Maginn, and Keith Mueller
This Data Reporter presents findings
from data collected in 2004 that show
the relationship between health
insurance status and having access to
needed health care services.

For more information about the Nebraska Health Information Project, contact
The Nebraska Health Information Project

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Department of Preventive and Societal Medicine

984350 Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, Nebraska 68198-4350

Phone: 402-559-5260
Fax: 402-559-7259

http://www.unmc.edu/nebraska
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Demographics and Geography

Chapter 1: Demographics and Geography

Highlights

Population
In July 2004, Nebraska’s population was estimated to be 1,747,214,* a 2% increase from
July 2000.

Residence
Nebraska’s population has shifted residence between 1980 and 2000. U.S. Census Bureau
data show that since 1994, over half of Nebraskans live in metropolitan counties. Prior to
1994, most Nebraskans lived in non-metropolitan counties. As of July 1, 2004, 56.5 percent
of Nebraskans reside in metropolitan counties.

Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan Areas
The term “core based statistical area” became effective in 2000 and refers collectively to
metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas. The 2000 standards provide that each core
based statistical area must contain at least one urban area with a population of 10,000 or
more. Each metropolitan statistical area must have at least one urbanized area with a
population of 50,000 or more. Each micropolitan statistical area must have at least one urban
cluster with a population of at least 10,000 but less than 50,000.

Under this structure, Nebraska has 3 metropolitan statistical areas composed of 9 counties
and 10 micropolitan statistical areas composed of 20 counties. For the purposes of data
reporting in this publication, the term “metropolitan area” refers only to the 3 metropolitan
statistical areas in Nebraska and their related 9 counties. All micropolitan statistical areas and
related counties are considered non-metropolitan. When comparing previous Data Books to
the 2005 Data Book, note that, based on the 2000 Census, three more counties qualified as
metropolitan, thus increasing Nebraska’s total metropolitan counties from 6 to 9.

Age
By 2010, the U.S. Census Bureau projects that the number of Nebraskans overall will have
increased about 3.4 percent from 2000, while the U.S. population is expected to have
increased 9.8 percent during the same period. The Nebraska population aged 65 and older is
expected to increase 4.8 percent between 2000 and 2010. The comparable U.S. population
is expected to increase by 15 percent over that time period. By  2010, the Nebraska
population aged 0 through 64 is expected to increase by 3.2 percent from 2000 base
estimates; the comparable U.S. population is expected to increase approximately 9 percent.

Continued on page 2

*This population total is from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) and differs
slightly from the population total reported in other parts of chapter 1. ACS data were not used elsewhere
because of the need to report data at various geographic and demographic levels, which the ACS does
not provide.
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Highlights (continued)

Age (continued)
By 2030, the U.S. Census Bureau projects that the number of Nebraskans overall will have increased 6.4
percent from its 2000 population. The U.S. population is expected to increase by 29.2 percent during the
same 30-year period. The Nebraska population aged 65 and older is expected to increase by 61.9 percent
from 2000 to 2030, by far the largest increase in any age segment of the population for the period, but still
substantially lower than the expected U.S. population increase of 104.2 percent for the same age group.
The U.S. population aged 64 and younger is expected to increase by 18.5 percent from 2000 to 2030, and
Nebraska population aged 64 and younger is expected to decrease by 2.3 percent during the same period.

Race and Hispanic Origin
Minority and ethnic populations in Nebraska have been increasing at a rate greater than the White and non-
Hispanic population in the state. U.S. Census Bureau projections indicate that this trend will continue for the
foreseeable future. Between 1990 and 2000, racial minorities and those of Hispanic ethnicity increased by
4.21 as a percent of the total population, while census designated category White Alone decreased by 4.3
as a percent of the total population. Between 2000 and 2004, estimates of racial minorities (Blacks, Asians,
Native Hawaiians, Pacific Islanders, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, and multiple races) combined with
those of Hispanic ethnicity showed an increase of 1.9 percent of the state’s total population. The White
Alone population is expected to increase by 27 percent, while the White Alone Non-Hispanic population is
expected to decrease by 6.6 percent over the same four-year period.

Income and Poverty
In a comparison of two-year moving averages from 2002 through 2004, Nebraska’s median household
income decreased by $596, a decrease of 1.3 percent. This decrease was more pronounced than the
national decrease of $79, or 0.2 of a percent, during the same period. From 2000 to 2003, the number of
Nebraskans living at or below poverty increased by 1.1 percent, raising the total number of Nebraskans
living in poverty to 10 percent of the state’s population.

Chapter Profile

Population     

Total Population in Nebraska (Decennial)    
 1980 1,569,825    
 1990 1,578,385    
 2000 1,711,263    
     
Total Population in Nebraska (Estimates)    
 July 1, 2000 1,713,239    
 July 1, 2001 1,718,840    
 July 1, 2002 1,726,437    
 July 1, 2003 1,737,475    
 July 1, 2004 1,747,214*    
     
Age     

 Number and Percent of Nebraskans (Census 2000) who are   
 0 to 19 Years 504,336 29.5%   
 20 to 64 Years 974,732 57.0%   
 65 Years and Older 232,195 13.5%   
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2002, 2003, 2004.

*This population total is from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) and differs slightly from the population total
reported in other parts of chapter 1. ACS data were not used elsewhere because of the need to report data at various geographic
and demographic levels, which the ACS does not provide.

(1) Based on the Office of Management and Budget policy directive of October 1997, in the Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau
defines the minimum categories for race as American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific Islander, White, Some Other Race, or Two or More Races. There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/
Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S. Census Bureau considers race to be a separate
concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or
country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s parents or
ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.

Age (continued)   

 Number and Percent of Nebraskans (2004 Estimates) who are   
 0 to 19 Years 488,058 27.9%   
 20 to 64 Years 1,026,814 58.8%   
 65 Years and Older 231,803 13.3%   
     
Income     

Median Household Income 1999-2001 
Three-Year Average 

2002-2004 
Three-Year Average 

 Nebraska $42,518 $44,623 
 United States $42,873 $44,473 
 Nebraska Income as a Percent of the U.S. 99.17% 100.34% 
     
Median Household Income Census 2000 Census 2004 Estimate 
 Nebraska $39,250 $41,657 
 United States $41,994 $44,684 
     
Poverty     

Percent of Persons at or Below Federal Poverty Line 1999-2001 
Three-Year Average 

2002-2004 
Three-Year Average 

 Nebraska 9.7% 9.9% 
 United States 11.6% 12.4% 
     
Percent of Persons at or Below Federal Poverty Line Census 2000 Census 2004 Estimate 
 Nebraska 9.7% 11.0% 
 United States 12.4% 13.1% 
     
Race and Hispanic Origin(1)

    

 Number and Percent of Nebraskans who are Census 2000 Census 2004 Estimate 
 White Non-Hispanic 1,494,494 87.3% 1,496,640 85.7% 
 White Hispanic 38,767 2.3% 112,416 6.4% 
 Black Non-Hispanic 67,537 3.9% 72,127 4.1% 
 American Indian and Alaska Native Non-Hispanic 13,460 0.8% 14,383 0.8% 
 Asian Non-Hispanic 21,677 1.3% 26,215 1.5% 
 Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander Non-Hispanic 647 0.04% 790 0.0% 
 Some Other Race/Multiple Race Non-Hispanic 19,023 1.1% – – 
 Hispanic Any Race 94,425 5.5% 119,975 6.9% 
 Two or More Races – – 18,859 1.1% 
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Figure 1.2 - Percent Change in Total Population, Nebraska and Health Planning
Regions 1990 to 2000

Population Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Cartography: Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.

Region I
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  -0.7%

HPR Boundaries
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 Northern
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Southwest
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 Central
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 Region V
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 +10.7 %

Region VI
 Eastern
+ 12.9 %

Figure 1.3 - Estimated Change in Total Population, Nebraska and Health Planning
Regions 2000 to 2004

Population Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2005.
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/asrh/files/cc_est2004_6race_31.csv.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Cartography: Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.
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Table 1.1 - Geographic Distribution of Population, Nebraska and Substate Areas
1980, 1990, 2000, and 2004

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates and Population Distribution Branches. Intercensal Estimates of the Resident
Population of States and Counties 1980-1989, issued March 1992 (see http://www.census.gov/population/www/estimates/
countypop.html); U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Redistricting Data (P.L. 94-171) Summary File and 1990 Census (see http://
www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/phc-t4.html). Internet release date: April 2, 2001; and U.S. Census Bureau, American
Community Survey, July 1, 2004 (see http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/asrh/files/cc_est2004_agesex_31.csv).

Note: Metropolitan designations are updated during intercensal periods. The two most recept updates were in June of 1993
(reflected in the 2000 data) and June of 2003 (reflected in the 2004 estimates). For further information about metropolitan and non-
metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

1980 1990 2000 2004
Nebraska 1,569,825 1,578,385 1,711,263 1,747,214

100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Western 98,244 91,049 90,410 87,917
6.3% 5.8% 5.3% 5.0%

Southwest 114,631 102,920 107,635 106,157
7.3% 6.5% 6.3% 6.1%

Central 215,690 208,846 217,819 218,171
13.7% 13.2% 12.7% 12.5%

Northern 273,080 260,980 271,328 267,614
17.4% 16.5% 15.9% 15.3%

Southeast 385,127 395,563 437,891 449,270
24.5% 25.1% 25.6% 25.7%

Eastern 483,053 519,027 586,180 618,085
30.8% 32.9% 34.3% 35.4%

Non-metropolitan 841,510 791,050 811,425 366,921
53.6% 50.1% 47.4% 21.0%

Metropolitan 728,315 787,335 899,838 988,628
46.4% 49.9% 52.6% 56.6%

Micropolitan – – – 391,665
– – – 22.4%
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Table 1.4 - Population Census, Estimates by County, and Percent Change Over Time,
Nebraska April 1, 2000, to July 1, 2004

Continued . . .

April 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July1, Percent
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Change

County Census Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 2000-04
Adams 3 31,151 31,174 31,222 30,979 30,913 -0.8%
Antelope 4 7,452 7,287 7,307 7,204 7,111 -4.6%
Arthur 2 444 420 416 408 402 -9.5%
Banner 1 819 818 765 767 762 -7.0%
Blaine 3 583 551 529 537 518 -11.1%
Boone 4 6,259 6,126 6,080 5,902 5,831 -6.8%
Box Butte 1 12,158 11,904 11,868 11,610 11,388 -6.3%
Boyd 4 2,438 2,360 2,317 2,315 2,267 -7.0%
Brown 4 3,525 3,521 3,518 3,472 3,430 -2.7%
Buffalo 3 42,259 42,378 42,765 43,053 43,406 2.7%
Burt 4 7,791 7,735 7,610 7,492 7,490 -3.9%
Butler 5 8,863 8,887 8,854 8,853 8,813 -0.6%
Cass* 5 24,334 24,631 24,839 25,274 25,671 5.5%
Cedar 4 9,615 9,411 9,264 9,209 9,059 -5.8%
Chase 2 4,068 3,973 3,991 4,030 3,961 -2.6%
Cherry 4 6,148 6,133 6,167 6,047 6,071 -1.3%
Cheyenne 1 9,830 9,940 9,964 9,921 9,902 0.7%
Clay 3 7,039 6,932 6,921 6,876 6,778 -3.7%
Colfax 4 10,441 10,510 10,555 10,494 10,498 0.5%
Cuming 4 10,203 10,115 10,005 9,854 9,786 -4.1%
Custer 3 11,793 11,631 11,501 11,508 11,515 -2.4%
Dakota* 4 20,253 20,362 20,339 20,609 20,612 1.8%
Dawes 1 9,060 8,993 8,996 8,985 8,746 -3.5%
Dawson 2 24,365 24,665 24,613 24,568 24,532 0.7%
Deuel 1 2,098 2,091 2,065 2,052 2,019 -3.8%
Dixon* 4 6,339 6,262 6,246 6,141 6,110 -3.6%
Dodge 4 36,160 36,131 35,989 36,043 36,066 -0.3%
Douglas* 6 463,585 468,437 472,744 476,464 482,112 4.0%
Dundy 2 2,292 2,217 2,222 2,213 2,202 -3.9%
Fillmore 5 6,634 6,577 6,530 6,467 6,462 -2.6%
Franklin 3 3,574 3,469 3,464 3,462 3,425 -4.2%
Frontier 2 3,099 3,028 2,963 2,908 2,875 -7.2%
Furnas 2 5,324 5,224 5,242 5,203 5,128 -3.7%
Gage 5 22,993 23,094 23,121 23,379 23,436 1.9%
Garden 1 2,292 2,249 2,194 2,219 2,170 -5.3%
Garfield 3 1,902 1,890 1,879 1,846 1,838 -3.4%
Gosper 2 2,143 2,070 2,057 2,076 2,034 -5.1%
Grant 2 747 739 706 695 670 -10.3%
Greeley 3 2,714 2,682 2,653 2,613 2,537 -6.5%
Hall 3 53,534 53,477 53,613 54,306 54,862 2.5%
Hamilton 3 9,403 9,370 9,371 9,472 9,484 0.9%
Harlan 3 3,786 3,730 3,635 3,677 3,641 -3.8%
Hayes 2 1,068 1,096 1,109 1,100 1,115 4.4%
Hitchcock 2 3,111 3,077 3,023 3,038 3,021 -2.9%
Holt 4 11,551 11,352 11,191 11,094 10,858 -6.0%
Hooker 2 783 752 745 744 749 -4.3%
Howard 3 6,567 6,492 6,479 6,640 6,722 2.4%
Jefferson 5 8,333 8,284 8,250 8,108 8,090 -2.9%

Region(1)
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Table 1.4 (continued) - Population Census, Estimates by County, and Percent Change
Over Time, Nebraska April 1, 2000, to July 1, 2004

Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau. Table CO-EST2002-01-31-Nebraska County Population Estimates: July 1, 2001 to
July 1, 2002. Release date: April 17, 2003. See http://eire.census.gov/popest/data/counties/tables/CO-EST2002/CO-EST2002-02-
31.php. Population estimates for 2003 and 2004 obtained from U.S. Census Bureau, http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/
CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

April 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, Percent
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 Change

County Census Estimate Estimate Estimate Estimate 2000-04
Johnson 5 4,488 4,381 4,449 4,515 4,563 1.7%
Kearney 3 6,882 6,887 6,853 6,849 6,880 0.0%
Keith 2 8,875 8,773 8,729 8,481 8,401 -5.3%
Keya Paha 4 983 960 962 948 938 -4.6%
Kimball 1 4,089 3,986 3,957 3,844 3,783 -7.5%
Knox 4 9,374 9,174 9,082 9,058 8,995 -4.0%
Lancaster* 5 250,291 253,742 257,513 260,007 261,545 4.5%
Lincoln 2 34,632 34,549 34,390 34,721 34,979 1.0%
Logan 2 774 764 743 713 710 -8.3%
Loup 3 712 719 739 742 703 -1.3%
Madison 4 35,226 35,657 36,035 35,812 35,752 1.5%
McPherson 2 533 541 546 533 524 -1.7%
Merrick 3 8,204 8,037 8,033 8,108 8,101 -1.3%
Morrill 1 5,440 5,386 5,291 5,294 5,252 -3.5%
Nance 4 4,038 4,002 3,911 3,764 3,751 -7.1%
Nemaha 5 7,576 7,426 7,306 7,144 7,067 -6.7%
Nuckolls 3 5,057 4,965 4,843 4,858 4,833 -4.4%
Otoe 5 15,396 15,486 15,458 15,438 15,488 0.6%
Pawnee 5 3,087 3,019 3,030 2,889 2,842 -7.9%
Perkins 2 3,200 3,107 3,065 3,044 3,081 -3.7%
Phelps 3 9,747 9,681 9,593 9,618 9,632 -1.2%
Pierce 4 7,857 7,854 7,846 7,715 7,692 -2.1%
Platte 4 31,566 31,462 31,215 31,223 31,245 -1.0%
Polk 5 5,639 5,523 5,518 5,480 5,408 -4.1%
Red Willow 2 11,448 11,450 11,372 11,221 11,131 -2.8%
Richardson 5 9,531 9,259 9,094 8,956 8,884 -6.8%
Rock 4 1,756 1,736 1,714 1,606 1,579 -10.1%
Saline 5 13,843 13,976 14,121 14,258 14,275 3.1%
Sarpy* 6 122,595 126,377 129,319 132,090 135,973 10.9%
Saunders* 5 19,830 19,956 19,894 20,065 20,344 2.6%
Scotts Bluff 1 36,951 36,648 36,764 36,804 36,631 -0.9%
Seward* 5 16,496 16,645 16,665 16,552 16,656 1.0%
Sheridan 1 6,198 6,002 6,064 5,841 5,817 -6.1%
Sherman 3 3,318 3,242 3,173 3,148 3,175 -4.3%
Sioux 1 1,475 1,422 1,426 1,485 1,447 -1.9%
Stanton 4 6,455 6,420 6,536 6,574 6,520 1.0%
Thayer 5 6,055 5,873 5,692 5,627 5,498 -9.2%
Thomas 2 729 713 699 670 642 -11.9%
Thurston 4 7,171 7,177 7,199 7,136 7,134 -0.5%
Valley 3 4,647 4,601 4,542 4,611 4,521 -2.7%
Washington* 4 18,780 19,125 19,211 19,549 19,605 4.4%
Wayne 4 9,851 9,675 9,497 9,491 9,214 -6.5%
Webster 3 4,061 4,014 3,973 3,887 3,876 -4.6%
Wheeler 3 886 868 876 828 811 -8.5%
York 5 14,598 14,532 14,345 14,351 14,228 -2.5%

Nebraska 1,711,263 1,720,039 1,729,180 1,737,475 1,747,214 2.1%

Region(1)
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Table 1.5  - Number and Percent of Population in Selected Age Categories by Sex,
Nebraska 2000

Table 1.6  - Nebraska Population Estimates by Sex in Selected Age Categories
April 1, 2000, to July 1, 2004

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1, Matrices P13 and PCT12. See http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/
QTTable?ds_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U&geo_id=04000US31&qr_name=DEC_2000_SF1_U_QTP1.

Note: Due to rounding, percentages may not total 100.

Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of the Population by Sex and Age for Nebraska:April 1, 2000 to
July 1, 2003 SC-EST2003-02-3, Release Date: September 30, 2004; 2004 data:http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/asrh/files/
cc_est2004_alldata_31.csv.

Age Group Total Male Female

19 and Younger 504,336       258,097         246,239         
29.5% 30.6% 28.4%

20 through 64 974,732       489,624         485,108         
57.0% 58.1% 55.9%

65 and Older 232,195       95,630           136,565         
13.6% 11.3% 15.7%

All Ages 1,711,263    843,351         867,912         
100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Age Group

April 1,
2000

Census

July 1,
2000

Estimate 

July 1,
2001

Estimate 

July 1,
2002

Estimate 

July 1,
2003

Estimate 

July 1,
2004

Estimate 
Male

19 and Younger 258,097 254,991 254,128 252,565 253,383 250,089
30.6% 30.2% 30.0% 29.6% 29.5% 29.0%

20 through 64 489,624 493,758 498,167 504,527 509,289 517,028
58.1% 58.5% 58.7% 59.1% 59.3% 59.9%

65 and Older 95,630 95,772 96,126 96,403 96,612 96,511
11.3% 11.3% 11.3% 11.3% 11.2% 11.2%

All Ages 843,351 844,521 848,421 853,495 859,284 863,628

Female
19 and Younger 246,239 243,269 242,555 241,017 241,686 238,508

28.4% 28.0% 27.8% 27.5% 27.5% 27.0%

20 through 64 485,108 489,034 492,842 498,937 502,546 509,786
55.9% 56.3% 56.5% 57.0% 57.1% 57.7%

65 and Older 136,565 136,551 136,221 135,731 135,775 135,292
15.7% 15.7% 15.6% 15.5% 15.4% 15.3%

All Ages 867,912 868,854 871,618 875,685 880,007 883,586
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3.4%

4.8%

3.2%

All Ages

65 and Older

64 and Younger

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date:
April 21, 2005.

2000

Population Pyramids of Nebraska
Percent of Total Population

2010

5 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 55 4 3 2 1 0 1 2 3 4 5

  0 - 4
  5 - 9
10 - 14
15 - 19
20 - 24
25 - 29
30 - 34
35 - 39
40 - 44
45 - 49
50 - 54
55 - 59
60 - 64
65 - 69
70 - 74
75 - 79
80 - 84
  85+

Male FemaleMale Female

Figure 1.7 -   Projection of Population Change by Age, Nebraska 2000 to 2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date:
April 21, 2005.

Figure 1.8 - Projection of Population Change by Age Group and Gender, Nebraska
2000 to 2010
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Table 1.7 - Projection of Population Change by Age and Gender, Nebraska 2000 to 2010

Table 1.8 - Projection of Population Change by Age Group and Gender, Nebraska 2000 to
2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

Table 1.9 - Change in Median Age, Dependency Ratio, Children to Women Ratio, and
Gender Ratios by Age, Nebraska 2000 to 2010

Percent Percent
Age Group Total Male Female Total Total Male Female Total Number Percent
Total 1,711,263 843,351 867,912 100.0 1,768,997 875,189 893,808 100.0 57,734 3.4
  0 - 4 117,048 59,681 57,367 6.8 127,806 65,496 62,310 7.2 10,758 9.2
  5 - 9 123,445 63,001 60,444 7.2 126,335 65,197 61,138 7.1 2,890 2.3
10 - 14 128,934 66,180 62,754 7.5 119,302 61,865 57,437 6.7 -9,632 -7.5
15 - 19 134,909 69,235 65,674 7.9 122,890 63,590 59,300 6.9 -12,019 -8.9
20 - 24 120,331 61,301 59,030 7.0 119,365 61,716 57,649 6.7 -966 -0.8
25 - 29 112,049 57,373 54,676 6.5 119,603 61,532 58,071 6.8 7,554 6.7
30 - 34 111,224 56,673 54,551 6.5 113,423 57,062 56,361 6.4 2,199 2.0
35 - 39 130,027 65,339 64,688 7.6 108,456 54,237 54,219 6.1 -21,571 -16.6
40 - 44 133,807 67,281 66,526 7.8 108,273 54,040 54,233 6.1 -25,534 -19.1
45 - 49 122,714 61,050 61,664 7.2 124,407 61,606 62,801 7.0 1,693 1.4
50 - 54 103,040 51,556 51,484 6.0 127,131 63,302 63,829 7.2 24,091 23.4
55 - 59 77,584 38,280 39,304 4.5 114,811 56,583 58,228 6.5 37,227 48.0
60 - 64 63,956 30,771 33,185 3.7 93,882 45,822 48,060 5.3 29,926 46.8
65 - 69 59,391 27,728 31,663 3.5 66,674 31,839 34,835 3.8 7,283 12.3
70 - 74 56,308 25,337 30,971 3.3 51,962 23,864 28,098 2.9 -4,346 -7.7
75 - 79 47,991 20,320 27,671 2.8 44,461 19,196 25,265 2.5 -3,530 -7.4
80 - 84 34,552 12,683 21,869 2.0 36,986 14,672 22,314 2.1 2,434 7.0
85+ 33,953 9,562 24,391 2.0 43,230 13,570 29,660 2.4 9,277 27.3

Census 2000 2000 - 2010 Change
Number Number Total

Projection 2010

Percent Percent
Age Group Total Male Female Total Total Male Female Total Number Percent
Under 18 450,242 230,386 219,856 26.3 446,256 230,396 215,860 25.2 -3,986 -0.9
5-17 333,194 170,705 162,489 19.5 318,450 164,900 153,550 18.0 -14,744 -4.4
18-24 174,425 89,012 85,413 10.2 169,442 87,468 81,974 9.6 -4,983 -2.9
25-44 487,107 246,666 240,441 28.5 449,755 226,871 222,884 25.4 -37,352 -7.7
45-64 367,294 181,657 185,637 21.5 460,231 227,313 232,918 26.0 92,937 25.3
65+ 232,195 95,630 136,565 13.6 243,313 103,141 140,172 13.8 11,118 4.8

2000 - 2010 Change
Number Number Total

Census 2000 Projection 2010

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

(1) Dependency ratio = (age under 20 + age 65 and older) / (age 20-64) X 100.
(2) Youth dependency ratio = age under 20 / age 20- 64 X 100.
(3) Old age dependency ratio = age 65 and older / age 20 - 64 X 100.
(4) Child-women ratio = age under 5 / Female 15 - 44 X 100.
(5) Sex ratio = male / female X 100.

2000 2010 Change
Median Age 35.3 36.7 1.3
   Male 34.0 35.1 1.1
   Female 36.6 38.2 1.7

Dependency Ratio(1) 75.6 71.9 -3.7
   Youth(2) 51.7 48.2 -3.5
   Old Age(3) 23.8 23.6 -0.2

Child-Women Ratio(4) 32.1 37.6 5.6

Gender Ratio(5) 97.2 97.9 0.7
   Under 18 104.8 106.7 1.9
   18-64 101.1 100.7 -0.4
   65-84 76.7 81.1 4.3
   85+ 39.2 45.8 6.5

Demographic Indicator
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64 and Younger

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date:
April 21, 2005.

Figure 1.9 - Projection of Population Change by Age, Nebraska 2000 to 2020

Figure 1.10 - Projection of Population Change by Age Group and Gender, Nebraska
2000 to 2020

2000

Population Pyramids of Nebraska
Percent of Total Population

2020
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Male FemaleMale Female

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date:
April 21, 2005.
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Table 1.10 - Projection of Population Change by Age and Gender, Nebraska 2000 to 2020

Table 1.11 - Projection of Population Change by Age Group and Gender, Nebraska 2000
to 2020

Table 1.12 - Change in Median Age, Dependency Ratio, Children to Women Ratio, and
Gender Ratios by Age, Nebraska 2000 to 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

Percent Percent
Age Group Total Male Female Total Total Male Female Total Number Percent
Under 18 450,242 230,386 219,856 26.3 458,612 237,597 221,015 25.4 8,370 1.9
5-17 333,194 170,705 162,489 19.5 332,196 172,884 159,312 18.4 -998 -0.3
18-24 174,425 89,012 85,413 10.2 160,703 84,091 76,612 8.9 -13,722 -7.9
25-44 487,107 246,666 240,441 28.5 439,958 221,741 218,217 24.4 -47,149 -9.7
45-64 367,294 181,657 185,637 21.5 434,411 213,499 220,912 24.1 67,117 18.3
65+ 232,195 95,630 136,565 13.6 308,994 135,329 173,665 17.1 76,799 33.1

2000 - 2020 Change
Number Number Total

Census 2000 Projection 2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

(1) Dependency ratio = (age under 20 + age 65 and older) / (age 20-64) X 100.
(2) Youth dependency ratio = age under 20 / age 20- 64 X 100.
(3) Old age dependency ratio = age 65 and older / age 20 - 64 X 100.
(4) Child-women ratio = age under 5 / Female 15 - 44 X 100.
(5) Sex ratio = male / female X 100.

2000 2020 Change
Median Age 35.3 37.9 2.5
   Male 34.0 36.1 2.2
   Female 36.6 39.6 3.0

Dependency Ratio(1) 75.6 82.9 7.3
   Youth(2) 51.7 51.5 -0.2
   Old Age(3) 23.8 31.3 7.5

Child-Women Ratio(4) 32.1 38.2 6.1

Gender Ratio(5) 97.2 98.0 0.8
   Under 18 104.8 107.5 2.7
   18-64 101.1 100.7 -0.4
   65-84 76.7 84.6 7.9
   85+ 39.2 48.5 9.3

Demographic Indicator

Percent Percent
Age Group Total Male Female Total Total Male Female Total Number Percent
Total 1,711,263 843,351 867,912 100.0 1,802,678 892,257 910,421 100.0 91,415 5.3
0 - 4 117,048 59,681 57,367 6.8 126,416 64,713 61,703 7.0 9,368 8.0
5 - 9 123,445 63,001 60,444 7.2 127,748 65,903 61,845 7.1 4,303 3.5
10 - 14 128,934 66,180 62,754 7.5 128,125 66,920 61,205 7.1 -809 -0.6
15 - 19 134,909 69,235 65,674 7.9 125,602 65,903 59,699 7.0 -9,307 -6.9
20 - 24 120,331 61,301 59,030 7.0 111,424 58,249 53,175 6.2 -8,907 -7.4
25 - 29 112,049 57,373 54,676 6.5 108,809 56,225 52,584 6.0 -3,240 -2.9
30 - 34 111,224 56,673 54,551 6.5 108,991 55,367 53,624 6.0 -2,233 -2.0
35 - 39 130,027 65,339 64,688 7.6 113,176 56,711 56,465 6.3 -16,851 -13.0
40 - 44 133,807 67,281 66,526 7.8 108,982 53,438 55,544 6.0 -24,825 -18.6
45 - 49 122,714 61,050 61,664 7.2 104,521 51,214 53,307 5.8 -18,193 -14.8
50 - 54 103,040 51,556 51,484 6.0 102,261 50,811 51,450 5.7 -779 -0.8
55 - 59 77,584 38,280 39,304 4.5 114,717 56,512 58,205 6.4 37,133 47.9
60 - 64 63,956 30,771 33,185 3.7 112,912 54,962 57,950 6.3 48,956 76.5
65 - 69 59,391 27,728 31,663 3.5 97,652 46,576 51,076 5.4 38,261 64.4
70 - 74 56,308 25,337 30,971 3.3 76,412 35,719 40,693 4.2 20,104 35.7
75 - 79 47,991 20,320 27,671 2.8 51,155 22,717 28,438 2.8 3,164 6.6
80 - 84 34,552 12,683 21,869 2.0 35,810 14,650 21,160 2.0 1,258 3.6
85+ 33,953 9,562 24,391 2.0 47,965 15,667 32,298 2.7 14,012 41.3

Census 2000 2000 - 2020 Change
Number Number Total

Projection 2020
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Figure 1.11 - Projection of Population Change by Age, Nebraska 2000 to 2030

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date:
April 21, 2005.
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Figure 1.12 - Projection of Population Change by Age Group and Gender, Nebraska
2000 to 2030
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date:
April 21, 2005.
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Table 1.13 - Projection of Population Change by Age and Gender, Nebraska 2000 to 2030

Table 1.15 - Change in Median Age, Dependency Ratio, Children to Women Ratio, and
Gender Ratios by Age, Nebraska 2000 to 2030

Table 1.14 - Projection of Population Change by Age Group and Gender, Nebraska 2000
to 2030

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005. Internet Release Date: April 21, 2005.

(1) Dependency ratio = (age under 20 + age 65 and older) / (age 20-64) X 100.
(2) Youth dependency ratio = age under 20 / age 20- 64 X 100.
(3) Old age dependency ratio = age 65 and older / age 20 - 64 X 100.
(4) Child-women ratio = age under 5 / Female 15 - 44 X 100.
(5) Sex ratio = male / female X 100.

2000 2030 Change
Median Age 35.3 38.4 3.1
   Male 34.0 36.3 2.3
   Female 36.6 40.5 4.0

Dependency Ratio(1) 75.6 94.1 18.5
   Youth(2) 51.7 54.0 2.3
   Old Age(3) 23.8 40.1 16.3

Child-Women Ratio(4) 32.1 39.3 7.3

Gender Ratio(5) 97.2 97.8 0.6
   Under 18 104.8 107.6 2.8
   18-64 101.1 101.6 0.5
   65-84 76.7 84.1 7.4
   85+ 39.2 52.4 13.2

Demographic Indicator

Percent Percent
Age Group Total Male Female Total Total Male Female Total Number Percent
Total 1,711,263 843,351 867,912 100.0 1,820,247 899,957 920,290 100.0 108,984 6.4
0 - 4 117,048 59,681 57,367 6.8 127,221 65,035 62,186 7.0 10,173 8.7
5 - 9 123,445 63,001 60,444 7.2 126,215 65,142 61,073 6.9 2,770 2.2
10 - 14 128,934 66,180 62,754 7.5 126,607 66,246 60,361 7.0 -2,327 -1.8
15 - 19 134,909 69,235 65,674 7.9 126,664 66,559 60,105 7.0 -8,245 -6.1
20 - 24 120,331 61,301 59,030 7.0 118,617 62,423 56,194 6.5 -1,714 -1.4
25 - 29 112,049 57,373 54,676 6.5 110,978 58,156 52,822 6.1 -1,071 -1.0
30 - 34 111,224 56,673 54,551 6.5 102,992 52,946 50,046 5.7 -8,232 -7.4
35 - 39 130,027 65,339 64,688 7.6 103,582 52,095 51,487 5.7 -26,445 -20.3
40 - 44 133,807 67,281 66,526 7.8 104,218 51,442 52,776 5.7 -29,589 -22.1
45 - 49 122,714 61,050 61,664 7.2 108,486 53,119 55,367 6.0 -14,228 -11.6
50 - 54 103,040 51,556 51,484 6.0 102,285 49,973 52,312 5.6 -755 -0.7
55 - 59 77,584 38,280 39,304 4.5 95,922 47,222 48,700 5.3 18,338 23.6
60 - 64 63,956 30,771 33,185 3.7 90,649 44,271 46,378 5.0 26,693 41.7
65 - 69 59,391 27,728 31,663 3.5 97,100 46,430 50,670 5.3 37,709 63.5
70 - 74 56,308 25,337 30,971 3.3 91,901 42,916 48,985 5.0 35,593 63.2
75 - 79 47,991 20,320 27,671 2.8 76,087 33,768 42,319 4.2 28,096 58.5
80 - 84 34,552 12,683 21,869 2.0 54,537 22,891 31,646 3.0 19,985 57.8
85+ 33,953 9,562 24,391 2.0 56,186 19,323 36,863 3.1 22,233 65.5

Census 2000 2000 - 2030 Change
Number Number Total

Projection 2030

Percent Percent
Age Group Total Male Female Total Total Male Female Total Number Percent
Under 18 450,242 230,386 219,856 26.3 456,338 236,540 219,798 25.1 6,096 1.4
5-17 333,194 170,705 162,489 19.5 329,117 171,505 157,612 18.1 -4,077 -1.2
18-24 174,425 89,012 85,413 10.2 168,986 88,865 80,121 9.3 -5,439 -3.1
25-44 487,107 246,666 240,441 28.5 421,770 214,639 207,131 23.2 -65,337 -13.4
45-64 367,294 181,657 185,637 21.5 397,342 194,585 202,757 21.8 30,048 8.2
65+ 232,195 95,630 136,565 13.6 375,811 165,328 210,483 20.6 143,616 61.9

2000 - 2030 Change
Number Number Total

Census 2000 Projection 2030
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Table 1.19 - County Population by Race and Ethnicity,(1) Nebraska 2000

(1)

Continued . . .

Ethnicity Race
American

Indian Native
& Alaska Hawaiian

White Non- White White Black Native Asian & Other Pacific Multiple
County Hispanic Hispanic Total Alone Alone Alone Alone Islander Alone Races
Adams 3 28,755 1,352 1,428 30,107 217 126 507 11 183
Antelope 4 7,343 52 52 7,395 4 23 4 0 26
Arthur 2 429 5 6 434 0 1 3 1 5
Banner 1 769 41 46 810 1 2 1 0 5
Blaine 3 576 1 1 577 0 3 0 0 3
Boone 4 6,184 54 56 6,238 3 3 2 2 11
Box Butte 1 10,675 855 930 11,530 47 347 65 1 168
Boyd 4 2,409 2 2 2,411 0 14 4 0 9
Brown 4 3,462 25 29 3,487 1 7 10 1 19
Buffalo 3 39,383 1,896 1,970 41,279 247 149 295 18 271
Burt 4 7,542 87 98 7,629 14 84 15 2 47
Butler 5 8,562 130 145 8,692 12 12 11 10 30
Cass* 5 23,619 336 355 23,955 44 73 89 4 169
Cedar 4 9,510 39 41 9,549 10 19 5 1 31
Chase 2 3,902 138 139 4,040 7 4 7 1 9
Cherry 4 5,772 47 57 5,819 5 200 26 15 83
Cheyenne 1 9,245 414 438 9,659 15 68 39 3 46
Clay 3 6,729 229 245 6,958 19 24 21 0 17
Colfax 4 7,633 2,653 2,732 10,286 12 35 39 21 48
Cuming 4 9,563 544 559 10,107 15 30 20 3 28
Custer 3 11,564 104 108 11,668 8 48 18 0 51
Dakota* 4 14,388 4,430 4,581 18,818 137 417 655 13 213
Dawes 1 8,384 182 220 8,566 79 269 28 5 113
Dawson 2 17,765 5,976 6,178 23,741 116 204 178 13 113
Deuel 1 2,016 54 57 2,070 1 9 8 0 10
Dixon 4 5,932 332 348 6,264 2 32 17 2 22
Dodge 4 34,132 1,317 1,421 35,449 173 127 188 40 183
Douglas* 6 363,253 28,918 30,928 392,171 54,111 3,016 8,142 288 5,857
Dundy 2 2,172 72 74 2,244 1 18 11 1 17
Fillmore 5 6,445 93 110 6,538 14 40 4 1 37
Franklin 3 3,529 22 23 3,551 0 10 2 0 11
Frontier 2 3,036 22 30 3,058 4 8 9 0 20
Furnas 2 5,199 56 61 5,255 4 22 12 0 31
Gage 5 22,361 169 196 22,530 73 134 68 12 176
Garden 1 2,235 31 33 2,266 3 6 6 0 11
Garfield 3 1,868 19 19 1,887 0 4 1 1 9
Gosper 2 2,102 27 27 2,129 0 3 6 0 5
Grant 2 734 10 10 744 0 1 2 0 0
Greeley 3 2,659 21 23 2,680 18 2 2 0 12
Hall 3 44,891 7,211 7,497 52,102 258 182 624 80 288
Hamilton 3 9,216 103 107 9,319 18 11 22 0 33
Harlan 3 3,729 29 29 3,758 5 4 3 1 15
Hayes 2 1,030 27 27 1,057 2 0 3 0 6
Hitchcock 2 3,032 41 44 3,073 3 9 4 0 22
Holt 4 11,379 70 82 11,449 8 37 21 6 30
Hooker 2 766 8 8 774 0 3 1 0 5
Howard 3 6,443 65 66 6,508 20 16 6 2 15
Jefferson 5 8,149 96 109 8,245 7 33 16 3 29
Johnson 5 4,168 119 129 4,287 5 21 149 1 25
Kearney 3 6,662 145 161 6,807 15 14 17 1 28
Keith 2 8,393 342 375 8,735 11 73 16 0 40
Keya Paha 4 941 38 38 979 0 2 0 0 2
Kimball 1 3,878 133 136 4,011 9 27 4 1 37
Knox 4 8,567 64 85 8,631 8 670 15 4 46

Hispanic(3)

Region(2)
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Table 1.19 (Continued) - County Population by Race and Ethnicity,(1) Nebraska 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/asrh/CC-EST2004-RACE6.html.
.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 30, 1993. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

(1) Based on the Office of Management and Budget policy directive of October 1997, in Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau
defines the minimum categories for race as American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander, White, Some Other Race, or Two or More Races. There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/
Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S. Census Bureau considers race to be a separate
concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or
country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s parents or
ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) Hispanic may be of any race, therefore totals will exceed 100% of total population.

Ethnicity Race
American

Indian Native
& Alaska Hawaiian

White Non- White White Black Native Asian & Other Pacific Multiple
County Hispanic Hispanic Total Alone Alone Alone Alone Islander Alone Races
Lancaster* 5 222,964 7,569 8,437 230,533 7,304 1,676 7,257 175 3,346
Lincoln 2 32,099 1,765 1,880 33,864 204 207 135 8 214
Logan 2 756 7 7 763 1 8 0 0 2
Loup 3 696 12 12 708 0 2 1 0 1
Madison 4 31,145 2,886 3,042 34,031 357 459 152 15 212
McPherson 2 523 8 8 531 0 0 2 0 0
Merrick 3 7,978 152 168 8,130 18 14 17 1 24
Morrill 1 4,824 540 549 5,364 4 40 12 0 20
Nance 4 3,960 38 46 3,998 0 19 2 0 19
Nemaha 5 7,365 62 76 7,427 32 23 47 3 44
Nuckolls 3 4,980 51 51 5,031 1 3 8 0 14
Otoe 5 14,827 367 377 15,194 44 34 38 5 81
Pawnee 5 3,042 19 21 3,061 0 6 8 0 12
Perkins 2 3,098 72 74 3,170 1 9 7 0 13
Phelps 3 9,425 194 220 9,619 13 27 27 5 56
Pierce 4 7,720 53 56 7,773 6 28 16 2 32
Platte 4 29,155 1,933 2,072 31,088 125 108 130 16 195
Polk 5 5,544 48 61 5,592 1 16 5 0 25
Red Willow 2 11,030 263 281 11,293 19 49 19 2 66
Richardson 5 9,083 78 100 9,161 18 222 14 0 116
Rock 4 1,735 5 9 1,740 0 8 3 0 5
Saline 5 12,518 877 911 13,395 58 53 241 4 92
Sarpy* 6 107,054 4,874 5,358 111,928 5,493 547 2,412 113 2,102
Saunders 5 19,414 196 205 19,610 22 57 44 1 96
Scotts Bluff 1 29,508 6,043 6,352 35,551 126 771 231 16 256
Seward 5 16,086 159 179 16,245 48 34 48 16 105
Sheridan 1 5,439 58 91 5,497 5 574 11 1 110
Sherman 3 3,255 29 34 3,284 2 7 8 1 16
Sioux 1 1,430 33 34 1,463 0 2 3 0 7
Stanton 4 6,201 139 149 6,340 27 31 13 0 44
Thayer 5 5,943 58 61 6,001 1 17 7 0 29
Thomas 2 720 6 6 726 0 2 0 0 1
Thurston 4 3,262 73 174 3,335 11 3,738 4 0 83
Valley 3 4,534 65 75 4,599 7 15 5 3 18
Washington* 4 18,319 185 202 18,504 66 38 55 21 96
Wayne 4 9,485 141 146 9,626 95 34 35 1 60
Webster 3 3,972 22 22 3,994 6 11 19 3 28
Wheeler 3 879 5 5 884 0 2 0 0 0
York 5 14,063 175 205 14,238 142 47 71 12 88

Nebraska 1,497,111 88,506 94,425 1,585,617 70,043 15,634 22,528 993 16,448

Region(2)
Hispanic(3)
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Table 1.20 - County Population by Race and Ethnicity,(1) Nebraska 2004

Continued . . .

Ethnicity Race
American

Indian Native
& Alaska Hawaiian

White Non- White White Black Native Asian & Other Pacific Multiple
County Hispanic Hispanic Total Alone Alone Alone Alone Islander Alone Races
Adams 3 27,983 1,620 1,704 29,603 238 161 702 3 206
Antelope 4 6,995 74 74 7,069 5 21 3 0 13
Arthur 2 388 8 9 396 0 0 4 1 1
Banner 1 715 42 46 757 1 2 0 0 2
Blaine 3 514 1 1 515 0 3 0 0 0
Boone 4 5,756 65 65 5,821 3 1 0 1 5
Box Butte 1 9,796 942 1,005 10,738 55 373 73 0 149
Boyd 4 2,242 4 4 2,246 0 14 4 0 3
Brown 4 3,370 29 29 3,399 0 8 12 0 11
Buffalo 3 40,152 2,222 2,282 42,374 303 180 247 3 299
Burt 4 7,236 91 100 7,327 22 92 18 0 31
Butler 5 8,517 224 239 8,741 12 15 11 16 18
Cass* 5 24,768 380 390 25,148 100 70 126 0 227
Cedar 4 8,950 48 48 8,998 11 25 1 0 24
Chase 2 3,785 151 152 3,936 7 5 8 0 5
Cherry 4 5,624 48 58 5,672 6 247 30 18 98
Cheyenne 1 9,238 443 463 9,681 20 75 93 1 32
Clay 3 6,445 267 281 6,712 18 26 21 0 1
Colfax 4 7,210 3,095 3,218 10,305 13 43 32 70 35
Cuming 4 9,006 674 293 9,680 17 51 24 1 13
Custer 3 11,275 121 125 11,396 10 55 20 0 34
Dakota* 4 13,367 5,529 5,816 18,896 274 512 656 1 273
Dawes 1 8,019 196 232 8,215 91 315 30 1 94
Dawson 2 16,827 6,979 7,232 23,806 237 217 162 14 96
Deuel 1 1,943 53 54 1,996 1 11 8 0 3
Dixon* 4 5,645 391 420 6,036 2 40 21 5 6
Dodge 4 33,197 2,056 2,208 35,253 218 145 208 57 185
Douglas* 6 366,539 38,103 40,803 404,642 56,529 3,187 10,225 354 7,175
Dundy 2 2,087 75 76 2,162 0 17 15 0 8
Fillmore 5 6,256 123 141 6,379 17 43 5 1 17
Franklin 3 3,383 25 26 3,408 0 12 2 0 3
Frontier 2 2,816 29 34 2,845 4 9 7 0 10
Furnas 2 4,993 63 67 5,056 4 28 14 0 26
Gage 5 22,672 286 312 22,958 82 125 89 12 170
Garden 1 2,114 38 39 2,152 3 5 6 0 4
Garfield 3 1,803 19 23 1,822 0 5 1 1 9
Gosper 2 1,995 27 27 2,022 0 3 6 0 3
Grant 2 657 10 10 667 0 1 2 0 0
Greeley 3 2,481 28 28 2,509 21 0 2 0 5
Hall 3 43,633 9,320 9,771 52,953 568 223 583 136 399
Hamilton 3 9,292 105 117 9,397 21 11 28 0 27
Harlan 3 3,591 32 32 3,623 5 2 4 0 7
Hayes 2 1,072 33 33 1,105 2 0 3 0 5
Hitchcock 2 2,948 45 48 2,993 3 8 3 0 14
Holt 4 10,675 98 107 10,773 9 34 27 2 13
Hooker 2 734 8 8 742 0 3 1 0 3
Howard 3 6,579 88 93 6,667 25 16 9 1 4
Jefferson 5 7,900 107 123 8,007 9 38 23 1 12
Johnson 5 4,129 227 238 4,356 12 23 156 0 16
Kearney 3 6,666 151 165 6,817 18 14 17 0 14
Keith 2 7,944 327 354 8,271 13 75 19 0 23
Keya Paha 4 893 43 43 936 0 2 0 0 0
Kimball 1 3,566 153 157 3,719 11 24 4 1 24
Knox 4 8,171 101 123 8,272 9 686 15 4 9

Hispanic(3)

Region(2)
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Table 1.20 (Continued) - County Population by Race and Ethnicity,(1) Nebraska 2004

Source: Source: U.S. Census Bureau, http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/asrh/files/cc_est2004_6race_31.csv.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

(1) Based on the Office of Management and Budget policy directive of October 1997, in Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau
defines the minimum categories for race as American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander, White, Some Other Race, or Two or More Races. There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/
Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S. Census Bureau considers race to be a separate
concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or
country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s parents or
ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) Hispanic may be of any race, therefore totals will exceed 100% of total population.

Ethnicity Race
American

Indian Native
& Alaska Hawaiian

White Non- White White Black Native Asian & Other Pacific Multiple
County Hispanic Hispanic Total Alone Alone Alone Alone Islander Alone Races
Lancaster* 5 229,610 9,647 10,678 239,257 7,901 1,835 8,359 182 4,011
Lincoln 2 32,090 1,886 2,010 33,976 291 266 163 1 282
Logan 2 693 7 7 700 1 9 0 0 0
Loup 3 685 15 15 700 0 2 1 0 0
Madison 4 29,981 4,036 4,270 34,017 727 474 243 18 273
McPherson 2 514 8 8 522 0 0 2 0 0
Merrick 3 7,830 198 214 8,028 24 15 20 1 13
Morrill 1 4,668 516 524 5,184 3 46 14 0 5
Nance 4 3,686 40 49 3,726 0 14 1 0 10
Nemaha 5 6,860 71 88 6,931 33 25 54 1 23
Nuckolls 3 4,752 59 59 4,811 3 0 13 0 6
Otoe 5 14,781 481 491 15,262 66 39 42 1 78
Pawnee 5 2,799 21 21 2,820 0 4 9 0 9
Perkins 2 2,982 77 79 3,059 1 9 8 0 4
Phelps 3 9,286 227 256 9,513 13 26 25 10 45
Pierce 4 7,561 55 56 7,616 9 31 20 0 16
Platte 4 27,861 2,678 2,819 30,539 192 107 155 15 237
Polk 5 5,264 102 114 5,366 1 16 2 0 23
Red Willow 2 10,659 305 330 10,964 26 51 29 0 61
Richardson 5 8,427 86 109 8,513 20 198 22 0 131
Rock 4 1,557 6 10 1,563 0 8 4 0 4
Saline 5 1,889 1,899 1,984 13,788 105 53 245 0 84
Sarpy* 6 117,842 6,254 6,879 124,096 5,636 588 2,859 138 2,656
Saunders* 5 19,822 260 268 20,082 26 77 48 0 111
Scotts Bluff 1 28,612 6,492 6,859 35,104 153 801 256 15 302
Seward* 5 16,111 207 242 16,318 65 42 80 35 116
Sheridan 1 5,037 67 94 5,104 5 576 7 3 122
Sherman 3 3,117 33 38 3,150 2 4 8 0 11
Sioux 1 1,408 33 35 1,441 0 1 3 0 2
Stanton 4 6,226 173 191 6,399 31 39 15 0 36
Thayer 5 5,389 65 69 5,454 0 17 9 0 18
Thomas 2 629 8 8 637 0 5 0 0 0
Thurston 4 3,173 99 206 3,272 46 3,710 6 0 100
Valley 3 4,397 71 88 4,468 9 20 3 4 17
Washington* 4 19,053 220 230 19,273 102 42 75 29 84
Wayne 4 8,742 265 268 9,007 96 35 46 0 30
Webster 3 3,795 25 25 3,820 6 11 26 1 12
Wheeler 3 804 5 5 809 0 2 0 0 0
York 5 13,496 302 333 13,798 193 63 94 17 63

Nebraska 1,496,640 112,416 119,975 1,609,056 74,815 16,562 26,746 1,176 18,859

Hispanic(3)

Region(2)
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Figure 1.13 - White Non-Hispanic Ethnicity(1) Population Age and Sex Distribution,
Nebraska 2000

14 12 10 8 6 4 2 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Male (Thousands) Female (Thousands)

urce: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000. See http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_ts=20271988590.

Figure 1.14 - Minority(1) Population Age and Sex Distribution, Nebraska 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. See http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_ts=20271988590.

(1) Includes White Hispanic, Black, Native American, Asian, and Other Race. There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or
Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S. Census Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/
Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or person’s
parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s parents or ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity
as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000. See http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_ts=20187047410.

(1) There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S.
Census Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage,
nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s
parents or ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.
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Figure 1.15 - Projected White Non-Hispanic Ethnicity(1) Population Age and Sex
Distribution, Nebraska 2025

Figure 1.16 - Projected Minority(1) Population Age and Sex Distribution, Nebraska
2025
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html. Internet Release Date: October 6, 1999.

(1) There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S.
Census Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the
heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the
person’s parents or ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1997. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 1997. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html. Internet Release Date: October 6, 1999.

(1) Includes White Hispanic, Black, Native American, Asian, and Other Race. There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or
Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S. Census Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/
Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or
person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s parents or ancestors in the United States. People who identify
their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.
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Table 1.22 - Projected Minority Population by Sex, Nebraska 2000 to 2025

Table 1.21 -  Projected White Non-Hispanic Ethnicity(1) Population by Sex, Nebraska 2000
to 2025

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html. Internet Release Date: October 6, 1999; and
U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File, Matrice P12I. See http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_ts=20187047410.

(1) There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S. Census
Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the heritage, nationality
group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the person’s parents or ancestors
in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.

Male Female Male Female Male Female
0-4 yrs 51,028 48,471 52,353 49,677 50,482 47,862
5-9 yrs 52,980 50,054 52,144 49,476 52,570 49,825

10-14 yrs 56,864 54,217 53,506 50,775 54,324 51,482
15-19 yrs 60,653 57,376 55,587 52,521 54,009 51,121
20-24 yrs 54,011 52,529 54,902 52,928 50,092 48,158
25-29 yrs 46,878 48,102 53,161 52,431 47,378 46,730
30-34 yrs 47,071 48,284 49,872 50,239 49,505 49,327
35-39 yrs 57,276 56,916 47,017 48,162 50,848 50,709
40-44 yrs 61,174 61,326 47,369 48,483 51,173 51,139
45-49 yrs 56,220 56,534 54,559 54,929 46,022 46,658
50-54 yrs 48,209 48,851 57,201 58,305 42,970 44,548
55-59 yrs 36,039 37,772 53,032 54,391 43,359 45,223
60-64 yrs 29,835 32,318 45,115 46,778 50,697 51,975
65-69 yrs 28,127 31,262 33,179 36,271 52,423 54,857
70-74 yrs 24,814 29,466 25,595 29,380 46,247 48,625
75-79 yrs 19,974 27,095 21,684 26,476 36,375 39,906
80-84 yrs 12,294 20,873 14,939 21,954 20,383 26,212

85+ yrs 9,397 25,118 12,043 29,508 15,857 33,719

Population White Non-
Hispanic Ethnicity 2000

Projected White Non-
Hispanic Ethnicity 2010

Projected White Non-
Hispanic Ethnicity 2025

Male Female Male Female Male Female
0-4 yrs 8,488 8,235 10,464 10,118 12,936 12,465
5-9 yrs 8,605 8,328 10,216 9,917 12,955 12,505

10-14 yrs 8,541 8,214 9,961 9,615 12,909 12,404
15-19 yrs 7,991 7,638 9,853 9,332 12,192 11,584
20-24 yrs 7,123 7,065 9,112 8,847 10,985 10,667
25-29 yrs 6,857 6,830 8,257 8,358 10,113 10,154
30-34 yrs 6,871 6,646 7,574 7,990 10,042 10,380
35-39 yrs 6,592 6,374 7,249 7,415 9,279 9,620
40-44 yrs 5,817 5,923 6,863 6,781 8,146 8,601
45-49 yrs 4,370 4,480 6,153 6,146 6,764 7,281
50-54 yrs 3,116 3,501 5,275 5,551 6,114 6,553
55-59 yrs 2,202 2,496 4,033 4,372 5,737 6,023
60-64 yrs 1,762 2,055 2,895 3,392 5,396 5,765
65-69 yrs 1,533 1,789 2,113 2,481 4,801 5,262
70-74 yrs 1,123 1,418 1,581 1,899 3,527 3,946
75-79 yrs 799 1,099 1,214 1,538 2,408 2,943
80-84 yrs 407 710 736 1,105 1,330 1,834

85+ yrs 345 716 653 1,282 1,401 2,530

Minority            
2000(1)

Projected Minority 
2010

Projected Minority 
2025

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 1997. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html. Internet Release Date:
October 6, 1999; and U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File, Matrices P12A, P12B, P12C, P12D, P12E, P12F, P12G, P12I.
See http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DTTable?_ts=20271988590.

(1) Minority total for 2000 is the sum of White Hispanics, Blacks, Native Americans, Asians, Native Hawaiians and Other
Pacific Islanders, and those with Multiple Races.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Report Series P25-11, Population Projections for States by Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic
Origin, 1995 to 2025. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html.

Note: These data are based on the 1995 Projections which the 2000 Census showed to under-project certain racial and ethnic groups.

(1) Based on the Office of Management and Budget policy directive of October 1997, in Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau defines the
minimum categories for race as American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific
Islander, White, Some Other Race, or Two or More Races.
(2) There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S.
Census Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the
heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the
person’s parents or ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.
(3) Hispanic may be of any race.
(4) American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut.

Table 1.23 - Projected Increase in Population by Race(1) and Ethnicity,(2) Nebraska 1995 to 2025

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Report Series P25-11, Population Projections for States by Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic
Origin, 1995 to 2025. See http://www.census.gov/population/www/projections/stproj.html. Internet Last Revised Date: August 2, 2002.
Report released in October 1996.

Note: These data are based on the 1995 Projections which the 2000 Census showed to under-project certain racial and ethnic groups.

(1) Based on the Office of Management and Budget policy directive of October 1997, in Census 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau defines the
minimum categories for race as American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific
Islander, White, Some Other Race, or Two or More Races.
(2) There are two minimum categories for ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino or Not Hispanic/Latino. Hispanics/Latinos may be of any race. The U.S.
Census Bureau considers race to be a separate concept from Hispanic/Latino ethnicity. The U.S. Census Bureau defines ethnicity as the
heritage, nationality group, lineage, or country of birth of the person or person’s parents or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the
person’s parents or ancestors in the United States. People who identify their ethnicity as Spanish, Hispanic, or Latino may be of any race.
(3) American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut.
(4) Hispanic may be of any race.

17.9%

13.7%

70.3%

78.6%

147.1%

10.5%

82.4%

122.0%

All Nebraskans

White - Any Race

Black

Native American(4)

Asian or Pacific Islander

White Non-Hispanic

Other Minority

Hispanic(3)

Figure 1.17 - Projected Increase in Population by Race(1) and Ethnicity,(2) Nebraska
1995 to 2025

Population in Thousands Percent Change
July 1, 1995 2000 2005 2015 2025  1995-2025

All Nebraskans 1,637 1,705 1,761 1,850 1,930 17.9%
White 1,542 1,595 1,636 1,700 1,754 13.7%
Black 64 72 82 95 109 70.3%

Native American(3) 14 16 18 22 25 78.6%
Asian or Pacific Islander 17 23 29 35 42 147.1%
White Non-Hispanic 1,496 1,540 1,572 1,619 1,653 10.5%
Hispanic(4) 50 61 72 89 111 122.0%
Other Minority 91 104 117 142 166 82.4%
Total Minority 141 165 189 231 277 96.5%
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Table 1.24 - Median Household Income by County, Nebraska 2000 and 2003, and Change
From 2000 to 2003

Continued . . .

County Region(1)
Median Household

Income 2000
Median Household 

Income 2003

Change in 
Median Household

Income
2000 to 2003

Adams 3 $38,471 $38,231 -$240
Antelope 4 $31,914 $33,156 $1,242 
Arthur 2 $27,315 $30,826 $3,511 
Banner 1 $32,021 $33,582 $1,561 
Blaine 3 $27,177 $27,793 $616 
Boone 4 $33,288 $33,955 $667 
Box Butte 1 $41,668 $40,990 -$678
Boyd 4 $26,599 $27,772 $1,173 
Brown 4 $29,743 $31,187 $1,444 
Buffalo 3 $38,620 $39,866 $1,246 
Burt 4 $35,124 $35,232 $108 
Butler 5 $37,952 $38,113 $161 
Cass* 5 $48,981 $50,916 $1,935 
Cedar 4 $35,501 $38,865 $3,364 
Chase 2 $34,783 $34,562 -$221
Cherry 4 $31,214 $32,169 $955 
Cheyenne 1 $36,274 $39,312 $3,038 
Clay 3 $36,566 $36,106 -$460
Colfax 4 $36,852 $37,186 $334 
Cuming 4 $36,035 $36,709 $674 
Custer 3 $32,284 $33,414 $1,130 
Dakota* 4 $39,418 $38,782 -$52
Dawes 1 $30,293 $29,925 -$368
Dawson 2 $37,171 $36,537 -$634
Deuel 1 $34,115 $35,204 $1,089 
Dixon 4 $35,406 $37,148 $1,742 
Dodge 4 $38,857 $39,035 $178 
Douglas* 6 $47,522 $46,642 -$880
Dundy 2 $29,830 $28,695 -$1,135
Fillmore 5 $37,403 $37,329 -$74
Franklin 3 $31,140 $31,985 $845 
Frontier 2 $34,290 $34,321 $31 
Furnas 2 $32,040 $31,503 -$537
Gage 5 $36,149 $36,770 $621 
Garden 1 $27,870 $28,576 $706 
Garfield 3 $29,295 $29,550 $255 
Gosper 2 $38,594 $38,206 -$388
Grant 2 $34,553 $36,806 $2,253 
Greeley 3 $30,073 $32,198 $2,125 
Hall 3 $37,491 $39,005 $1,514 
Hamilton 3 $42,310 $43,922 $1,612 
Harlan 3 $32,031 $32,242 $211 
Hayes 2 $28,792 $26,253 -$2,539
Hitchcock 2 $29,673 $29,672 -$1
Holt 4 $32,005 $33,002 $997 
Hooker 2 $29,605 $32,397 $2,792 
Howard 3 $34,850 $35,755 $905 
Jefferson 5 $33,866 $34,640 $774 
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Table 1.24 (continued) - Median Household Income by County, Nebraska 2000 and 2003,
and Change From 2000 to 2003

Source: Bureau of the Census, Small Area Income & Poverty Estimates Program, last updated 12/1/05. For 2003 data, see
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/Unemployment/RDList2.asp?ST=NE. For 2000 data, see http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/
county.html.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 30, 1993. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

County Region(1)
Median Household

Income 2000
Median Household 

Income 2003

Change in 
Median Household

Income
2000 to 2003

Johnson 5 $32,460 $33,914 $1,454 
Kearney 3 $39,247 $40,064 $817 
Keith 2 $32,325 $33,832 $1,507 
Keya Paha 4 $24,911 $26,157 $1,246 
Kimball 1 $30,586 $32,158 $1,572 
Knox 4 $27,564 $28,678 $1,114 
Lancaster* 5 $41,850 $42,970 $1,120 
Lincoln 2 $36,568 $38,543 $1,975 
Logan 2 $33,125 $34,571 $1,446 
Loup 3 $26,250 $26,558 $308 
Madison 4 $35,807 $38,849 $3,042
McPherson 2 $25,750 $27,681 $1,931 
Merrick 3 $34,961 $36,073 $1,112 
Morrill 1 $30,235 $31,360 $1,125 
Nance 4 $31,267 $31,731 $464 
Nemaha 5 $32,588 $35,386 $2,798 
Nuckolls 3 $28,958 $30,504 $1,546 
Otoe 5 $37,302 $39,133 $1,831 
Pawnee 5 $29,000 $30,229 $1,229 
Perkins 2 $34,205 $35,660 $1,455 
Phelps 3 $37,319 $39,557 $2,238 
Pierce 4 $32,239 $34,679 $2,440 
Platte 4 $39,359 $41,757 $2,398 
Polk 5 $37,819 $39,029 $1,210 
Red Willow 2 $32,293 $33,942 $1,649 
Richardson 5 $29,884 $31,005 $1,121 
Rock 4 $25,795 $27,389 $1,594 
Saline 5 $35,914 $37,323 $1,409 
Sarpy* 6 $53,804 $56,704 $2,900 
Saunders 5 $42,173 $43,079 $906 
Scotts Bluff 1 $32,016 $33,267 $1,251 
Seward 5 $42,700 $44,312 $1,612 
Sheridan 1 $29,484 $30,518 $1,034 
Sherman 3 $28,646 $29,651 $1,005 
Sioux 1 $29,851 $29,410 -$441
Stanton 4 $36,676 $37,919 $1,243 
Thayer 5 $30,740 $32,773 $2,033 
Thomas 2 $27,292 $29,068 $1,776 
Thurston 4 $28,170 $28,364 $194 
Valley 3 $27,926 $29,748 $1,822 
Washington* 4 $48,500 $50,686 $2,186 
Wayne 4 $32,366 $33,525 $1,159 
Webster 3 $30,026 $31,434 $1,408 
Wheeler 3 $26,771 $28,963 $2,192 
York 5 $37,093 $39,225 $2,132 

Nebraska $40,429 $41,984 $1,555
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Table 1.25 - Median Money Income for Households in 2000 Dollars, United States and
Nebraska 1999 to 2001 and Census 2000

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000, 2001, and 2002 Annual Demographic Supplements.
See http://www.census.gov/prod/2002pubs/p60-218.pdf. Last modified September 2002; and http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/
laborfor/b8copy2nr.pdf. Last modified November 5, 2003.

*Statistically significant at the 90% confidence level.

Table 1.26 - Median Money Income for Households in Dollars, United States and
Nebraska 2002 to 2004 and Census 2000

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2003 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
See http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p60-229.pdf (last modified August 2005).

Income
90%

Confidence Interval Income
90%

Confidence Interval
Three - Year Average
1999-2001 $42,873 ( $42,693, $43,053) $42,518 ($41,139, $43,897)

Two - Year Averages
1999-2000 $43,195 ($42,965, $43,425) $41,972 ( $40,274, $43,670)
2000-2001 $42,695 ($42,516, $42,874) $43,263 ( $41,801, $44,725)

Differences in Two-Year Moving Averages
2000-2001 less 1999-2000 *  -$500 $1,291
Percent Change *  -1.2% 3.1%

Census 2000
$41,994 $39,250

United States Nebraska

Income
90%

Confidence Interval Income
90%

Confidence Interval
Three - Year Average
2002-2004 $44,473 ( $44,265, $44,681) $44,623 ($43,161, $46,085)

Two - Year Averages
2002-2003 $44,514 ($44,284, $44,744) $45,054 ( $43,407, $46,701)
2003-2004 $44,436 ($44,173, $44,699) $44,458 ( $42,639, $46,277)

Differences in Two-Year Moving Averages
2003-2004 less 2002-2003 -$79 -$596
Percent Change -0.2% -1.3%

Census 2000
$41,994 $39,250

United States Nebraska
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Table 1.27 - Estimated Percent of Persons in Poverty, United States and Nebraska 1999 to
2001 and Census 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2000, 2001, and 2002 Annual Demographic Supplements. See
http://www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/poverty01/table4.pdf. Last modified September 2002; and http://www.census.gov/hhes/
www/laborfor/b8copy2nr.pdf. Last modified November 5, 2003.

Table 1.28 - Estimated Percent of Persons in Poverty, United States and Nebraska 2002 to
2004 and Census 2000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2003 to 2005 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
See http://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p60-229.pdf (last modified August 2005).

Percent
90%

Confidence Interval Percent
90%

Confidence Interval
Three-Year Average
1999-2001 11.6% (11.4%, 11.8%) 9.7% (8.4%, 11.0%)

Two-Year Averages
1999-2000 11.6% (11.4%, 11.8%) 9.8% (8.1%, 11.5%)
2000-2001 11.5% (11.3%, 11.7%) 9.0% (7.7%, 10.3%)

Differences in Two-Year Moving Averages
-0.10% (-0.3%, 0.1%) -0.8% (-2.3%, 0.7%)

Census 2000
12.4% 9.7%

United States Nebraska

Percent
90%

Confidence Interval Percent
90%

Confidence Interval
Three-Year Average
2002-2004 12.4% (12.2%, 12.6%) 9.9% (8.7%, 11.1%)

Two-Year Averages
2002-2003 12.3% (12.1%, 12.5%) 10.2% (8.8%, 11.6%)
2003-2004 12.6% (12.4%, 12.8%) 9.6% (8.2%, 11.0%)

Differences in Two-Year Moving Averages
0.3% (0.1%, 0.5%) -0.6% (-1.8%, 0.6%)

Census 2000
12.4% 9.7%

United States Nebraska
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Table 1.29 - U. S. Department of Health and Human Services Poverty Guidelines(1) for the
48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia, 2005

Table 1.30 - Poverty Thresholds(1) by Size of Family and Number of Related Children
Younger Than 18 Years, 2004

Source: Federal Register, Vol. 70, No. 33, February 18, 2005, pp. 8373-8375.

(1) There are two different versions of the federal poverty measure: poverty thresholds and poverty guidelines. Poverty thresholds
are the original version of the federal poverty measure and are used mainly for statistical purposes such as preparing estimates of
the number of Americans in poverty each year. Poverty guidelines are issued each year in the Federal Register by the Department
of Health and Human Services. Poverty guidelines are a simplification of poverty thresholds and are used for administrative
purposes such as determining financial eligibility for certain federal programs.

Source: U.S.Census Bureau, Current Population Survey. See http://www.census.gov/hhes/poverty/threshld/thresh04.html (last
revised January 28, 2005).

(1) There are two different versions of the federal poverty measure: poverty thresholds and poverty guidelines. Poverty thresholds
are the original version of the federal poverty measure and are used mainly for statistical purposes such as preparing estimates of
the number of Americans in poverty each year. Poverty guidelines are issued each year in the Federal Register by the Department
of Health and Human Services. Poverty guidelines are a simplification of poverty thresholds and are used for administrative
purposes such as determining financial eligibility for certain federal programs.

Family Unit Poverty
Size Guideline
1 $9,570
2 $12,830
3 $16,090
4 $19,350
5 $22,610
6 $25,870
7 $29,130
8 $32,390

For each additional person, add $3,260

Eight or
Size of Family Unit None One Two Three Four Five Six Seven More
One Person (Unrelated Individual)
     Younger than 65 Years $9,827
     65 Years and Older $9,060
Two Persons
     Householder Younger than 65 Years $12,649 $13,020
     Householder 65 Years and Older $11,418 $12,971
Three Persons $14,776 $15,205 $15,219
Four Persons $19,484 $19,803 $19,157 $19,223
Five Persons $23,497 $23,838 $23,108 $22,543 $22,199
Six Persons $27,025 $27,133 $26,573 $26,037 $25,241 $24,768
Seven Persons $31,096 $31,290 $30,621 $30,154 $29,285 $28,271 $27,159
Eight Persons $34,778 $35,086 $34,454 $33,901 $33,115 $32,119 $31,082 $30,818
Nine Persons or More $41,836 $42,039 $41,480 $41,010 $40,240 $39,179 $38,220 $37,983 $36,520

Related Children Under 18 Years 
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Table 1.31 - Percent of Persons in Poverty by County, Nebraska 2000 and 2003, and
Percent Change From 2000 to 2003

Continued . . .

County Region(1)
2000 Persons 

Below Poverty

2000 Percent 
Persons 

in Poverty
2003 Persons 

Below Poverty

2003 Percent 
Persons in 

Poverty

Percent 
Change

(2000 - 2003)
Adams 3 2,669 9.0% 2,979 10.1% 1.1%
Antelope 4 892 12.4% 833 11.8% -0.6%
Arthur 2 44 10.5% 40 9.8% -0.7%
Banner 1 86 10.6% 62 8.1% -2.5%
Blaine 3 103 18.6% 79 15.0% -3.6%
Boone 4 665 11.0% 577 10.0% -1.0%
Box Butte 1 1,204 10.3% 1,289 11.4% 1.1%
Boyd 4 327 14.1% 260 11.6% -2.5%
Brown 4 452 13.0% 387 11.4% -1.6%
Buffalo 3 3,745 9.4% 4,249 10.4% 1.0%
Burt 4 723 9.5% 735 9.9% 0.4%
Butler 5 718 8.1% 801 9.1% 1.0%
Cass* 5 1,574 6.5% 1,634 6.4% -0.1%
Cedar 4 786 8.5% 748 8.4% -0.1%
Chase 2 411 10.6% 394 10.1% -0.5%
Cherry 4 803 13.2% 747 12.4% -0.8%
Cheyenne 1 906 9.2% 938 9.5% 0.3%
Clay 3 656 9.6% 697 10.4% 0.8%
Colfax 4 911 8.8% 995 9.5% 0.7%
Cuming 4 867 8.8% 845 8.8% 0.0%
Custer 3 1,502 13.1% 1,400 12.3% -0.8%
Dakota* 4 2,062 10.2% 2,204 10.8% 0.6%
Dawes 1 1,281 15.7% 1,278 16.0% 0.3%
Dawson 2 2,498 10.3% 2,582 10.6% 0.3%
Deuel 1 205 9.9% 201 10.0% 0.1%
Dixon* 4 559 9.1% 535 8.9% -0.2%
Dodge 4 2,772 7.9% 3,367 9.6% 1.7%
Douglas* 6 39,397 8.6% 51,115 10.8% 2.2%
Dundy 2 255 11.8% 246 11.4% -0.4%
Fillmore 5 550 8.7% 590 9.5% 0.8%
Franklin 3 405 11.9% 391 11.6% -0.3%
Frontier 2 349 12.1% 291 10.6% -1.5%
Furnas 2 591 11.6% 558 11.1% -0.5%
Gage 5 1,990 9.0% 2,183 9.7% 0.7%
Garden 1 325 14.8% 271 12.7% -2.1%
Garfield 3 223 12.1% 206 11.5% -0.6%
Gosper 2 163 8.0% 160 8.0% 0.0%
Grant 2 74 9.9% 63 9.3% -0.6%
Greeley 3 340 13.0% 308 12.4% -0.6%
Hall 3 5,441 10.3% 6,550 12.1% 1.8%
Hamilton 3 689 7.5% 765 8.2% 0.7%
Harlan 3 401 10.9% 356 9.9% -1.0%
Hayes 2 135 12.2% 101 9.0% -3.2%
Hitchcock 2 415 13.7% 389 13.1% -0.6%
Holt 4 1,427 12.8% 1,307 12.2% -0.6%
Hooker 2 83 11.4% 66 9.0% -2.4%
Howard 3 662 10.3% 719 10.7% 0.4%
Jefferson 5 803 9.8% 761 9.5% -0.3%
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Table 1.31 (continued) - Percent of Persons in Poverty by County, Nebraska 2000 and
2003, and Percent Change From 2000 to 2003

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income Estimates. See http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/PovertyRates/POVERTY2003.xls.
For 2000 data, see http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/county.html.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

County Region(1)
2000 Persons 

Below Poverty

2000 Percent 
Persons 

in Poverty
2003 Persons 

Below Poverty

2003 Percent 
Persons in 

Poverty

Percent 
Change

(2000 - 2003)
Johnson 5 416 9.6% 404 9.0% -0.6%
Kearney 3 497 7.4% 533 7.9% 0.5%
Keith 2 928 10.7% 881 10.5% -0.2%
Keya Paha 4 168 17.4% 124 13.1% -4.3%
Kimball 1 477 12.2% 443 11.9% -0.3%
Knox 4 1,275 14.2% 1,209 13.7% -0.5%
Lancaster* 5 20,147 8.3% 23,843 9.5% 1.2%
Lincoln 2 3,469 10.2% 3,768 10.9% 0.7%
Logan 2 89 11.6% 71 10.0% -1.6%
Loup 3 109 15.1% 79 11.1% -4.0%
Madison 4 3282 9.5% 3,894 11.2% -0.9%
McPherson 2 70 13.0% 64 12.1% 1.7%
Merrick 3 681 8.6% 791 9.9% 1.3%
Morrill 1 764 14.4% 710 13.7% -0.7%
Nance 4 496 12.6% 428 11.6% -1.0%
Nemaha 5 724 10.3% 746 11.1% 0.8%
Nuckolls 3 527 10.7% 533 11.1% 0.4%
Otoe 5 1,205 7.9% 1,287 8.4% 0.5%
Pawnee 5 358 12.1% 300 10.8% -1.3%
Perkins 2 340 11.1% 307 10.1% -1.0%
Phelps 3 833 8.8% 909 9.6% 0.8%
Pierce 4 743 9.6% 753 9.9% 0.3%
Platte 4 2,273 7.3% 2,681 8.6% 1.3%
Polk 5 395 7.3% 392 7.4% 0.1%
Red Willow 2 1,153 10.2% 1,172 10.7% 0.5%
Richardson 5 1,031 11.4% 1,004 11.5% 0.1%
Rock 4 268 15.7% 229 14.7% -1.0%
Saline 5 1,029 7.8% 1,122 8.3% 0.5%
Sarpy* 6 5,340 4.3% 7,421 5.5% 1.2%
Saunders* 5 1,316 6.7% 1,512 7.5% 0.8%
Scotts Bluff 1 4,918 13.6% 5,220 14.4% 0.8%
Seward* 5 985 6.4% 1,134 7.3% 0.9%
Sheridan 1 878 14.9% 762 13.3% -1.6%
Sherman 3 384 12.0% 359 11.5% -0.5%
Sioux 1 181 12.7% 140 9.7% -3.0%
Stanton 4 527 8.4% 504 7.8% -0.6%
Thayer 5 622 10.9% 550 10.3% -0.6%
Thomas 2 87 12.1% 77 11.8% -0.3%
Thurston 4 1,579 22.2% 1,437 20.3% -1.9%
Valley 3 563 12.4% 528 11.8% -0.6%
Washington* 4 1,021 5.5% 1,169 6.1% 0.6%
Wayne 4 927 10.8% 934 11.3% 0.5%
Webster 3 395 10.1% 364 9.6% -0.5%
Wheeler 3 131 15.1% 100 12.3% -2.8%
York 5 1,082 7.8% 1,219 9.0% 1.2%

Nebraska 148,821 8.9% 170,355 10.0% 1.1%
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Chapter 2: Health Professionals

Highlights

Changes in the Physician Workforce
Between 1990 and 2005, the number of physicians practicing in Nebraska increased 10.6
percent. In the interim, however, the location of these physicians varied appreciably within the
various areas of the state. Between 1999 and 2005, the number of physicians practicing in
non-metropolitan counties increased 7.1 percent, with a 15.4 percent increase in the
Southwest Health Planning Region. Metropolitan counties experienced an increase in
practicing physicians of 9.8 percent between 1999 and 2005.

The number of primary care physicians practicing in Nebraska from 1999 to 2005 increased
statewide, by 0.4 percent. This included a 1.7 percent decrease in primary care physicians in
metropolitan areas and a 3.7 percent increase in non-metropolitan areas. Primary care
physicians specialize in family practice, general practice, obstetrics and gynecology, general
internal medicine, or general pediatrics. The number of physicians practicing in specialty fields
outside of primary care increased by 15.4 percent between 1999 and 2005.

Federally Designated Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSAs),
Medically Underserved Areas (MUAs), and Medically Underserved
Populations (MUPs)
In 2005, over half of Nebraska’s counties (49 of 93) were federally designated, either in full
or in part, as primary care HPSAs. This designation includes urban and rural geographic areas
and qualifying facilities or special populations where a shortage of primary health care
professionals exists. Special populations in Nebraska include the low-income populations in
Box Butte County and Douglas County and the Omaha Indian population in Thurston County.
Based on 2000 Census data, approximately 8 percent (N = 145,041) of the state’s
population (1,711,263) lives within a primary care HPSA.

Several qualifying facilities have been designated as HPSAs in Nebraska. The Lancaster
County Department of Corrections in Lincoln has been designated. All Indian Health Services
(IHS) facilities and community health centers (CHCs) in Nebraska received automatic
designation. Additionally, Certified Rural Health Centers (CRHCs) in Nebraska that apply for
designation qualify automatically.

MUAs represent geographical areas, and MUPs define specific populations with a shortage
of primary health care services. Of Nebraska’s 93 counties, 71 contained, in full or in part, a
designated MUA/P. Over 19.5 percent (N = 336,045) of the state’s population live within
one of these areas and is potentially affected by a shortage of health care services. Special
populations within the state include the Medicaid population in Adams County, the low-
income population in Hall County, and the Hispanic (all races) populations in Scotts Bluff
County and Madison County.

Continued on page 46
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Highlights (continued)

Mental Health Professional Shortage Areas (MHPSAs)
In 2005, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services designated over 95 percent of Nebraska’s
counties (89 of 93) as MHPSAs. Based on 2000 census data, the population within these shortage areas
(N = 1,018,706) exceeds 60 percent of the state’s total population. The Hastings Regional Center, seven
IHS facilities, five CHCs, twenty-four CRHCs, the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution, and the
Nebraska State Penitentiary have also been designated as MHPSAs.

Dental Health Care Shortage Areas
In 2005, the populations of 58 percent of Nebraska’s counties were affected, to some extent, by a lack of
access to dental care. Fifty-four counties were designated as State Dental Shortage Areas. The population
of these counties (N = 347,043) represents approximately 20 percent of the state’s population. In addition,
two counties contain federally designated dental HPSAs. Special populations within the state that are
affected in these shortage areas include the Omaha and Winnebago Native American populations in Cuming
and Thurston Counties.

State Designated Health Care Shortage Areas
HPSAs can also be designated at the state level. State shortage areas are categorized by specialty type
within the health care delivery system. In 2005, substantial shortages existed in each of the defined health
specialties. These include family practice, general surgery, internal medicine, pediatrics, OB/GYN,
psychiatry, dentistry, pharmacy, occupational therapy, and physical therapy. The Nebraska Office of Rural
Health reports that, within primary care, 70 percent of Nebraska’s counties experienced a shortage of
family practice physicians (66 of 93). Outside of primary care, 89 percent of Nebraska’s counties
experienced a shortage of general surgeons (83 of 93), and 97 percent experienced a shortage of
psychiatrists (90 of 93).

Emergency Medical Service Providers
For information on Emergency Medical Service (EMS) providers, please see p. 249.

Health Professional Shortage Areas  
 Total Nebraska Counties 93 
 Number of Nebraska Counties with Health Professional Shortage Areas 
 Federally Designated  
 Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Areas, Populations, or Facilities 49 
 Dental Health Care Professional Shortage Areas (DESIGNATED) 25 

Dental Health Care Professional Shortage Areas (PROPOSED) 64 
 Mental Health Care Professional Shortage Areas 89 
 Medically Underserved Areas or Populations 71 
  
 State Designated  
 Family Practice Shortage Areas 66 
 General Surgery Shortage Areas 83 
 Internal Medicine Shortage Areas 85 
 Pediatric Shortage Areas 88 
 Ob/Gyn Shortage Areas 88 
 Psychiatric Shortage Areas 90 
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Physicians–All Specialties  
 Total Physicians  
 1990 
 1999 

2,896 
2,937 

 2005 3,202 
  
 Percent Change in Physicians 1999 to 2005, All Counties +9.0% 
 In Non-metropolitan Nebraska Counties +7.1% 
 In Metropolitan Nebraska Counties +9.8% 
  
 Physicians Per 1,000 Population  
 1990 
 1999 

1.8 
1.8 

 2005 1.8 
  
Physicians–Primary Care  
 Primary Care Physicians  
 1990 
 1999 

1,387 
1,249 

 2005 1,254 
  
 Percent Change in Primary Care Physicians 1999 to 2005 +0.4% 
 In Non-metropolitan Nebraska Counties +3.7% 
 In Metropolitan Nebraska Counties -1.7% 
  
 Primary Care Physicians Per 1,000 Population  
 1990 
 1999 

0.9 
0.7 

 2005 0.7 
  
Other Health Care Professionals  
 Physician Assistants 569 
 APRN Practicioners 455 
 Certified Nurse Midwives 25 
 Registered Nurses 18,680 
 Certified Licensed Practical Nurses 779 
 Licensed Practical Nurses 6,520 
 Physical Therapists 1,017 
 Occupational Therapists 557 
 Chiropractors 383 
 Pharmacists 1,882 
  
Mental Health Care Professionals  
 Psychiatrists 128 
 Psychologists 343 
 Master Social Workers 634 
 Certified Professional Counselors 806 
 Licensed Mental Health Practitioners 1,943 
 Certified Marriage and Family Therapists 75 
  
Dental Health Care Professionals  
 Dentists 1,110 
 Dental Hygienists 804 
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Figure 2.1 - Practicing Physicians per 1,000 Population,
Nebraska and Health Planning Regions, 1990 and 2005

HPR* Boundary

Sources: Physicians 1990, Nebraska Health Work Force Reports; and Physicians 2005, UNMC Health Professions Tracking Center.
U.S. Bureau of Census for population data from Nebraska 2004 and 1990.  
See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv (Last release date: Auguest 11, 2005)
http://www.census.gov/population/www/cen2000/phc-t4.html (Last release date: April 2, 2001)  
*Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Cartography: Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research, 12/5/05.

Region I - Western
     1990 - 1.3
     2005 - 1.4

Region II - Southwest
       1990 - 0.8
       2005 - 1.1

Region III - Central
      1990 - 1.2
      2005 - 1.5

Region IV - Northern
       1990 - 0.5
       2005 - 1.0

Region V - Southeast
       1990 - 1.3
       2005 - 1.5

Region VI - 
  Eastern
1990 - 3.5
2005 - 2.7
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Health Professionals

Table 2.2 - Federally Designated Medically Underserved Areas/Populations
(MUAs/Ps) by County, Nebraska 2005

Sources: Bureau of Primary Health Care, Division of Shortage Designation, http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/databases/hpsa/
hpsa.cfm (data current as of September 2005); and Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health, August
2005.

Note: “Twp” represents “Township” and “Prec” represents “Precinct.”

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003.
For further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

County Affected Population County Affected Population County Affected Population
Adams Medicaid Population Douglas* Census Tracts McPherson Entire county
Antelope Entire county 3-12, 16, 18-33, 39-41, 51-54, Merrick Clarksville Twp
Arthur Entire county 59.01, 59.02, 60, 61.01, 61.02, Lone Tree Twp
Banner Entire county 62.02, 73.04 Loup Twp
Blaine Entire county Dundy Entire county Morrill None
Boone Entire county Fillmore Entire county Nance Genoa Twp
Box Butte None Franklin Franklin City Nemaha Auburn City
Boyd Entire county Frontier Entire county Washington Prec
Brown Entire county Furnas Entire county Nuckolls Entire county
Buffalo Ravenna City Gage None Otoe None
Burt Decatur Twp Garden None Pawnee Entire county

Everett Twp Garfield Entire county Perkins None
Oakland City Gosper Entire county Phelps None
Tekamah City Grant Entire county Pierce None

Butler David City Twp Greeley Entire county Platte St. Bernard Twp
Oak Creek Twp Hall Doniphan Twp Polk Entire county

Cass* Avoca Prec Low income & MFW population Red Willow None
Center Prec Hamilton None Richardson Entire county
Elmwood Prec Harlan Alma City Rock Entire county
Mount Pleasant Prec Orleans Twp Saline Entire county
Stove Creek Prec Hayes Entire county Sarpy* Census Tracts
Weeping Water Prec Hitchcock Entire county 103.02, 103.04

Cedar Entire county Holt Entire county Saunders* Chester Twp
Chase Entire county Hooker Entire county Oak Creek Twp
Cherry None Howard St. Libory Prec Wahoo City
Cheyenne None St. Paul City Scotts Bluff Hispanic Population
Clay Entire county Jefferson Fairbury City Seward* None
Colfax Adams Prec Pleasant Prec Sheridan None

Lincoln Prec Johnson Spring Creek Prec Sherman Entire county
Schuyler City Sterling Prec Sioux Entire county

Cuming Wisner City Tecumseh City Stanton Entire county
Custer Arnold Twp Kearney None Thayer Alexandria Prec

Delight Twp Keith None Bruning Prec
Kilfoil Twp Keya Paha Entire county Davenport Prec
Sargent Twp Kimball None Deshler Prec

Dakota* Census Tracts Knox Entire county Thomas Entire county
101.00, 104.00 Lancaster* Census Tracts Thurston Entire county

Dawes None 3-9, 17-22 Valley North Loup Twp
Dawson None Lincoln None Washington* None
Deuel Entire county Logan Entire county Wayne Chapin Prec
Dixon* Entire county Loup Entire county Webster Entire county
Dodge Hooper Twp Madison Madison City Wheeler Entire county

Scribner City Newman Grove City(Part) York None
Webster Twp Tilden City(Part)

Hispanic population
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Table 2.3 - State Designated Professional Shortage Areas(1) by County and Type of
Shortage, Nebraska 2005

Continued . . .

County Region(2)
Family 

Practice 
General 
Surgery

Internal 
Medicine Pediatrics 

Obstetrics/
Gynecology Psychiatric Dental Pharmacy

Occupational 
Therapy 

Physical 
Therapy 

Adams 3 o x x x x x
Antelope 4 x x x x x x x x x
Arthur 2 x x x x x x x x x x
Banner 1 x x x x x x x x x x
Blaine 3 x x x x x x x x x x
Boone 4 x x x x x x x x
Box Butte 1 x x x x x x x x x
Boyd 4 x x x x x x
Brown 4 x x x x x x
Buffalo 3 o x x x
Burt 4 x x x x x x x* x x
Butler 5 x* x* x* x* x* x* o x* x
Cass* 5 o x* x* x* x* x* o x*
Cedar 4 x x x x x x x
Chase 2 x x x x x x x
Cherry 4 x x x x x x x x
Cheyenne 1 x x x x x x x
Clay 3 x x x x x x x x x x
Colfax 4 x x x x x x x x
Cuming 4 x x x x x x x x x
Custer 3 x x x x x x x
Dakota* 4 o x x x x x x x x x
Dawes 1 x x x x x x
Dawson 2 o x x x x x x x x
Deuel 1 x x x x x x x x
Dixon* 4 x x x x x x x x x x
Dodge 4 o x x x x x o x*
Douglas* 6
Dundy 2 x x x x x x x x
Fillmore 5 x x x x x x* x x
Franklin 3 x x x x x x x
Frontier 2 x x x x x x x x x
Furnas 2 x x x x x x x x
Gage 5 o x* x* x* x* x*
Garden 1 x x x x x x x
Garfield 3 x x x x x x x x
Gosper 2 x x x x x x x x x x
Grant 2 x x x x x x x x x
Greeley 3 x x x x x x x x x
Hall 3 o x x x x x
Hamilton 3 x x x x x x
Harlan 3 x x x x x x x x x x
Hayes 2 x x x x x x x x x x
Hitchcock 2 x x x x x x x x x x
Holt 4 x x x x x x x x
Hooker 2 x x x x x x x x
Howard 3 x x x x x x x x x
Jefferson 5 x x x x x x x* x x
Johnson 5 x x x x x x o x
Kearney 3 x x x x x x x x
Keith 2 x x x x x x x x
Keya Paha 4 x x x x x x x x x
Kimball 1 x x x x x x x
Knox 4 x x x x x x x x x
Lancaster* 5
Lincoln 2 o x x x x
Logan 2 x x x x x x x x x x
Loup 3 x x x x x x x x x x
Madison 4 o x x
McPherson 2 x x x x x x x x x x



Chapter 2

54 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

Table 2.3 (Continued) - State Designated Professional Shortage Areas(1) by County
and Type of Shortage, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health, June 2005.

(x) Indicates the county is a designated shortage area.
(x*) Indicates only part of the county is a shortage area for that specialty.
(o) Indicates county is not eligible by definition for that specialty.
*As per guidelines, cities larger than 15,000 and counties within a 25-mile radius of Lincoln and Omaha are not
designated. Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For
further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) State-designated shortage area for indicated health professional category.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

County Region(2)
Family 

Practice 
General 
Surgery

Internal 
Medicine Pediatrics 

Obstetrics/
Gynecology Psychiatric Dental Pharmacy

Occupational 
Therapy 

Physical 
Therapy 

Merrick 3 x x x x x x x x
Morrill 1 x x x x x x x x x
Nance 4 x x x x x x x x x x
Nemaha 5 x x x x x x
Nuckolls 3 x x x x x x x
Otoe 5 o x x x x x o x*
Pawnee 5 x x x x x x x x
Perkins 2 x x x x x x x x x
Phelps 3 x x x x x
Pierce 4 x x x x x x x x x x
Platte 4 o x x x x x x o
Polk 5 x x x x x x x* x x x
Red Willow 2 x x x x x
Richardson 5 x x x x x x x x x
Rock 4 x x x x x x x x x
Saline 5 x* x* x* x* x* x* o x* x*
Sarpy* 6
Saunders* 5 o x* x* x* x* x* o x* x*
Scotts Bluff 1 o x x x
Seward* 5 o x* x* x* x* x* o x* x* x
Sheridan 1 x x x x x x x x x
Sherman 3 x x x x x x x x x x
Sioux 1 x x x x x x x x x x
Stanton 4 x x x x x x x x x x
Thayer 5 x x x x x x x x x
Thomas 2 x x x x x x x x x x
Thurston 4 x x x x x x x x x x
Valley 3 x x x x x x x x x
Washington* 4 o x* x* x* x* x* o x*
Wayne 4 x x x x x x x x x
Webster 3 x x x x x x x x x
Wheeler 3 x x x x x x x x x x
York 5 x x x x x x x
Total Nebraska Counties
with State Designated
Shortage Areas 66 83 85 88 88 90 54 70 61 37
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Table 2.6 - Practicing Physicians and Primary Care Physicians(1) by County, Nebraska 2005

Continued . . .

County Region(2) HPSA(3) Status 2005 Total
Family & 
General 

Internal 
Medicine Pediatric 

Obstetrics/ 
Gynecology Other

Adams 3 None 66 13 6 5 3 39
Antelope 4 None 3 3 0 0 0 0
Arthur 2 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Banner 1 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blaine 3 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Boone 4 None 7 6 0 1 0 0
Box Butte 1 Part(4) (Pop) 6 3 1 1 0 1
Boyd 4 Part(4) (Facility) 5 3 2 0 0 0
Brown 4 All 5 2 2 0 0 1
Buffalo 3 None 108 22 7 6 5 68
Burt 4 None 3 3 0 0 0 0
Butler 5 None 5 5 0 0 0 0
Cass* 5 All 6 2 2 2 0 0
Cedar 4 All 4 3 1 0 0 0
Chase 2 None 4 3 0 0 0 1
Cherry 4 Partial 4 4 0 0 0 0
Cheyenne 1 None 8 5 1 0 0 2
Clay 3 None 0 0 0 0 0 0
Colfax 4 None 3 3 0 0 0 0
Cuming 4 None 6 2 0 0 0 4
Custer 3 Partial 5 5 0 0 0 0
Dakota* 4 None 7 5 0 0 0 2
Dawes 1 Partial 6 5 0 0 0 1
Dawson 2 Part(4) (Facility) 18 15 0 0 0 3
Deuel 1 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dixon* 4 All 1 1 0 0 0 0
Dodge 4 None 56 11 6 4 4 31
Douglas* 6 Part(4) (Facility,Pop) 1,550 189 114 91 70 1,086
Dundy 2 All 3 3 0 0 0 0
Fillmore 5 Part(4) (Facility) 6 6 0 0 0 0
Franklin 3 Part(4) (Facility) 3 2 0 0 0 1
Frontier 2 None 0 0 0 0 0 0
Furnas 2 Part(4) (Facility) 3 3 0 0 0 0
Gage 5 Part(4) (Facility) 21 11 2 0 1 7
Garden 1 All 2 0 0 0 0 2
Garfield 3 None 1 0 0 0 0 1
Gosper 2 None 0 0 0 0 0 0
Grant 2 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greeley 3 None 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hall 3 None 103 19 16 5 4 59
Hamilton 3 None 7 6 0 0 0 1
Harlan 3 All 2 2 0 0 0 0
Hayes 2 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hitchcock 2 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Holt 4 None 9 5 2 0 0 2
Hooker 2 All 1 1 0 0 0 0
Howard 3 Part(4) (Facility) 2 2 0 0 0 0
Jefferson 5 None 4 4 0 0 0 0
Johnson 5 None 5 3 1 0 0 1
Kearney 3 All 2 2 0 0 0 0
Keith 2 None 8 6 0 0 0 2
Keya Paha 4 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kimball 1 All 1 1 0 0 0 0
Knox 4 Part(4) (Pop) 5 5 0 0 0 0
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Table 2.6 (Continued) - Practicing Physicians and Primary Care Physicians(1) by County,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: UNMC Health Professions Tracking Center, 2005; Nebraska Health and Human Services System; and
Bureau of Primary Health Care, 2005. See http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/databases/hpsa/hpsa.cfm (data current as of October
2005).

Note: See Table 2.1 for a detailed list and description of shortage areas by county.
*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 63, 2003.
For further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Primary care physicians are defined as medical doctors specializing in Family Practice, General Practice, Obstetrics and
Gynecology, General Internal Medicine, or General Pediatrics.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Area.
(4) “Part” signifies that only specific facilities or populations within a county have been designated with a shortage.

County Region(2) HPSA(3) Status 2005 Total
Family & 
General 

Internal 
Medicine Pediatric 

Obstetrics/ 
Gynecology Other

Lancaster* 5 Part(4) (Facility) 575 90 38 33 27 387
Lincoln 2 Partial 67 12 6 3 4 42
Logan 2 Partial 0 0 0 0 0 0
Loup 3 None 0 0 0 0 0 0
Madison 4 None 74 16 1 3 5 49
McPherson 2 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Merrick 3 All 3 3 0 0 0 0
Morrill 1 All 3 1 2 0 0 0
Nance 4 Part(4) (Facility) 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nemaha 5 None 5 5 0 0 0 0
Nuckolls 3 None 3 3 0 0 0 0
Otoe 5 None 8 8 0 0 0 0
Pawnee 5 Part(4) (Facility) 2 2 0 0 0 0
Perkins 2 None 4 3 0 0 0 1
Phelps 3 None 11 8 2 0 0 1
Pierce 4 None 4 3 1 0 0 0
Platte 4 Part(4) (Facility) 33 10 2 3 2 16
Polk 5 None 2 1 1 0 0 0
Red Willow 2 Part(4) (Facility) 12 6 0 1 0 5
Richardson 5 None 5 5 0 0 0 0
Rock 4 None 2 1 1 0 0 0
Saline 5 None 9 9 0 0 0 0
Sarpy* 6 None 146 41 16 10 14 65
Saunders* 5 All 8 6 1 0 0 1
Scotts Bluff 1 Part(4) (Facility) 91 16 5 5 6 59
Seward* 5 None 10 10 0 0 0 0
Sheridan 1 All 4 3 0 0 0 1
Sherman 3 None 2 2 0 0 0 0
Sioux 1 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stanton 4 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Thayer 5 None 3 3 0 0 0 0
Thomas 2 All 0 0 0 0 0 0
Thurston 4 Part(4) (Pop) 8 5 1 0 0 2
Valley 3 None 5 5 0 0 0 0
Washington* 4 None 11 8 1 0 0 2
Wayne 4 None 5 4 0 1 0 0
Webster 3 Part(4) (Facility) 3 2 0 0 1 0
Wheeler 3 None 0 0 0 0 0 0
York 5 None 10 8 0 0 0 2
Nebraska 3,202 693 241 174 146 1,948
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Table 2.9 - Actively Licensed(1) Physician Assistants,(2) APRN Practitioners,(2) and Nurse
Midwives(2) by County, Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of  Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, February
25, 2005. Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in
these data. Professionals may practice in more than one county, which may or may not include the county to which the license
was issued; and Bureau of Primary Health Care, 2005. See http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/databases/hpsa/hpsa.cfm (data
current as of October 2005).

Note: Physician Assistants and APRN/Practicioners - County of practice. Nurse Midwives - County of residence. Professionals may
practice in other counties.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003.
For further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Actively licensed professionals possess an active license but are not necessarily practicing.
(2) All professionals tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not
necessarily practicing.
(3) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(4) Health Professional Shortage Area. For more detail about Nebraska HPSAs, see Table 2.1.
(5) “Part” signifies that only specific facilities or populations within a county have been designated with a shortage.

HPSA Physician APRN Nurse HPSA Physician APRN Nurse
County Region(3) Status(4) Assistants Practitioners Midwives County Region(3) Status(4) Assistants Practitioners Midwives
Adams 3 None 4 11 2 Johnson 5 None 2 2 0
Antelope 4 None 0 3 0 Kearney 3 All 2 0 1
Arthur 2 All 0 0 0 Keith 2 None 3 1 0
Banner 1 All 0 0 0 Keya Paha 4 All 0 0 0
Blaine 3 All 0 0 0 Kimball 1 All 3 0 0
Boone 4 None 2 0 0 Knox 4 Part(5) (Pop) 3 4 0
Box Butte 1 Part(5) (Pop) 4 2 0 Lancaster* 5 Part(5) (Facility) 120 87 5
Boyd 4 Part(5) (Facility) 0 0 0 Lincoln 2 Partial 6 10 0
Brown 4 All 0 2 0 Logan 2 Partial 0 0 0
Buffalo 3 None 18 14 0 Loup 3 None 0 0 0
Burt 4 None 2 1 0 Madison 4 None 12 8 1
Butler 5 None 1 1 0 McPherson 2 All 0 0 0
Cass* 5 All 2 5 1 Merrick 3 All 2 0 0
Cedar 4 All 0 1 0 Morrill 1 All 1 1 0
Chase 2 None 2 0 0 Nance 4 Part(5) (Facility) 3 0 0
Cherry 4 Partial 4 2 0 Nemaha 5 None 0 0 0
Cheyenne 1 None 3 0 0 Nuckolls 3 None 3 0 0
Clay 3 None 1 1 0 Otoe 5 None 4 1 0
Colfax 4 None 1 1 0 Pawnee 5 Part(5) (Facility) 2 0 0
Cuming 4 None 4 2 0 Perkins 2 None 1 0 0
Custer 3 Partial 4 0 0 Phelps 3 None 1 1 0
Dakota* 4 None 3 0 0 Pierce 4 None 2 1 0
Dawes 1 Partial 5 2 0 Platte 4 Part(5) (Facility) 4 4 0
Dawson 2 Part(5) (Facility) 6 0 0 Polk 5 None 3 0 0
Deuel 1 All 0 0 0 Red Willow 2 Part(5) (Facility) 6 1 0
Dixon* 4 All 1 0 0 Richardson 5 None 2 1 0
Dodge 4 None 14 7 0 Rock 4 None 0 1 0
Douglas* 6 Part(5) (Facility,Pop) 168 169 10 Saline 5 None 4 1 0
Dundy 2 All 1 0 0 Sarpy* 6 None 33 41 4
Fillmore 5 Part(5) (Facility) 2 1 0 Saunders* 5 All 5 6 0
Franklin 3 Part(5) (Facility) 1 4 0 Scotts Bluff 1 Part(5) (Facility) 16 13 1
Frontier 2 None 1 0 0 Seward* 5 None 5 4 0
Furnas 2 Part(5) (Facility) 4 0 0 Sheridan 1 All 2 1 0
Gage 5 Part(5) (Facility) 7 5 0 Sherman 3 None 0 0 0
Garden 1 All 0 2 0 Sioux 1 All 0 0 0
Garfield 3 None 2 0 0 Stanton 4 All 0 1 0
Gosper 2 None 0 1 0 Thayer 5 None 3 1 0
Grant 2 All 0 0 0 Thomas 2 All 0 0 0
Greeley 3 None 0 0 0 Thurston 4 Part(5) (Pop) 3 0 0
Hall 3 None 15 12 0 Valley 3 None 2 0 0
Hamilton 3 None 1 1 0 Washington* 4 None 7 5 0
Harlan 3 All 1 0 0 Wayne 4 None 2 0 0
Hayes 2 All 0 0 0 Webster 3 Part(5) (Facility) 0 3 0
Hitchcock 2 All 0 0 0 Wheeler 3 None 0 0 0
Holt 4 None 6 5 0 York 5 None 5 1 0
Hooker 2 All 0 0 0
Howard 3 Part(5) (Facility) 3 0 0
Jefferson 5 None 4 0 0 Nebraska 569 455 25
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Health Professionals

Table 2.11 - Actively Licensed Nursing Professionals(1) by County and Licensure Type,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, February 25,
2005. Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these
data. Professionals may practice in more than one county, which may or may not include the county to which the license was
issued; and Bureau of Primary Health Care, 2005. See  http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/databases/hpsa/hpsa.cfm (data current as
of October 2005).

(1) All professionals tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not
necessarily practicing.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) Health Professional Shortage Area. For more detail about Nebraska HPSAs, see Table 2.1.
(4) “Part” signifies that only specific facilities or populations within a county have been designated with a shortage.
(5) Total includes two nurses for whom county was unknown.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

County Region(2)
HPSA

Status(3)

Active 
Registered 

Nurses

Certified 
Licensed 
Practical 

Nurses

Licensed 
Practical 

Nurses County Region(2)
HPSA

Status(3)

Active 
Registered 

Nurses

Certified 
Licensed 
Practical 

Nurses

Licensed 
Practical 

Nurses
Adams 3 None 373 8 105 Johnson 5 None 44 2 29
Antelope 4 None 70 7 36 Kearney 3 All 74 5 44
Arthur 2 All 1 1 1 Keith 2 None 66 9 27
Banner 1 All 2 1 3 Keya Paha 4 All 9 1 6
Blaine 3 All 3 1 4 Kimball 1 All 19 5 18
Boone 4 None 48 9 50 Knox 4 Part(4) (Pop) 92 11 54
Box Butte 1 Part(4) (Pop) 76 11 94 Lancaster* 5 Part(4) (Facility) 3,336 70 863
Boyd 4 Part(4) (Facility) 19 2 14 Lincoln 2 Partial 346 18 193
Brown 4 All 26 5 19 Logan 2 Partial 2 0 3
Buffalo 3 None 598 29 278 Loup 3 None 2 3 5
Burt 4 None 69 8 41 Madison 4 None 386 11 261
Butler 5 None 78 6 54 McPherson 2 All 2 0 2
Cass* 5 All 266 7 63 Merrick 3 All 64 16 59
Cedar 4 All 98 4 52 Morrill 1 All 51 10 40
Chase 2 None 29 2 19 Nance 4 Part(4) (Facility) 29 7 30
Cherry 4 Partial 48 6 24 Nemaha 5 None 51 7 30
Cheyenne 1 None 62 17 49 Nuckolls 3 None 56 8 24
Clay 3 None 86 3 43 Otoe 5 None 128 11 49
Colfax 4 None 57 8 44 Pawnee 5 Part(4) (Facility) 26 1 21
Cuming 4 None 80 6 45 Perkins 2 None 24 4 13
Custer 3 Partial 83 23 76 Phelps 3 None 81 9 58
Dakota* 4 None 164 0 37 Pierce 4 None 75 6 68
Dawes 1 Partial 53 3 34 Platte 4 Part(4) (Facility) 161 17 157
Dawson 2 Part(4) (Facility) 120 13 99 Polk 5 None 41 9 47
Deuel 1 All 10 4 8 Red Willow 2 Part(4) (Facility) 79 2 58
Dixon* 4 All 57 2 29 Richardson 5 None 65 29 61
Dodge 4 None 332 10 127 Rock 4 None 9 2 11
Douglas* 6 Part(4) (Facility,Pop) 5,889 47 973 Saline 5 None 104 12 82
Dundy 2 All 7 4 21 Sarpy* 6 None 1,691 17 271
Fillmore 5 Part(4) (Facility) 48 2 46 Saunders* 5 All 177 3 57
Franklin 3 Part(4) (Facility) 33 7 27 Scotts Bluff 1 Part(4) (Facility) 426 39 238
Frontier 2 None 16 5 12 Seward* 5 None 139 5 53
Furnas 2 Part(4) (Facility) 30 4 36 Sheridan 1 All 55 3 32
Gage 5 Part(4) (Facility) 210 13 173 Sherman 3 None 25 5 18
Garden 1 All 20 1 13 Sioux 1 All 8 1 2
Garfield 3 None 13 7 13 Stanton 4 All 16 2 16
Gosper 2 None 22 3 13 Thayer 5 None 47 8 47
Grant 2 All 2 1 6 Thomas 2 All 8 1 7
Greeley 3 None 28 4 23 Thurston 4 Part(4) (Pop) 39 3 25
Hall 3 None 468 26 209 Valley 3 None 25 13 28
Hamilton 3 None 106 3 42 Washington* 4 None 264 2 47
Harlan 3 All 27 10 28 Wayne 4 None 62 7 35
Hayes 2 All 1 1 2 Webster 3 Part(4) (Facility) 46 4 20
Hitchcock 2 All 23 1 16 Wheeler 3 None 2 1 1
Holt 4 None 107 21 65 York 5 None 134 9 50
Hooker 2 All 6 0 4
Howard 3 Part(4) (Facility) 64 4 25
Jefferson 5 None 64 11 65 Nebraska 18,680(5) 779 6,520
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Health Professionals

Table 2.13 - Actively Licensed Physical Therapists, Occupational Therapists, and
Chiropractors(1) by County, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, February 25,
2005. Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these
data. Professionals may practice in more than one county, which may or may not include the county to which the license was
issued.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) All professionals tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not
necessarily practicing.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Physical Occupational Physical Occupational

County Region(2) Therapists Therapists Chiropractors County Region(2) Therapists Therapists Chiropractors

Adams 3 18 15 7 Johnson 5 1 2 1
Antelope 4 0 2 2 Kearney 3 0 2 1
Arthur 2 0 0 0 Keith 2 3 1 2
Banner 1 0 0 0 Keya Paha 4 1 0 0
Blaine 3 0 0 0 Kimball 1 0 0 1
Boone 4 2 1 1 Knox 4 3 3 1
Box Butte 1 4 1 2 Lancaster* 5 209 80 67
Boyd 4 0 1 0 Lincoln 2 14 10 10
Brown 4 2 2 2 Logan 2 0 0 0
Buffalo 3 32 15 12 Loup 3 0 0 1
Burt 4 1 4 1 Madison 4 19 8 14
Butler 5 3 1 1 McPherson 2 0 0 0
Cass* 5 11 7 3 Merrick 3 2 2 0
Cedar 4 2 3 0 Morrill 1 1 1 1
Chase 2 3 0 1 Nance 4 0 0 0
Cherry 4 2 0 2 Nemaha 5 2 0 2
Cheyenne 1 9 3 1 Nuckolls 3 2 2 0
Clay 3 2 0 2 Otoe 5 4 2 3
Colfax 4 3 1 5 Pawnee 5 0 0 0
Cuming 4 6 3 2 Perkins 2 0 0 0
Custer 3 7 4 1 Phelps 3 4 1 1
Dakota* 4 2 1 5 Pierce 4 1 0 1
Dawes 1 6 2 3 Platte 4 14 7 7
Dawson 2 8 1 3 Polk 5 1 2 0
Deuel 1 1 1 0 Red Willow 2 4 4 6
Dixon* 4 0 2 2 Richardson 5 1 3 1
Dodge 4 11 8 10 Rock 4 0 0 0
Douglas* 6 378 223 105 Saline 5 2 4 5
Dundy 2 1 0 1 Sarpy* 6 95 51 19
Fillmore 5 2 0 2 Saunders* 5 5 6 1
Franklin 3 2 0 0 Scotts Bluff 1 19 14 12
Frontier 2 0 1 0 Seward* 5 2 5 5
Furnas 2 3 1 0 Sheridan 1 1 1 1
Gage 5 7 7 5 Sherman 3 0 0 0
Garden 1 1 0 0 Sioux 1 0 0 0
Garfield 3 1 0 0 Stanton 4 1 0 1
Gosper 2 0 1 0 Thayer 5 2 1 0
Grant 2 0 0 0 Thomas 2 0 0 0
Greeley 3 1 0 0 Thurston 4 0 0 1
Hall 3 23 18 13 Valley 3 4 1 2
Hamilton 3 5 3 4 Washington* 4 16 4 3
Harlan 3 0 0 0 Wayne 4 4 1 3
Hayes 2 0 0 0 Webster 3 0 0 0
Hitchcock 2 0 0 0 Wheeler 3 0 0 0
Holt 4 5 2 4 York 5 8 2 6
Hooker 2 0 0 0
Howard 3 2 2 1
Jefferson 5 6 1 1 Nebraska 1,017 557 383
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Table 2.14 - Federally Designated Mental Health Professional Shortage Areas by County,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Federal Register, September 15, 2000. Vol. 65, No. 180; Bureau of Primary Health Care, October 2005.
http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/databases/hpsa/hpsa.cfm; and Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural
Health, October 2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

CHC - Community Health Center
CRHC - Certified Rural Health Clinic

County County
Adams Hastings Reg. Ctr. Catchment Area 3 Jefferson Service Area: Catchment Area 5
Antelope Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Johnson Service Area: Catchment Area 5
Arthur Service Area:                Catchment Area 2 Facility: Tecumseh State CI
Banner Service Area:                Catchment Area 1 Kearney Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Blaine Service Area: Catchment Area 3 Keith Service Area: Catchment Area 2
Boone Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Keya Paha Service Area: Catchment Area 4
Box Butte Service Area:                Catchment Area 1 Kimball Service Area: Catchment Area 1
Boyd Service Area:               Catchment Area 4 Knox Service Area: Catchment Area 4

CRHC: Naper Medical Clinic IHS facility: Santee Sioux Nation
Brown Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 IHS facility: Northern Ponca Tribe
Buffalo Service Area: Catchment Area 3 Lancaster* Service Area: Catchment Area 5
Burt Service Area:             Catchment Area 4 Facility: NE State Penitentiary
Butler Service Area:                Catchment Area 5 CHC: People's Comm Hlth Ctr
Cass* None Catchment Area 6 IHS facility: NE Urban Indian Med Ctr
Cedar Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Lincoln Service Area: Catchment Area 2
Chase Service Area:             Catchment Area 2 Logan Service Area: Catchment Area 2
Cherry Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Loup Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Cheyenne Service Area:                Catchment Area 1 Madison Service Area: Catchment Area 4
Clay Service Area: Catchment Area 3 McPherson Service Area: Catchment Area 2
Colfax Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Merrick Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Cuming Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Morrill Service Area: Catchment Area 1
Custer Service Area: Catchment Area 3 CRHC: Chimney Rock Med Ctr

CRHC: Arnold Med Clinic Nance Service Area: Catchment Area 4
CRHC: Callaway Med Clinic CRHC: Park Street Med Clinic

Dakota* Service Area:                Catchment Area 4 Nemaha Service Area: Catchment Area 5
Dawes Service Area: Catchment Area 1 Nuckolls Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Dawson Service Area: Catchment Area 2 Otoe Service Area: Catchment Area 5

CRHC: Costa Family Pract Pawnee Service Area: Catchment Area 5
Deuel Service Area:            Catchment Area 1 CRHC: Pawnee County RHC
Dixon* Service Area: Catchment Area 4 Perkins Service Area: Catchment Area 2
Dodge None Catchment Area 6 Phelps Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Douglas* CHC: Charles Drew Clinic Pierce Service Area: Catchment Area 4

CHC: One World Comm Platte Service Area: Catchment Area 4
IHS faciity: Fred Leroy Health Center CHC: Good Neighbor

Dundy Service Area: Catchment Area 2 Polk Service Area: Catchment Area 5
CRHC: Quality HC - Benkelman Red Willow Service Area: Catchment Area 2

Fillmore Service Area: Catchment Area 5 CRHC: Indianola Med Clinic
CRHC: Family Health Services Richardson Service Area: Catchment Area 5

Franklin Service Area: Catchment Area 3 Rock Service Area: Catchment Area 4
CRHC: Campbell Med Clinic Saline Service Area: Catchment Area 5
CRHC: FCMH-POOL Med Clinic Sarpy* None Catchment Area 6
CRHC: FCMH Hildreth Med Cln Saunders* Service Area: Catchment Area 5

Frontier Service Area: Catchment Area 2 CRHC: Saunders Phys Clinic
Furnas Service Area: Catchment Area 3 Scotts Bluff Service Area: Catchment Area 1

CRHC: Arapahoe Med Clinic CHC: Panhandle Comm
CRHC: Cambridge Med Clinic CRHC: Mitchell Med Center

Gage Service Area: Catchment Area 5 Seward* Service Area: Catchment Area 5
CRHC: Wymore Med Clinic Sheridan Service Area: Catchment Area 1
CRHC: Community Phys Clinic CRHC: Rushville clinic

Garden Service Area: Catchment Area 1 Sherman Service Area: Catchment Area 3
CRHC: Garden Cnty Hsp RHC Sioux Service Area: Catchment Area 1

Garfield Service Area: Catchment Area 3 Stanton Service Area: Catchment Area 4
Gosper Service Area: Catchment Area 2 Thayer Service Area:                Catchment Area 5
Grant Service Area: Catchment Area 2 Thomas Service Area: Catchment Area 2
Greeley Service Area: Catchment Area 3 Thurston Service Area: Catchment Area 4
Hall Service Area: Catchment Area 3 IHS facility: Carl T. Curtis Health Ctr
Hamilton Service Area: Catchment Area 3 IHS facility: Winnebago PHS Hosp
Harlan Service Area: Catchment Area 3 IHS facility: Winnebago Mental Hlth
Hayes Service Area: Catchment Area 2 Valley Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Hitchcock Service Area: Catchment Area 2 Washington* None Catchment Area 6

CRHC: Quality HC Svs Med Cln Wayne Service Area: Catchment Area 4
Holt Service Area: Catchment Area 4 Webster Service Area: Catchment Area 3
Hooker Service Area: Catchment Area 2 CRHC: Webster Cnty Clinic
Howard Service Area: Catchment Area 3 CRHC: Main St Medical Clinic

CRHC: Howard Cnty Med Clinic Wheeler Service Area: Catchment Area 3
York Service Area: Catchment Area 5

Affected Service Area(s)/Population Affected Service Area(s)/Population
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Table 2.15 - Actively Licensed(1) Mental Health Professionals by County, Shortage Area
Designation, and Licensure Type, Nebraska 2005

Continued . . .

Licensed Certified
County Master Certified Mental Marriage

MHPSA(3) Active Licensed Social Professional Health & Family
County Region(2) Status Psychiatrists(4) Psychologists(5) Workers(5) Counselors(5) Practioners(5) Therapists(5)

Adams 3 Facility(6) 3 9 11 17 54 2
Antelope 4 Yes 0 0 3 0 3 0
Arthur 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Banner 1 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Blaine 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Boone 4 Yes 0 0 0 0 1 0
Box Butte 1 Yes 0 0 1 7 8 0
Boyd 4 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Brown 4 Yes 0 0 0 2 4 0
Buffalo 3 Yes 2 7 11 57 85 4
Burt 4 Yes 0 0 1 0 3 0
Butler 5 Yes 0 0 1 1 3 0
Cass * 5 No 0 2 2 6 11 0
Cedar 4 Yes 0 0 0 1 2 1
Chase 2 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Cherry 4 Yes 0 0 1 0 1 0
Cheyenne 1 Yes 0 0 0 4 5 0
Clay 3 Yes 0 0 0 3 5 0
Colfax 4 Yes 0 1 0 0 1 0
Cuming 4 Yes 0 0 1 3 4 0
Custer 3 Yes 0 0 1 4 5 0
Dakota * 4 Yes 0 1 2 5 8 0
Dawes 1 Yes 0 0 0 13 15 1
Dawson 2 Yes 0 0 3 6 13 2
Deuel 1 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dixon* 4 Yes 0 0 1 2 3 0
Dodge 4 No 0 0 6 4 16 0
Douglas * 6 Yes 67 130 303 278 759 16
Dundy 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fillmore 5 Yes 0 0 0 7 7 0
Franklin 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 2 0
Frontier 2 Yes 0 1 0 1 1 0
Furnas 2 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Gage 5 Yes 0 14 4 8 19 2
Garden 1 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Garfield 3 Yes 0 0 1 0 1 0
Gosper 2 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Grant 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greeley 3 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Hall 3 Yes 7 7 17 32 65 4
Hamilton 3 Yes 0 0 1 1 5 0
Harlan 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 1 0
Hayes 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hitchcock 2 Yes 0 0 0 2 2 0
Holt 4 Yes 0 2 0 2 5 1
Hooker 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Howard 3 Yes 0 1 0 1 2 0
Jefferson 5 Yes 0 1 0 1 2 0
Johnson 5 Yes 1 1 0 1 3 0
Kearney 3 Yes 0 1 0 1 2 0
Keith 2 Yes 0 0 2 3 6 0
Keya Paha 4 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kimball 1 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Knox 4 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
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Table 2.15 (Continued) - Actively Licensed(1) Mental Health Professionals by County,
Shortage Area Designation, and Licensure Type, Nebraska 2005

Sources: (Psychiatrists) UNMC Health Professions Tracking Center, February, 2005; (All Others) Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Department of Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, Feburay 15, 2005. Address changes that have not
been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these data. Professionals may practice in
more than one county, which may or may not include the county to which the license was issued; and U.S. Census Bureau,
census 2004 data for state of Nebraska; see http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv (Last
Release Date: August 11, 2005).

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Actively licensed professionals possess an active license but are not necessarily practicing.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) MHPSA = Mental Health Professional Shortage Areas. For more detail about county MHPSAs, see Table 2.14.
(4) Count includes Child Psychiatrists. All professionals tracked by the UNMC Health Professions Tracking Center possess an active
license and are actively practicing.
(5) All professionals tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not
necessarily practicing.
(6) Hastings Regional Center.

Licensed Certified
County Master Certified Mental Marriage

MHPSA(3) Active Licensed Social Professional Health & Family
County Region(2) Status Psychiatrists(4) Psychologists(5) Workers(5) Counselors(5) Practioners(5) Therapists(5)

Lancaster * 5 Yes 24 109 152 172 448 31
Lincoln 2 Yes 3 4 8 27 44 0
Logan 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Loup 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Madison 4 Yes 8 17 16 20 49 0
McPherson 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Merrick 3 Yes 0 0 1 3 5 0
Morrill 1 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nance 4 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nemaha 5 Yes 0 1 3 0 3 0
Nuckolls 3 Yes 0 0 1 1 2 1
Otoe 5 Yes 0 2 3 3 7 0
Pawnee 5 Yes 0 0 1 0 1 0
Perkins 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Phelps 3 Yes 0 0 0 4 5 2
Pierce 4 Yes 0 0 0 1 3 0
Platte 4 Yes 2 0 8 5 20 1
Polk 5 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Red Willow 2 Yes 0 0 1 6 8 0
Richardson 5 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Rock 4 Yes 0 0 0 0 1 0
Saline 5 Yes 0 0 2 1 6 1
Sarpy* 6 No 6 13 40 44 112 1
Saunders* 5 Yes 0 2 3 1 4 0
Scotts Bluff 1 Yes 5 9 9 12 32 1
Seward* 5 Yes 0 3 0 7 11 1
Sheridan 1 Yes 0 0 0 2 2 0
Sherman 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 1 0
Sioux 1 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stanton 4 Yes 0 1 1 0 1 0
Thayer 5 Yes 0 0 0 1 1 0
Thomas 2 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Thurston 4 Yes 0 0 1 0 2 0
Valley 3 Yes 0 0 0 2 2 0
Washington* 4 No 0 1 5 3 8 0
Wayne 4 Yes 0 0 2 6 11 0
Webster 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
Wheeler 3 Yes 0 0 0 0 0 0
York 5 Yes 0 3 4 4 14 3
Nebraska 128 343 634 806 1,943 75
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Table 2.17 - Actively Licensed Dental Health Professionals,(1) Nebraska and Substate
Areas 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, February 25,
2005. Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these
data. Professionals may practice in more than one county, which may or may not include the county to which the license was
issued; and U.S. Census Bureau, census 2004 data for state of Nebraska. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-
EST2004-ALLDATA.csv (Last Release Date: August 11, 2005).

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) All professionals tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not
necessarily practicing.
(2) Per 1,000 population. In the health provider to population ratio, the numerator used 2005 data and the denominator used 2004
census data.

Number Rate(2)

Nebraska 1,110 0.64

Western 43 0.49
Southwest 51 0.48
Central 122 0.56
Northern 122 0.46
Southeast 325 0.72
Eastern 447 0.72

Non-metropolitan* 383 0.50
Metropolitan* 727 0.74



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 87

Health Professionals

Table 2.18 - Federally Designated Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas by County,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Federal Register, September 15, 2000. Volume 65, No. 180; Bureau of Primary Health Care, http://hpsafind.hrsa.gov/
HPSASearch.aspx, October 17, 2005; and Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health, October 2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

CHC - Community Health Center
CRHC - Certified Rural Health Clinic

County Affected Service Area(s)/Population County Affected Service Area(s)/Population
Adams None Hooker None
Antelope None Howard CRHC: Howard County Medical Clinic
Arthur None Jefferson None
Banner None Johnson None
Blaine None Kearney None
Boone None Keith None
Box Butte None Keya Paha None
Boyd CRHC: Naper Medical Clinic Kimball None
Brown None Knox IHS: Santee Sioux Nation
Buffalo None IHS: Northern Ponca Tribe of Nebraska
Burt None Lancaster* CHC: People's Community Health Ctr
Butler None IHS: NE Urban Indian Medical Center
Cass* None Lincoln None
Cedar None Logan None
Chase None Loup None
Cherry None Madison None
Cheyenne None McPherson None
Clay None Merrick None
Colfax None Morrill CRHC: Chimney Rock Medical Center
Cuming Population: Am In--Winnebago/Omaha                Nance CRHC: Park Street Medical Clinic

(Omaha In--Bancroft Twp, Cleveland Twp) Nemaha None
Custer CRHC: Arnold Medical Clinic Nuckolls None

CRHC: Callaway Medical Clinic Otoe None
Dakota* None Pawnee Pawnee County Rural Health Center
Dawes None Perkins None
Dawson CRHC: Costa Family Practice Phelps None
Deuel None Pierce None
Dixon* None Platte CHC: Good Neighbor CHC
Dodge None Polk None
Douglas* CHC: One World Community Health Center Red Willow CRHC: Indianola Medical Clinic

CHC: Charles Drew Health Clinic Richardson None
HIS: Fred Leroy Health and Wellness Center Rock None

Dundy CRHC: Quality Health Care - Benkelman Saline None
Fillmore CRHC: Family Health Services Sarpy* None
Franklin CRHC: Campbell Medical Clinic Saunders* CRHC: Saunders County Health Svcs

CRHC: FCMH-POOL Medical Clinic Scotts Bluff CHC: Panhandle Comm Health Center
CRHC: FCMH-Hildreth Medical Clinic CRHC: Mitchell Medical Center

Frontier None Seward* None
Furnas CRHC: Arapahoe Medical Clinic Sheridan CRHC: Rushville Clinic

CRHC: Cambridge Medical Clinic Sherman None
Gage CRHC: Wymore Medical Clinic Sioux None

CRHC: Community Physicians Clinic Stanton None
Garden Medicaid eligible population Thayer None

CRHC: Garden County Hospital RHC Thomas None
Garfield None Thurston Population: Winnebago/Omaha Tribes
Gosper None IHS: Carl T. Curtis Health Center
Grant None IHS: Winnebago PHS Indian Hospital
Greeley None IHS: Winnebago Mental Health Clinic
Hall None Valley None
Hamilton None Washington* None
Harlan None Wayne None
Hayes None Webster CRHC: Webster County Clinic
Hitchcock CRHC: Quality Health Care Svcs Med Clinic CRHC: Main Street Medical Clinic
Holt None Wheeler None

York None
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Table 2.19 - Federally Designated Dental Health Professional Shortage Areas and Number
of Actively Licensed Dentists(1) by County, Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, February 25,
2005. Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these
data. Professionals may practice in more than one county, which may or may not include the county to which the license was
issued; Bureau of Primary Health Care, http://hpsafind.hrsa.gov/HPSASearch.aspx, October 17, 2005; and Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, Office of Rural Health, October 2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) All professionals tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not
necessarily practicing.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) “Part” signifies that only specific facilities or populations within a county have been designated with a shortage.

Shortage Active Shortage Active
County Region(2) Area Dentists County Region(2) Area Dentists
Adams 3 None 21 Jefferson 5 None 4
Antelope 4 None 1 Johnson 5 None 2
Arthur 2 None 0 Kearney 3 None 4
Banner 1 None 0 Keith 2 None 4
Blaine 3 None 0 Keya Paha 4 None 0
Boone 4 None 2 Kimball 1 None 1
Box Butte 1 None 4 Knox 4 Part(3) (Pop) 3
Boyd 4 Part(3) (Facility) 1 Lancaster* 5 Part(3) (Facility) 248
Brown 4 None 1 Lincoln 2 None 19
Buffalo 3 None 29 Logan 2 None 0
Burt 4 None 4 Loup 3 None 0
Butler 5 None 3 Madison 4 None 30
Cass* 5 None 7 McPherson 2 None 0
Cedar 4 None 2 Merrick 3 None 2
Chase 2 None 2 Morrill 1 Part(3) (Facility) 1
Cherry 4 None 5 Nance 4 Part(3) (Facility) 2
Cheyenne 1 None 4 Nemaha 5 None 3
Clay 3 None 3 Nuckolls 3 None 2
Colfax 4 None 4 Otoe 5 None 9
Cuming 4 Part(3) (Pop) 4 Pawnee 5 Part(3) (Facility) 2
Custer 3 Part(3) (Facility) 5 Perkins 2 None 1
Dakota* 4 None 4 Phelps 3 None 4
Dawes 1 None 6 Pierce 4 None 3
Dawson 2 Part(3) (Facility) 14 Platte 4 Part(3) (Facility) 11
Deuel 1 None 3 Polk 5 None 2
Dixon* 4 None 2 Red Willow 2 Part(3) (Facility) 7
Dodge 4 None 23 Richardson 5 None 4
Douglas* 6 Part(3) (Facility) 392 Rock 4 None 1
Dundy 2 Part(3) (Facility) 2 Saline 5 None 7
Fillmore 5 Part(3) (Facility) 2 Sarpy* 6 None 55
Franklin 3 Part(3) (Facility) 2 Saunders* 5 Part(3) (Facility) 5
Frontier 2 None 0 Scotts Bluff 1 Part(3) (Facility) 21
Furnas 2 Part(3) (Facility) 2 Seward* 5 None 7
Gage 5 Part(3) (Facility) 12 Sheridan 1 Part(3) (Facility) 2
Garden 1 Part(3) (Facility, Pop) 1 Sherman 3 None 1
Garfield 3 None 2 Sioux 1 None 0
Gosper 2 None 0 Stanton 4 None 1
Grant 2 None 0 Thayer 5 None 2
Greeley 3 None 1 Thomas 2 None 0
Hall 3 None 38 Thurston 4 Part(3) (Facility, Pop) 1
Hamilton 3 None 5 Valley 3 None 2
Harlan 3 None 0 Washington* 4 None 7
Hayes 2 None 0 Wayne 4 None 4
Hitchcock 2 Part(3) (Facility) 0 Webster 3 Part(3) (Facility) 0
Holt 4 None 6 Wheeler 3 None 0
Hooker 2 None 0 York 5 None 6
Howard 3 Part(3) (Facility) 1 Nebraska 1,110
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Table 2.20 - Practicing Pharmacists, Nebraska and Substate Areas 2005

Sources: UNMC Health Professions Tracking Center, February 25, 2005; and U.S. Census Bureau, census 2004 data for state of
Nebraska, August 11, 2005. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv (Last Release).

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Per 1,000 population. In the health provider to population ratio, the numerator used 2005 data and the denominator used 2004
census data.

Number Rate(1)

Nebraska 1,882 1.08

Western 95 1.08
Southwest 76 0.72
Central 208 0.95
Northern 202 0.75
Southeast 409 0.91
Eastern 892 1.44

Non-metropolitan* 642 0.85
Metropolitan* 1,240 1.25
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Table 2.21 - Number of  Practicing Pharmacists by County, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation & Licensure, Credentialing Division, February 25,
2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Practicing Practicing
County Region(1) Pharmacists County Region(1) Pharmacists
Adams 3 36 Jefferson 5 6
Antelope 4 5 Johnson 5 2
Arthur 2 0 Kearney 3 4
Banner 1 0 Keith 2 9
Blaine 3 0 Keya Paha 4 0
Boone 4 5 Kimball 1 5
Box Butte 1 9 Knox 4 9
Boyd 4 0 Lancaster * 5 272
Brown 4 3 Lincoln 2 23
Buffalo 3 41 Logan 2 0
Burt 4 6 Loup 3 0
Butler 5 6 Madison 4 43
Cass* 5 18 McPherson 2 0
Cedar 4 10 Merrick 3 7
Chase 2 2 Morrill 1 5
Cherry 4 5 Nance 4 1
Cheyenne 1 12 Nemaha 5 5
Clay 3 1 Nuckolls 3 4
Colfax 4 6 Otoe 5 15
Cuming 4 7 Pawnee 5 3
Custer 3 11 Perkins 2 2
Dakota* 4 5 Phelps 3 8
Dawes 1 10 Pierce 4 4
Dawson 2 14 Platte 4 21
Deuel 1 2 Polk 5 4
Dixon* 4 3 Red Willow 2 13
Dodge 4 27 Richardson 5 6
Douglas* 6 747 Rock 4 1
Dundy 2 1 Saline 5 9
Fillmore 5 5 Sarpy* 6 145
Franklin 3 1 Saunders* 5 13
Frontier 2 2 Scotts Bluff 1 42
Furnas 2 9 Seward* 5 12
Gage 5 19 Sheridan 1 8
Garden 1 2 Sherman 3 3
Garfield 3 3 Sioux 1 0
Gosper 2 1 Stanton 4 1
Grant 2 0 Thayer 5 4
Greeley 3 3 Thomas 2 0
Hall 3 55 Thurston 4 2
Hamilton 3 12 Valley 3 6
Harlan 3 4 Washington* 4 25
Hayes 2 0 Wayne 4 5
Hitchcock 2 0 Webster 3 3
Holt 4 8 Wheeler 3 0
Hooker 2 0 York 5 10
Howard 3 6 Nebraska 1,882
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Health Care Facilities

Chapter 3: Health Care Facilities

Highlights

Hospitals
The total number of available hospital beds in Nebraska declined 26 percent between 1990
and 2004. Total licensed hospital bed occupancy rates remained steady, from 53.8 percent in
1990 to 52.7 percent in 2004. Outpatient surgeries increased 42 percent from 1990 to 2004,
while inpatient surgeries declined 3.4 percent during that period.

Critical Access Hospitals
After initial increases in the number of certified Critical Access Hospitals in Nebraska—from 7
in December 1999 to 54 in December 2001, to 60 in June 2003—the number of Critical
Access Hospitals has remained steady at 60 as of November 2005.

Behavioral Health Care
In 2004, there were 13 behavioral health care units/hospitals in Nebraska, with 782 beds set
up and staffed. There were 12,364 patients discharged in 2004. The average length of stay in
a behavioral health care unit/hospital was 19.1 days.

Long-term Care
There were 232 facilities in Nebraska providing long-term care in 2004. While the population
of Nebraska residents aged 65 and over increased 3.9 percent from 1990 to 2004, the
number of long-term care beds per 1,000 aged 65 and over decreased during that period,
from 87.4 in 1990, to 73.9 in 2004.

Ambulatory Surgical Centers
There were 37 ambulatory surgical centers in Nebraska as of October 2005. Almost half (N =
18) of the ambulatory surgical centers were located in the Eastern Health Planning Region.

Assisted Living Facilities
As of October 2005, Nebraska had 270 assisted living facilities—175 in non-metropolitan
counties and 95 in metropolitan counties.

Home Health Agencies
As of October 2005, Nebraska had 123 home health agencies—69 in non-metropolitan
counties and 54 in metropolitan counties. The Eastern Health Planning Region had the largest
number of home health agencies (N = 34).

Rural Health Clinics
The number of Certified Rural Health Clinics licensed to operate in Nebraska increased from
74 in November 2003 to 111 in October 2005. The Northern Health Planning Region had the
largest number of Rural Health Clinics (N = 42).

Continued on page 94
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Chapter Profile

Health Services for Medically Underserved Populations
In 2005, there were 5 Community Health Centers, 6 Federally Qualified Health Centers, 6 Indian Health
Service Sites, and 1 Migrant Health Center in Nebraska.

Health Departments
As of October 2005, there were 25 health departments in Nebraska.

Emergency Medical Services
For information on Emergency Medical Services (EMS), see p. 249.

Hospitals  
 Total Number of Hospitals 100 
 Providing Acute Care 89 
 Providing Acute Care & Swing Beds 66 
 Providing Long-term Care 30 
 Providing Behavioral Health Care 13 
 Providing Rehabilitation Care 6 
  
Certified Critical Access Hospitals 60 
  
Hospital Capacity and Utilization by Bed Care Type  
 Hospital Beds per 1,000 Population 5.0 
  
 Total Hospital Beds 8,709 
 Occupancy Rate 52.7% 
  
 Acute Care Beds 5,562 
  Occupancy Rate 37.3% 
  
 Neonatal Intensive Care Beds 162 
  Occupancy Rate 67.9% 
  
 Newborn Beds 674 
  Occupancy Rate 22.2% 
  
 Long-term Care Beds 1,609 
  Occupancy Rate 82.7% 
  
 Behavioral Health Care Beds 912 
  Occupancy Rate 67.4% 
  
 Chemical Dependency Treatment Beds 116 
  Occupancy Rate 24.2% 
  
 Rehabilitation Beds 176 
  Occupancy Rate 63.4% 
  
Acute Care Hospitalizations and Characteristics of Hospitalizations  
 Acute Care Hospitals 89 
 Acute Care Discharges 184,727 
 Average Length of Stay in Days 4.1 
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Hospitals (continued)  
Total Surgery Visits–Acute Care Hospitals  
 Total 203,297 
 Percent Inpatient Surgery Visits 35.6% 
 Percent Outpatient Surgery Visits 64.4% 
  
Behavioral Health Facilities  
 Behavioral Health Care Units/Hospitals Capacity and Utilization  
  Number of Units/Hospitals Providing Behavioral Health Care 13 
  Number of Behavioral Health Care Discharges 12,364 
  Licensed Bed Capacity 912 
   Occupancy Rate 68.4% 
  
  Average Length of Stay in Days 19.1 
  
Long-term Care  
 Facilities Providing Long-term Care  
  Total 232 
  Hospital-based Facilities 30 
  Free-standing Nursing Home Facilities 202 
  
 Long-term Care Capacity and Utilization  
  Total Long-term Care Beds 17,130 
  Occupancy Rate 82.7% 
  
 Licensed Long-term Care Beds  
  Per 1,000 Population 65 Years of Age and Over  
   Nebraska 73.9 
   United States(1)(2) 49.7 
  Per 1,000 Population 85 Years of Age and Over  
   Nebraska 477.0 
   United States(1)(2) 385.1 
  
Health Facilities & Service Delivery Programs  
 Facilities  
  Rural Health Clinics 111 
  Ambulatory Surgical Centers 37 
  Centers for the Developmentally Disabled 162 
  Assisted Living Facilities 270 
  Home Health Agencies 123 
  Mental Health Centers 47 
  Substance Abuse Treatment Facilities 71 
  Community Health Centers 5 
  Federally Qualified Health Centers 6 
  Indian Health Services Sites 6 
  Migrant Health Centers 1 
  
Health Departments 25 
  
(1) Based on 2002 population data. Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Resident Population Estimates of the United 
States by Age and Sex: July 1, 2002. Downloaded 11/16/05 from: 
http://www.census.gov/popest/archives/2000s/vintage_2002/NA-EST2002-ASRO-01.html. 
(2) United States 2002 total for nursing home beds. Source: National Center for Health Statistics. Health, United 
States, 2004. With Chartbook on Trends in the Health of Americans. Hyattsville, Maryland: 2004. Downloaded 
11/10/05. 
 



Chapter 3

96 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

F
ig

u
re

 3
.1

 -
 A

ll 
H

o
sp

ita
ls

 b
y 

C
o

u
n

ty
 a

n
d

 H
ea

lt
h

 P
la

n
n

in
g

 R
eg

io
n

, N
eb

ra
sk

a 
20

05

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

� �
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��
��

��
��

�	

��
�

��
�	


���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
���
��

��
��
��

��
�

��
���

��
��



��
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��

�	
��
�

��
�

�

�	
���
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��
���

��
��
���
�

��
�

��

 �
��

!�
��

��
��
�

"�
���
�

��
��
��
��

#�
��	
�

�	
��

"�
��
��


��
��



��
	$

��
���
�

��
%�
	��
�

��
��

��




��
��
�

��
��
��

"�
��

�	
���
�

�	
��
�


��
��
��

#�
���
�$
�

��
���
�

&�
���
�

"�
��
��

��
��
�

'�
��
�


��
��
�

���

��
�
�

��
���
�

#�
��



'�
��
��

��
��
�

"�
��$



��
	�
��
�


��
"�
��

�
�

��
��
��

��
	�
�

�	
��
��

��
��
��

��
��
���

���
��
��
�

��
���
���

��
���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
%"
��
�

(�
��
�

��
��

��

)
��

��
�

)
��
���
�

(	
��
���



��
���
��

��
���


��

$
��

��
���

%�
�	�
�

��
��
��
�

��
��
��
�

*�
���
�

��

��
�%)

����
�

)
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
���

"�
��
��

��
��
��
�

��

(�
��
��

*�
��

�
�

'�
	�

��
�

��
	�
��
 ��
�$
�

��
��
��

)
�

���
���
�

��
���
��
��
�	
��

��
	�
��
��
�
���
���
���
�
�	
��
	��
��
�

��
���
�%+
%,%
)
�

���
�

��
���
�%+
&%
,%(
��
���
��

��
���
�%+
+%,
%�
�	
���
�

�

��
���
�%+
++%
,%�
��
���
�

��
���
�%&
%,%
��
	��
��

���
���
�%&
+%

%-
�

���
�

��
��
��
��
��
��
	�
�

��
	��
��
��
	�
��
��
��
��
��
��

�
��
��
� 
���
��
��
��
�	
�

��
	�
��
.%(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%"
��
��



���

%'
��
��
���
%�
��
���
/%0
(�
�%
12
23
4

5(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%"
���
���
�%�
��
���

%�
��
���
�%�
�%(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%��
�%�
	�
��
%�
��
6��
�

%�
�

���

/%1
22
74

��
���
��
�$
��
%��
%(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%��
�%�
	�
��%
��
���
�%�
�

��
��
�4

L
o

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

H
o

sp
ita

l



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 97

Health Care Facilities

F
ig

u
re

 3
.2

 -
 C

ri
ti

ca
l A

cc
es

s 
H

o
sp

ita
ls

 b
y 

C
o

u
n

ty
 a

n
d

 H
ea

lt
h

 P
la

n
n

in
g

 R
eg

io
n

, N
eb

ra
sk

a 
20

05

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��
��

��
��

�	

��
�

��
�	


���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
���
��

��
��
��

��
�

��
���

��
��



��
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��

�	
��
�

��
�

�

�	
���
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��
���

��
��
���
�

��
�

��

 �
��

!�
��

��
��
�

"�
���
�

��
��
��
��

#�
��	
�

�	
��

"�
��
��


��
��



��
	$

��
���
�

��
%�
	��
�

��
��

��




��
��
�

��
��
��

"�
��

�	
���
�

�	
��
�


��
��
��

#�
���
�$
�

��
���
�

&�
���
�

"�
��
��

��
��
�

'�
��
�


��
��
�

���

��
�
�

��
���
�

#�
��



'�
��
��

��
��
�

"�
��$



��
	�
��
�


��
"�
��

�
�

��
��
��

��
	�
�

�	
��
��

��
��
��

��
��
���

���
��
��
�

��
���
���

��
���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
%"
��
�

(�
��
�

��
��

��

)
��

��
�

)
��
���
�

(	
��
���



��
���
��

��
���


��

$
��

��
���

%�
�	�
�

��
��
��
�

��
��
��
�

*�
���
�

��

��
�%)

����
�

)
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
���

"�
��
��

��
��
��
�

��

(�
��
��

*�
��

�
�

'�
	�

��
�

��
	�
��
 ��
�$
�

��
��
��

)
�

���
���
�

��
���
�%+
%,%
)
�

���
�

��
���
�%+
&%
,%(
��
���
��

��
���
�%+
+%,
%�
�	
���
�

�

��
���
�%+
++%
,%�
��
���
�

��
���
�%&
%,%
��
	��
��

���
���
�%&
+%

%-
�

���
�

��
��
��
��
��
��
��
�

�	
���
��
��
��
��
��
� 
	�
��
�!

�
��
��
��
��
���
�

��
	�
��
.%(
��
��

�
�%�

��
���
%"
��
��



���

%'
��
��
���
%�
��
���
/%0
(�
�%
12
23
4

5(
��
��

�
�%�

��
���
%"
���
���
�%�

��
���

%�
��
���
�%�
�%(
��
��

�
�%�

��
���
%��
�%�

	�
��
%�
��
6��
�

%�
�

���

/%1
22
74

��
���
��
�$
��
%��
%(
��
��

�
�%�

��
���
%��
�%�
	�
��%
��
���
�%�

�

��
��
�4



Chapter 3

98 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

F
ig

u
re

 3
.3

 -
 A

cu
te

 C
ar

e,
 N

o
n

-F
ed

er
al

, N
o

n
-S

ta
te

 H
o

sp
ita

ls
 b

y 
C

o
u

n
ty

 a
n

d
 H

ea
lt

h
 P

la
n

n
in

g
 R

eg
io

n
, N

eb
ra

sk
a 

20
05

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��
��

��
��

�	

��
�

��
�	


���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
���
��

��
��
��

��
�

��
���

��
��



��
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��

�	
��
�

��
�

�

�	
���
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��
���

��
��
���
�

��
�

��

 �
��

!�
��

��
��
�

"�
���
�

��
��
��
��

#�
��	
�

�	
��

"�
���
�


��
��



��
	$

��
���
�

��
%�
	��
�

��
��

��




��
��
�

��
��
��

"�
��

�	
���
�

�	
��
�


��
��
��

#�
���
�$
�

��
���
�

&�
���
�

"�
��
��

��
��
�

'�
��
�


��
��
�

���

��
�
�

��
���
�

#�
��



'�
��
��

��
��
�

"�
��$



��
	�
��
�


��
"�
��

�
�

��
��
��

��
	�
�

�	
��
��

��
��
��

��
��
���

���
��
��
�

��
���
���

��
���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
%"
��
�

(�
��
�

��
��

��

)
��

��
�

)
��
���
�

(	
��
���



��
���
��

��
���


��

$
��

��
���

%�
�	�
�

��
��
��
�

��
��
��
�

*�
���
�
�
�

��
�%)

����
�

)
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
���

"�
��
��

��
��
��
�

��

(�
��
��

*�
��

�
�

'�
	�

��
�

��
	�
��
 ��
�$
�

��
��
��

)
�

���
���
�

��
��
���
���
��
��
��
��
��
���

���
���

�

�	
��
��
���

��
��
���
�%+
%,%
)
�

���
�

��
���
�%+
&%
,%(
��
���
��

��
���
�%+
+%,
%�
�	
���
�

�

��
���
�%+
++%
,%�
��
���
�

��
���
�%&
%,%
��
	��
��

���
���
�%&
+%

%-
�

���
�

��
��

��
��
��

��
�	
�

��
���
��
��
��
��
� 

�!
� 
��
�"

�
��
��
�#
���
��
��
��
��
�

��
	�
��
.%(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%"
��
��


��
�

%'
��
��
���
%�
��
���
/%0
(�
�%
12
23
4

5(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%"
���
���
�%�
��
���

%�
���
��
�%�
�%(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%��
�%�
	�
��
%�
��
6��
�

%�
�

���

/%1
22
74

��
���
��
�$
��
%��
%(
��
��

�
�%�
��
���
%��
�%�
	�
��%
��
���
�%�
�

��
���
4

L
o

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

H
o

sp
ita

l



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 99

Health Care Facilities

Table 3.1 - Hospitals: Total and by Type of Care Provided, Nebraska 1990, 2000, and 2004

Table 3.2 - Geographic Distribution of Nebraska Hospitals by Type of Care Provided,
Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005.

Note: Hospitals may provide more than one type of care.

(1) Includes federal hospitals.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005.

Note: Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

(1) Hospitals may be licensed to provide more than one type of care.
(2) Includes federal hospitals.
(3) Includes five behavioral health care hospitals and three rehabilitation care hospitals that do not provide acute care.

1990 2000 2004
Total Hospitals(1) 109 98 100

Providing Acute Care 92 85 89
Providing Acute and Swing Beds 63 67 66
Providing Long-term Care 35 38 30
Providing Behavioral Health Care 18 16 13
Providing Rehabilitation Care 3 6 6

All
Hospitals

Acute
Care(1)

Long-Term
Care(1)

Behavioral
Health Care(1)

Nebraska 100(2) (3) 89(2) 30 13

Western 8 8 3 1
Southwest 11 10 4 1
Central 18 15 9 3
Northern 25 23 6 2
Southeast 24 22 6 2
Eastern 14 11 2 4

Non-metropolitan* 77 71 27 7
Metropolitan* 23 18 3 6
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Table 3.3 - Hospital Beds: Capacity and Utilization, Nebraska 1990, 2000, and 2004

Sources:  Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management
Section, October 2005; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for
Counties by Age and Sex: Annual Time Series July 1, 1991, to July 1, 1999; and July 1, 2001, to July 1, 2004.

(1) Data for two facilities (one rural, one urban) were not reported and are not included.

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005; U.S.Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S.Census Bureau, Table CC-EST2004-alldata-County Population
Estimates by Selected Age Categories and Sex: July 1, 2004.

(1) Hospitals may provide more than one type of care.
(2) In this analysis, long-term care hospitals do not include nursing homes licensed to provide long-term care.

Figure 3.4 - Total Hospital Beds per 1,000 Population, Nebraska 1990 to 2004

1990 2000 2004
Total Hospital Beds(1) 11,743 9,658 8,709
  State Population 1,578,385 1,711,263 1,747,214
  Beds per 1,000 Population 7.4 5.6 5.0
  Occupancy rate 53.8% 54.0% 52.7%

Number of Acute Care Beds 7,399 5,549 5,562
  Occupancy rate 38.4% 36.5% 37.3%

Number of Acute and Swing Beds - -
  Occupancy rate 41.0% 40.6% 40.4%

Number of Neonatal Intensive Care Unit Beds 137 142 162
  Occupancy rate 52.6% 60.4% 67.9%

Number of New Born Beds (Bassinets) 818 724 674
  Occupancy rate 20.0% 19.1% 22.2%

Number of Long-term Care Beds(2) 2,340 2,361 1,609
  Occupancy rate 84.3% 84.4% 82.7%

Number of Behavioral Health Care Beds 1,402 1,202 912
  Occupancy rate 70.5% 58.6% 67.4%

Number of Chemical Dependency Unit Beds 417 164 116
  Occupancy rate 38.2% 14.2% 24.2%

Number of Rehabilitation Beds 138 140 176
  Occupancy rate 74.3% 54.4% 63.4%
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Table 3.4 - Characteristics of Acute Care Hospitals:  Capacity and Utilization,
Nebraska 1990, 2000, and 2004

Figure 3.5 - Acute Care Hospital Beds per 1,000 Population, Nebraska 1990 to
2004

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Table CC-EST2004-alldata-County Population
Estimates by Selected Age Categories and Sex: July 1, 2004.

Sources:  Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management
Section, October 2005; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for
Counties by Age and Sex: Annual Time Series July 1, 1991, to July 1, 1999; and July 1, 2001, to July 1, 2004.

(1) Data for two facilities (one rural, one urban) were not reported and are not included.

1990 2000 2004
Acute Care Hospitals-Nebraska 92 85 89
Acute Care Hospital Discharges Total 180,312 176,941 184,727
Acute Average Length of Stay in Days 5.8 4.2 4.1

Acute Bed Capacity-Licensed 7,399 5,549 5,562
  State Population 1,578,385 1,711,263 1,747,214
  Licensed Beds per 1,000 Population 4.7 3.2 3.2
  Acute Care Only Occupancy Rate 38.4% 36.5% 37.3%
  Acute Plus Swing Beds Occupancy Rate 41.0% 40.6% 40.4%

Acute Beds Setup and Staffed 6,678 5,007 4,431
  Acute Staffed Occupancy Bed Rate 43.0% 40.5% 47.0%
  Acute Plus Swing Staffed Occupancy Rate 46.0% 45.0% 50.7%

Acute Hospital Long-term Discharges 4,784 6,914 4,549
  Average Length of Stay in Days 135.5 81.5 63.6

Swing Bed Discharges 3,787 6,107 5,988
  Average Length of Stay in Days 20.1 14.8 11.1

Surgery Visits - Acute Care Hospitals 167,127 194,369 203,297
  Inpatient 74,930 70,496 72,349
  Outpatient 92,197 123,873 130,948
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Table 3.6 - Acute Care Hospitals:  Characteristics of Inpatient Hospital Discharges,
Nebraska and Health Planning Regions 2004

Table 3.5 - Acute Care Hospitals:  Characteristics of Inpatient Hospitals, Nebraska and
Health Planning Regions 2004

Figure 3.6 - Acute Care Hospitals:  Average Length of Stay in Days, Nebraska and
Health Planning Regions 2004

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005.

Notes: Average Length of Stay information is not adjusted for severity. Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska
Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section, October 2005.

Notes: Average Length of Stay information is not adjusted for severity. Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, 2001.

(1) Includes federal hospitals.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management
Section, October 2005.

Notes: Data for two facilitites (one rural, one urban) were not reported and are not included. Average Length of Stay
information is not adjusted for severity. Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, 2001.

Licensed Beds Staffed Beds

Acute Only Acute & Swing Acute Only Acute & Swing
Number Occupancy Occupancy Number Occupancy Occupancy
of Beds Rate Rate of Beds Rate Rate

Nebraska 5,562 37.3% 40.4% 4,431 47.0% 50.7%

Western 283 32.0% 35.8% 247 36.6% 41.0%
Southwest 317 27.2% 32.6% 304 28.4% 34.0%
Central 722 35.4% 39.8% 687 37.2% 41.9%
Northern 700 24.4% 33.2% 631 27.0% 36.9%
Southeast 1,240 36.5% 40.6% 924 49.0% 54.5%
Eastern 2,300 44.6% 44.6% 1,638 62.6% 62.6%

Total State Average Total Average
Acute Care Acute Care Length of Stay Census Daily 

Hospitals Discharges In Days Patient Days Census
Nebraska 89(1) 184,727 4.1 759,859 2,076.1

Western 8 9,682 3.5 33,027 90.2
Southwest 10 9,838 3.2 31,414 85.8
Central 15 24,520 3.8 93,328 255.0
Northern 23 19,362 3.2 62,219 170.0
Southeast 22 43,206 3.8 165,345 451.8
Eastern 11 78,119 4.8 374,526 1,023.3

4.8

3.8

3.2

3.8

3.2

3.5
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Table 3.7 - Distribution and Characteristics of Behavioral Health Care Units/Hospitals:
Capacity and Utilization, Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Figure 3.7 - Behavioral Health Care Units/Hospitals: Average Length of Stay in
Days,(1) Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005.

Notes: Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management
Section, October 2005.

Notes: Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For
further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p.1 and Appendix C.

(1) Average Length of Stay is not adjusted for severity.

15.0

26.9

8.5

24.9

67.2

19.0

5.3

4.3

19.1

Metropolitan*

Non-metropolitan*

Eastern

Southeast

Northern

Central

Southwest

Western

Nebraska

Behavioral Behavioral Average
Health Care Health Care Discharge Length of Occupancy Occupancy

Units/Hospitals Discharges Days Stay in Days Capacity Rate Capacity Rate
Nebraska 13 12,364 236,070 19.1 782 79.8% 912 68.4%

Western 1 675 2,918 4.3 20 40.0% 20 40.0%
Southwest 1 534 2,811 5.3 19 40.5% 19 40.5%
Central 3 1,998 37,959 19.0 187 41.4% 222 34.9%
Northern 2 1,053 70,767 67.2 193 99.7% 221 86.8%
Southeast 2 3,215 80,111 24.9 250 93.6% 287 81.5%
Eastern 4 4,889 41,504 8.5 113 94.4% 143 74.6%

Non-metropolitan* 7 4,260 114,455 26.9 419 67.9% 482 59.0%
Metropolitan* 6 8,104 121,615 15.0 363 93.6% 430 79.0%

Beds Set Up & Staffed Licensed Beds
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Table 3.8 - Long-term Care Expenditures and Utilization:  Medicare Home Health Agency
Summary, Nebraska and the United States, Calendar Year 2003

Table 3.9 - Characteristics of Facilities Providing Long-term Care, Nebraska
1990, 2000, and 2004

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Table CC-EST2004-alldata-County Population
Estimates by Selected Age Categories and Sex: July 1, 2004.

Note: Total nursing beds does not include hospital swing beds.

Source: HHA National State Summary, 2003. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Downloaded October 14, 2005:
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/statistics/feeforservice/HHA_st_03i.pdf.

1990 2000 2004
Hospitals With Long-term Care Units
     Number 35 38 30
     Beds 2,340 2,361 1,609
     Residents 2,145 1,975 1,348
     Annual Census Days 778,962 745,787 505,394
     Available Census Days 877,916 883,822 610,920
     Occupancy Rate 88.7% 84.4% 82.7%
Nursing Home Facilities
     Number 207 204 202
     Beds 17,149 16,346 15,521
     Residents 15,479 13,785 12,761
     Annual Census Days 5,615,000 5,070,480 4,690,846
     Available Census Days 6,245,406 6,037,320 5,669,799
     Occupancy Rate 89.9% 84.0% 82.7%
All Long-term Care Facilities
     Number 242 242 232
     Long-term Care Facility Residents 17,624 15,760 14,109
     Annual Census Days 6,394,562 5,816,267 5,196,240
     Available Census Days 7,123,322 6,921,142 6,280,719
     Occupancy Rate 89.8% 84.0% 82.7%
All Long-term Care Beds
     Beds 19,489 18,707 17,130
     Population Age 65 and Over 223,068 232,195 231,803
     Beds per 1,000 Population 65 and Over 87.4 80.6 73.9
     Population Age 85 and Over 29,202 33,953 35,910
     Beds per 1,000 Population 85 and Over 667.4 551.0 477.0

Nebraska U.S.
Total Payments $32,929,669 $10,148,955,234

Total Patients 12,428 2,684,537

Total Visits 290,144 82,517,107

Average Pay Per Patient $2,650 $3,781

Average Visits Per Patient 23 31
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Figure 3.9 - Ratio(1) of Long-term Care Beds to Population Aged 65 and Over,
Nebraska 1990 to 2004

Figure 3.10 - Ratio(1) of Total Long-term Care Beds to Population Aged 65 and
Over, Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section, October 2005;
U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for Counties by Age and Sex: Annual Time
Series July 1, 1991 to July 1, 1999; and July 1, 2001, to July 1, 2004.

(1) Per 1,000 people aged 65 and over.

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section, October
2005; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Table CC-EST2004-alldata-County Population Estimates by
Selected Age Categories and Sex: July 1, 2004.

Notes: Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further information
about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Per 1,000 people aged 65 and over.
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Table 3.11  - Long-term Care Capacity and Utilization by County, Nebraska 2004

Continued . . .

Aged 65 and Over Aged 85 and Over

Long-term Long-term Annual Available
Care Care Census Census Estimated Beds per Estimated Beds per

County Region(1) Beds Residents Days Days Population 1,000 Population 1,000
Adams 3 306 264 98,582 111,996 4,771 64.1 879 348.1
Antelope 4 80 58 22787 29280 1,422 56.3 273 293.0
Arthur 2 - - - - 82 0.0 7 0.0
Banner 1 - - - - 125 0.0 13 0.0
Blaine 3 - - - - 127 0.0 26 0.0
Boone 4 115 101 36448 42090 1,211 95.0 244 471.3
Box Butte 1 163 137 49716 59658 1,661 98.1 273 597.1
Boyd 4 47 31 11,323 17,202 543 86.6 117 401.7
Brown 4 46 37 15,650 16,836 763 60.3 160 287.5
Buffalo 3 395 338 126,680 144,570 4,901 80.6 879 449.4
Burt 4 156 120 45,637 57,096 1,535 101.6 271 575.6
Butler 5 144 127 46,513 52,704 1,520 94.7 176 818.2
Cass* 5 174 159 54,103 63,684 3,148 55.3 391 445.0
Cedar 4 174 146 53,412 63,684 1,790 97.2 327 532.1
Chase 2 91 69 24,182 33,306 831 109.5 149 610.7
Cherry 4 58 44 16,674 21,228 1,054 55.0 156 371.8
Cheyenne 1 105 98 31,113 38,430 1,579 66.5 234 448.7
Clay 3 116 93 35,782 42,456 1,211 95.8 171 678.4
Colfax 4 136 99 35,295 51,968 1,759 77.3 346 393.1
Cuming 4 145 116 42,760 53,070 1,990 72.9 338 429.0
Custer 3 214 179 62,796 79,694 2,360 90.7 391 547.3
Dakota* 4 202 175 64,796 73,932 2,121 95.2 297 680.1
Dawes 1 105 62 24,186 38,430 1,339 78.4 216 486.1
Dawson 2 234 189 69,976 85,644 3,214 72.8 568 412.0
Deuel 1 24 24 8,348 8,784 440 54.5 83 289.2
Dixon* 4 91 81 29,081 33,306 1,053 86.4 179 508.4
Dodge 4 623 494 186,786 228,018 6,270 99.4 1,073 580.6
Douglas* 6 3,175 2,603 960,554 1,176,838 51,403 61.8 7,183 442.0
Dundy 2 58 41 16,582 20,864 471 123.1 80 725.0
Fillmore 5 164 131 49,332 59,660 1,386 118.3 210 781.0
Franklin 3 85 72 26,073 31,110 824 103.2 144 590.3
Frontier 2 32 25 9,390 11,863 508 63.0 77 415.6
Furnas 2 94 82 30,360 34,404 1,206 77.9 240 391.7
Gage 5 343 280 103,655 123,894 4,295 79.9 766 447.8
Garden 1 40 30 11,747 14,640 588 68.0 88 454.5
Garfield 3 50 42 13,984 18,300 429 116.6 76 657.9
Gosper 2 47 38 13,689 17,202 442 106.3 51 921.6
Grant 2 - - - - 114 0.0 13 0.0
Greeley 3 55 38 16,083 20,130 600 91.7 99 555.6
Hall 3 856 668 249,284 313,296 7,482 114.4 1,147 746.3
Hamilton 3 157 119 45,942 57,462 1,384 113.4 155 1,012.9
Harlan 3 53 38 16,472 19,398 889 59.6 177 299.4
Hayes 2 - - - - 239 0.0 37 0.0
Hitchcock 2 40 31 11,661 14,640 683 58.6 139 287.8
Holt 4 182 157 58,809 66,612 2,204 82.6 393 463.1
Hooker 2 31 27 9,670 11,346 198 156.6 46 673.9
Howard 3 48 42 15,579 17,568 1,164 41.2 192 250.0
Jefferson 5 139 121 43,772 50,874 1,817 76.5 376 369.7
Johnson 5 67 57 22,852 24,522 962 69.6 212 316.0
Kearney 3 87 70 24,358 31,842 1,119 77.7 187 465.2
Keith 2 82 60 22,918 30,012 1,654 49.6 228 359.6
Keya Paha 4 - - - - 225 0.0 32 0.0
Kimball 1 49 47 16,033 17,934 832 58.9 122 401.6
Knox 4 237 175 65,291 86,742 2,077 114.1 371 638.8
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Table 3.11 (Continued) - Long-term Care Capacity and Utilization by County,
Nebraska 2004

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data Management Section,
October 2005; U.S. Census Bureau, Census 1990 and 2000; and U.S. Census Bureau, Table CC-EST2004-alldata-County Population
Estimates by Selected Age Categories and Sex: July 1, 2004.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Aged 65 and Over Aged 85 and Over

Long-term Long-term Annual Available
Care Care Census Census Estimated Beds per Estimated Beds per

County Region(1) Beds Residents Days Days Population 1,000 Population 1,000
Lancaster* 5 1,388 1,167 434,050 504,933 26,968 51.5 3,859 359.7
Lincoln 2 326 286 105,564 119,316 5,209 62.6 813 401.0
Logan 2 - - - - 131 0.0 23 0.0
Loup 3 - - - - 138 0.0 22 0.0
Madison 4 650 522 193,826 237,718 102 6,372.5 18 36,111.1
McPherson 2 - - - - 5,037 0.0 931 0.0
Merrick 3 114 80 31,326 41,724 1,409 80.9 256 445.3
Morrill 1 93 77 27,103 34,038 910 102.2 126 738.1
Nance 4 120 114 37,366 43,920 786 152.7 114 1,052.6
Nemaha 5 101 93 33,503 36,966 1,239 81.5 263 384.0
Nuckolls 3 122 96 35,094 44,652 1,130 108.0 188 648.9
Otoe 5 272 210 80,501 99,721 2,711 100.3 480 566.7
Pawnee 5 64 50 18,424 23,424 727 88.0 112 571.4
Perkins 2 50 45 16,901 18,300 599 83.5 103 485.4
Phelps 3 181 160 60,331 66,246 1,789 101.2 306 591.5
Pierce 4 114 80 29,879 41,724 1,263 90.3 211 540.3
Platte 4 202 191 68,704 73,932 4,084 49.5 601 336.1
Polk 5 110 100 34,767 40,260 1,111 99.0 204 539.2
Red Willow 2 120 104 40,649 43,920 2,085 57.6 338 355.0
Richardson 5 248 160 61,212 90,768 1,889 131.3 351 706.6
Rock 4 30 22 8,369 10,980 357 84.0 75 400.0
Saline 5 261 207 77,803 95,717 2,237 116.7 442 590.5
Sarpy* 6 399 364 132,703 146,034 10,086 39.6 868 459.7
Saunders* 5 232 194 69,382 85,367 3,094 75.0 460 504.3
Scotts Bluff 1 440 372 133,845 160,312 6,187 71.1 933 471.6
Seward* 5 294 254 88,611 107,604 2,531 116.2 468 628.2
Sheridan 1 96 92 31,573 34,226 1,239 77.5 235 408.5
Sherman 3 64 58 20,366 23,424 748 85.6 140 457.1
Sioux 1 - - - - 272 0.0 32 0.0
Stanton 4 70 67 23,138 25,620 787 88.9 122 573.8
Thayer 5 183 148 54,218 68,252 1,400 130.7 263 695.8
Thomas 2 - - - - 125 0.0 23 0.0
Thurston 4 71 50 20,931 25,986 892 79.6 96 739.6
Valley 3 70 48 18,580 25,620 1,065 65.7 202 346.5
Washington* 4 182 154 57,358 66,612 2,565 71.0 342 532.2
Wayne 4 72 55 17,735 26,352 1,269 56.7 215 334.9
Webster 3 105 82 30,049 37,884 974 107.8 164 640.2
Wheeler 3 - - - - 127 0.0 10 0.0
York 5 171 172 55,663 60,948 2,516 68.0 423 404.3

Nebraska 17,130 14,109 5,196,240 6,280,719 231,803 73.9 35,910 477.0
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Table 3.12 - Number of Health Facilities by Type and County, Nebraska 2005

Continued . . .

Medicare- Substance
Certified Ambulatory Centers for the Assisted- Home Mental Abuse

Rural Health Surgical Developmentally Living Health Health Treatment
County Region(1) Clinics Centers  Disabled Facilities Agencies Centers Facilities
Adams 3 0 1 4 5 4 2 2
Antelope 4 6 0 0 1 1 0 0
Arthur 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Banner 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blaine 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Boone 4 1 0 0 1 2 0 0
Box Butte 1 1 0 2 3 0 0 2
Boyd 4 1 0 0 2 1 0 0
Brown 4 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
Buffalo 3 0 2 0 8 3 5 2
Burt 4 4 0 3 1 1 0 0
Butler 5 0 0 2 1 0 0 0
Cass* 5 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
Cedar 4 2 0 0 5 1 0 0
Chase 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0
Cherry 4 1 0 0 2 1 0 0
Cheyenne 1 0 0 5 2 2 0 1
Clay 3 0 0 0 2 1 0 0
Colfax 4 4 0 0 3 1 0 0
Cuming 4 5 0 0 3 2 0 0
Custer 3 2 0 1 3 1 0 0
Dakota* 4 1 0 4 2 1 2 0
Dawes 1 1 0 2 2 1 0 0
Dawson 2 1 0 3 4 4 0 1
Deuel 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Dixon* 4 2 0 0 2 1 0 0
Dodge 4 1 1 1 6 1 0 1
Douglas* 6 0 16 36 40 34 19 20
Dundy 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Fillmore 5 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
Franklin 3 3 0 0 1 0 0 0
Frontier 2 1 0 0 2 0 0 0
Furnas 2 2 0 0 3 1 0 0
Gage 5 3 0 3 4 2 1 0
Garden 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Garfield 3 2 0 0 1 0 0 0
Gosper 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Grant 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Greeley 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Hall 3 0 2 1 9 2 1 2
Hamilton 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Harlan 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Hayes 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hitchcock 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0
Holt 4 2 0 2 3 1 0 1
Hooker 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Howard 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Jefferson 5 1 0 2 1 1 0 0
Johnson 5 1 0 0 1 1 0 0
Kearney 3 1 0 0 2 0 0 0
Keith 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Keya Paha 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kimball 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0
Knox 4 3 0 3 3 1 0 1
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Table 3.12 (Continued) - Number of Health Facilities by Type and County, Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health, October 2005; Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division: Health Clinics Roster, October 11, 2005; Centers
for the Developmentally Disabled Roster, October 11, 2005; Assisted-Living Facility Roster, October 11, 2005; Home Health Agencies
Roster, October 11, 2005; Mental Health Centers Roster, October 11, 2005; and Substance Abuse Treatment Centers Roster,
October 11, 2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Medicare- Substance
Certified Ambulatory Centers for the Assisted- Home Mental Abuse

Rural Health Surgical Developmentally Living Health Health Treatment
County Region(1) Clinics Centers  Disabled Facilities Agencies Centers Facilities
Lancaster * 5 0 9 24 33 14 8 23
Lincoln 2 1 1 2 5 2 0 1
Logan 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Loup 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Madison 4 0 2 5 12 3 0 5
McPherson 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Merrick 3 1 0 0 3 0 1 0
Morrill 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 0
Nance 4 3 0 0 5 0 0 0
Nemaha 5 0 0 4 1 2 0 0
Nuckolls 3 2 0 0 1 1 0 0
Otoe 5 1 0 0 4 1 0 0
Pawnee 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Perkins 2 1 0 0 1 2 0 0
Phelps 3 0 0 2 3 1 0 0
Pierce 4 1 0 0 1 1 0 0
Platte 4 0 0 5 4 1 2 2
Polk 5 1 0 0 2 0 0 0
Red Willow 2 1 0 5 2 1 0 1
Richardson 5 2 0 0 2 3 0 0
Rock 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Saline 5 4 0 4 2 0 0 0
Sarpy * 6 0 2 10 7 0 1 1
Saunders* 5 2 0 4 3 2 0 0
Scotts Bluff 1 2 1 13 8 3 0 2
Seward* 5 3 0 0 3 0 1 0
Sheridan 1 2 0 1 3 1 0 1
Sherman 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Sioux 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Stanton 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Thayer 5 6 0 0 3 2 0 0
Thomas 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Thurston 4 1 0 0 1 1 0 1
Valley 3 2 0 0 1 2 0 0
Washington* 4 1 0 2 4 2 0 0
Wayne 4 1 0 6 3 2 0 0
Webster 3 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
Wheeler 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
York 5 1 0 0 3 2 4 0

Nebraska 111 37 162 270 123 47 71
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Table 3.14 - Designated Shortage Areas for Rural Health Clinic Medicare Certification Only
by County, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health, March 2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

(2) Sites may qualify for Rural Health Clinic Medicare certification if they have any one of three types of designations and the
designation has been updated in the past three years: (H) Federally designated Health Professional Shortage Area (Shortage of
Primary Medical Care Workforce); (M) Federally designated Medically-Underserved Area (Shortage of Personal Health Services); or
(G) Governor-designated shortage areas for Rural Health Clinic Medicare certification (approved September 2004). In October
2003, a process for existing Medicare Certified Rural Health Clinics was established to allow for a six-year automatic federal health
professional shortage area designation. At this time, there is no information regarding whether those facilities approved for this six-
year automatic federal health professional shortage area designation will qualify.

County Region(1) Designated Shortage Area (2) County Region(1) Designated Shortage Area (2)

Adams 3 Entire County except Hastings (G) Jefferson 5 Entire County (G)

Antelope 4 Entire County (G) Johnson 5 Entire County (G)

Arthur 2 Entire County (G) Kearney 3 Entire County (G)

Banner 1 Entire County (G) Keith 2 Entire County (G)

Blaine 3 Entire County (G) Keya Paha 4 Entire County (G)

Boone 4 Entire County (G) Kimball 1 Entire County (G)

Box Butte 1 Entire County (G) Knox 4 Entire County (G)

Boyd 4 None Lancaster* 5 None

Brown 4 Entire County (G) Lincoln 2 Entire County except North Platte (G)

Buffalo 3 Entire County except Kearney (G) Logan 2 Entire County (G)

Burt 4 Entire County (G) Loup 3 Entire County (G)

Butler 5 Entire County (G) Madison 4 Entire County except Norfolk (G)

Cass* 5 Entire County (G) McPherson 2 Entire County (G)

Cedar 4 Entire County (G) Merrick 3 Entire County (G)

Chase 2 Entire County (G) Morrill 1 Entire County (G)

Cherry 4 Entire County (G) Nance 4 Entire County (G)

Cheyenne 1 Entire County (G) Nemaha 5 None

Clay 3 Entire County (G) Nuckolls 3 Entire County (G)

Colfax 4 Entire County (G) Otoe 5 Entire County (G)

Cuming 4 Entire County (G) Pawnee 5 Entire County (G)

Custer 3 Entire County (G) Perkins 2 None

Dakota* 4 Entire County except South Sioux City (G) Phelps 3 None

Dawes 1 Entire County (G) Pierce 4 Entire County (G)

Dawson 2 Entire County (G) Platte 4 Entire County except Columbus (G)

Deuel 1 Entire County (G) Polk 5 Entire County (G)

Dixon* 4 Entire County (G) Red Willow 2 None

Dodge 6 Entire County except Fremont  (G) Richardson 5 Entire County (G)

Douglas* 6 None Rock 4 Entire County (G)

Dundy 2 Entire County (G) Saline 5 Entire County (G)

Fillmore 5 None Sarpy* 6 None

Franklin 3 Entire County (G) Saunders* 5 Entire County (G)

Frontier 2 Entire County (G) Scotts Bluff 1 Entire County except Gering and Scottsbluff  (G)

Furnas 2 Entire County (G) Seward* 5 Entire County (G)

Gage 5 Entire County (G) Sheridan 1 Entire County (G)

Garden 1 Entire County (G) Sherman 3 Entire County (G)

Garfield 3 Entire County (G) Sioux 1 Entire County (G)

Gosper 2 Entire County (G) Stanton 4 Entire County (G)

Grant 2 Entire County (G) Thayer 5 Entire County (G)

Greeley 3 Entire County (G) Thomas 2 Entire County (G)

Hall 3 Entire County except Grand Island (G) Thurston 4 Entire County (G)

Hamilton 3 None Valley 3 None

Harlan 3 Entire County (G) Washington* 6 Entire County (G)

Hayes 2 Entire County (G) Wayne 4 Entire County (G)

Hitchcock 2 Entire County (G) Webster 3 Entire County (G)

Holt 4 Entire County (G) Wheeler 3 Entire County (G)

Hooker 2 Entire County (H) Designated 10/2002 York 5 None

Howard 3 Entire County (G)



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 115

Health Care Facilities

Table 3.15 - Health Departments, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Public Health, August 12, 2005.

Table 3.16 - Health Services for Medically Underserved Populations, Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health & Primary Care, August 2005; U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration - Bureau of Primary Care; E-mail communication with
Thomas Rauner, Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Office of Rural Health & Primary Care, October 2005; and personal
communication with Joann Scott, Nebraska Urban Indian Medical Center, October 28, 2005.

*The Nebraska Urban Indian Medical Center is an Indian Health Service urban program, but is not fully funded by the Indian Health
Service because it is not a full-service facility.

Office 
Location Name Service Area, by County Type
Auburn Southeast District Health Department Johnson, Nemaha, Otoe, Pawnee, Richardson District

Burwell Loup Basin Public Health Department
Blaine, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Howard, Loup, Sherman, 
Valley, Wheeler District

Clay Center Clay County Health Department Clay County
Columbus East Central District Health Department Boone, Colfax, Nance, Platte District
Crete Public Health Solutions Fillmore, Gage, Jefferson, Saline, Thayer District
Dakota City Dakota County Health Department Dakota County
David City Butler County Health Department Butler County
Fremont Three Rivers Public Health Department Dodge, Saunders, Washington District
Gering Scotts Bluff County Health Department Scotts Bluff County
Grand Island Central District Health Department Hall, Hamilton, Merrick District
Hastings South Heartland District Health Department Adams, Clay, Nuckolls, Webster District

Hemingford Panhandle Public Health Department
Banner, Box Butte, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel, Garden, Kimball, 
Morrill, Sheridan, Sioux District

Holdrege Two Rivers Public Health Department Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, Harlan, Kearney, Phelp District
Lincoln Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Lancaster County, City of Lincoln City-County
Mc Cook Red Willow County Health Department Red Willow County

McCook Southwest Nebraska Public Health Department
Chase, Dundy, Frontier, Furnas, Hayes, Hitchcock, Perkins, 
Red Willow District

North Platte West Central District Health Department
Arthur, Grant, Hooker, Keith, Lincoln, Logan, McPherson, 
Thomas District

Ogallala Sandhills District Health Department Arthur, Deuel, Grant, Hooker, Keith, Thomas District
Omaha Douglas County Health Department Douglas County

O'Neill North Central District Health Department
Antelope, Boyd, Brown, Cherry, Holt, Keya Paha, Knox, Pierce, 
Rock District

Osceola Polk County Health Department Polk County
Papillion Sarpy/Cass Department of Health and Wellness Cass, Sarpy District
Wayne Northeast Nebraska Public Health Department Cedar, Dixon, Thurston, Wayne District
Wisner Elkhorn Logan Valley Public Health Department Burt, Cuming, Madison, Stanton District
York Four Corners Health Department Butler, Polk, Seward, York District

Office Location Name County Type

Columbus Good Neighbor Community Health Center Platte
Federally Qualified Health Center, 
Community Health Center

Gering Panhandle Community Services Health Center Scotts Bluff

Federally Qualified Health Center, 
Community Health Center,
Migrant Health Center

Lincoln Nebraska Urban Indian Medical Center* Lancaster
Federally Qualified Health Center, 
Indian Health Service Site

Lincoln People's Community Health Center Lancaster
Federally Qualified Health Center, 
Community Health Center 

Macy Carl T. Curtis Health Center Thurston Indian Health Service Site

Niobrara Santee Sioux Nation Knox Indian Health Service Site

Niobrara Northern Ponca Tribe of Nebraska Knox Indian Health Service Site

Omaha Charles Drew Health Center Douglas
Federally Qualified Health Center, 
Community Health Center

Omaha One World Community Health Center Douglas
Federally Qualified Health Center, 
Community Health Center 

Omaha Fred Leroy Health and Wellness Center Douglas Indian Health Service Site

Winnebago Winnebago PHS Indian Hospital Thurston Indian Health Service Site

Winnebago Winnebago Mental Health Thurston Indian Health Service Site
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Insurance and Health Expenditures

Chapter 4: Insurance and Health Expenditures

Highlights

Insurance
Estimates from the U.S. Census Current Population Survey suggest that about 11.4 percent
of Nebraskans were uninsured for some or all of 2004. Nationwide, 15.7 percent of people
were uninsured at some time during that same year.

According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, as of July 2004, 101,403 Nebraska residents
(5.8 percent of the total population) were enrolled in health maintenance organizations.
Between July 2003 and July 2004, the number of Nebraskans enrolled in managed care has
decreased 27.2 percent.

Personal Health Care Expenditures
In 1998, personal health care expenditures (PHCEs) in Nebraska were 11.5 percent of the
gross state product (GSP). By 2000, PHCEs had increased to 12.5 percent of the GSP.
Nationwide, PHCEs accounted for 11.6 percent of GSP in 1998 and 11.7 percent in 2000.

In 1998, almost $6.0 billion was spent for PHCEs in Nebraska. By 2000, PHCEs in the state
had increased to approximately $7.0 billion. This change represents a statewide average
increase of 8.0 percent from 1998 to 2000. Nationwide, PHCEs were slightly over $1.0
trillion total in 1998. By 2000, nationwide PHCEs had increased to over $1.1 trillion. This
change represents a nationwide average increase of 6.1 percent from 1998 to 2000.

Medicare and Medicaid
In fiscal year 2003, the federal government obligated over $1.54 billion in funding to
Nebraska to insure Medicare beneficiaries. Over $967 million was obligated to insure
Medicaid-eligible Nebraskans.

As of September 2005, 265,946 Nebraskans were eligible for Medicare benefits. Of these,
11,974 beneficiaries (4.5 percent) were enrolled in managed care plans.

Kids Connection is the health insurance program authorized by the federal government as
Nebraska’s Child Health Insurance Program. The State of Nebraska developed Kids
Connection as an extension of Medicaid. This program provides health coverage to uninsured
children across the state. In July 2002, there were 138,763 children eligible for the program.
A year later in July 2003, 123,566 children were eligible. This decrease is attributed to
November 2002 legislation that reduced the period of continuous eligibility for children under
Title XIX (Medicaid) and Title XXI (expanded Medicaid) from twelve months to six months,
but also allowed for limited monthly eligibility reviews. As of November 2005, 128,157 were
eligible for Kids Connection.

Continued on page 118
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Chapter Profile

Highlights (continued)

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Due to recent changes in the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Web site, many of the
links used as sources throughout chapter 4 may have changed. The CMS home page can be found at http://
www.cms.hhs.gov/. Please check http://www.unmc.edu/nebraska/databooks for updates to the 2005 HIP
Data Book.

Insurance  
 Estimated Percent of Persons Without Insurance at Any Time in 2004  
  Nebraska 11.4% 
  United States 15.7% 
  
Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs) July 2004  
 Number of HMOs   
  Nebraska 4 
  United States 414 
 Total HMO Enrollment   
  Nebraska 101,403 
  United States 66,109,936 
 HMO Enrollment Growth (July 2003 – July 2004)  
  Nebraska  -27.2% 
 HMO Penetration Rate   
  Nebraska 5.8% 
  
Medicare  
 Total Enrollees, Nebraska Fiscal Year 2003 257,171 
  Percent Aged 88.2% 
  Percent Disabled 11.8% 
  
 Medicare Enrollees Participating in Managed Care (as a percent of 
 total enrollees),(1) 2005 

 

  Nebraska 4.5% 
  United States 13.3% 
 
 
(1) Includes the number of Medicare entitled beneficiaries and the number of Medicare managed care enrollees for 
all Medicare+Choice, Cost, Demo, and HCPP Medicare managed care plans. 
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Medicaid  
 2005 Summary of Eligibles and Expenditures in Nebraska  
 Average(2) 

Eligibles 
Total(2) 
Expenditures 

 Aged  9.2%  26.1% 
 Blind/Disabled  14.4%  40.6% 
 Children  64.5%  25.8% 
 ADC Adults  11.9%  7.5% 
   
 Medicaid Managed Care Enrollment as a Percent of Medicaid Eligibles 
  Nebraska 72.28% 
  United States 60.68% 
  
 Nebraska Kids Connection Eligibility(3)  
 May 2000 114,329 
 November 2000 119,635 
 May 2003 123,596 
 November 2003 124,753 
 May 2005 128,675 
 November 2005 128,157 
  
(2) May not sum to 100% due to rounding. 
(3) Includes traditional Medicaid enrollment (Title XIX) plus Children’s Health Insurance Program (Title XXI) 
enrollment. Figures reflect eligible children as of the end of the month. 
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Figure 4.2 - Medical and Consumer Price Index (CPI)(1) Trends, United States
1989 to 2004

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2005. See http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/surveymost?cu.

Notes: Total CPI is for all items.
Medical CPI and Total CPI are not seasonally adjusted.
Annual data is an average of monthly CPI data. 1982-84 = 100.

(1) “The Consumer Price Index is a measure of the average change over time in the prices paid by urban consumers for a fixed market
basket of goods and services. The CPI provides a way to compare what this market basket of goods and services costs this month with
what the same market basket cost in the past.” U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. (November 1997 [Revised].
Understanding the Consumer Proce Index: Answers to Some Questions. Available at http://www.bls.gov/cpi/cpifaq.pdf.

Figure 4.1 - Insurance Status by Type,(1)  Nebraska and the United States 2004

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, March Current Population Surveys, 1987-2004. Data abstracted from Health Insurance
Historical Table 4. http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/hlthins/historic/hihistt4.html (Internet Revision Date: August 30,
2005).

(1) The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type of health
insurance during the year.
(2) Military health care includes CHAMPUS (Comprehensive Health and Medical Plan for Uniformed Services)/Tricare,
CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veteran’s Affairs), Veterans, and military health care.
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Table 4.1 - Medical and Consumer Price Index (CPI),(1) United States 1989 to 2004

Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2005. See http://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/surveymost?cu.

Notes: Total CPI is for all items.
Medical CPI and Total CPI are not seasonally adjusted.
Annual data is an average of monthly CPI data. 1982-84 = 100.

(1) “The Consumer Price Index is a measure of the average change over time in the prices paid by urban consumers for a fixed
market basket of goods and services. The CPI provides a way to compare what this market basket of goods and services costs
this month with what the same market basket cost in the past.” U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. (November
1997 [Revised]. Understanding the Consumer Proce Index: Answers to Some Questions. Available at http://www.bls.gov/cpi/
cpifaq.pdf.

Year Medical CPI

Percent Increase in 
Medical CPI over 

Previous Year Total CPI

Percent Increase in 
Total CPI over 
Previous Year

1989 149.3 7.6% 124.0 4.8%
1990 162.8 9.0% 130.7 5.4%
1991 177.0 8.2% 136.2 4.2%
1992 190.1 7.4% 140.3 3.0%
1993 201.4 5.9% 144.5 3.0%
1994 211.0 4.8% 148.2 2.6%
1995 220.5 4.4% 152.4 2.8%
1996 228.2 3.5% 156.9 3.0%
1997 234.6 2.8% 160.5 2.3%
1998 242.1 3.2% 163.0 1.6%
1999 250.6 3.5% 166.6 2.2%
2000 260.8 4.1% 172.2 3.4%
2001 272.8 4.6% 177.1 2.8%
2002 285.6 4.7% 179.9 1.6%
2003 297.1 4.0% 184.0 2.3%
2004 310.1 4.4% 188.9 2.7%
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Table 4.10 - Medicare and Medicaid: Federal Financial Assistance(1) in Thousands of
Dollars from the U.S. Department of  Health and Human Services by County, Nebraska
Fiscal Year 2003

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Financial Assistance by Geographic Area: Region VII, Fiscal year 2003,
October 1, 2003-September 30, 2004. See http://www.dpm.psc.gov/faga/fy04/nebraska.aspx. Last updated 2/10/2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) The dollar figures in this table represent the amount that has been obligated to state recipients during fiscal year 2003.
“Obligations” are funds legally set aside to be disbursed. However, obligation of funds generally precedes the actual disbursement
of funds. Therefore, it is possible that the obligation amount reported may be disbursed subsequent to the actual year of obligation.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) Medicare Part A covers hospital and post acute skilled care for beneficiaries.
(4) Medicare Part B covers physician services, outpatient hospital care, clinical laboratory tests, durable medical equipment, flu
vaccinations, drugs that cannot be self-administered, diagnostic tests, and some other therapy and non-physician services.

Medicare Medicaid Medicare Medicaid
Hospital Supplemental Hospital Supplemental

County Region(2) Insurance (3) Insurance (4) County Region(2) Insurance (3) Insurance (4)

Adams 3 $14,344 $15,756 $22,635 Johnson 5 $2,718 $2,650 $2,663
Antelope 4 $5,075 $4,247 $5,326 Kearney 3 $4,463 $3,676 $2,219
Arthur 2 $198 $146 $0 Keith 2 $4,463 $3,588 $3,551
Banner 1 $216 $220 $0 Keya Paha 4 $468 $439 $888
Blaine 3 $306 $220 $444 Kimball 1 $1,998 $2,094 $1,775
Boone 4 $3,959 $3,822 $3,551 Knox 4 $7,541 $6,180 $7,989
Box Butte 1 $4,211 $5,184 $4,882 Lancaster* 5 $83,452 $77,450 $124,712
Boyd 4 $3,077 $2,226 $1,775 Lincoln 2 $16,287 $16,767 $21,747
Brown 4 $2,178 $1,992 $3,107 Logan 2 $468 $439 $888
Buffalo 3 $16,485 $14,526 $13,758 Loup 3 $612 $337 $0
Burt 4 $7,163 $5,521 $5,770 Madison 4 $14,200 $15,390 $20,859
Butler 5 $4,409 $3,939 $4,882 McPherson 2 $180 $351 $888
Cass* 5 $11,824 $9,123 $7,545 Merrick 3 $5,327 $4,671 $4,438
Cedar 4 $4,733 $4,935 $4,882 Morrill 1 $2,862 $2,812 $2,663
Chase 2 $2,916 $2,812 $1,775 Nance 4 $3,095 $2,182 $4,882
Cherry 4 $2,970 $3,075 $3,994 Nemaha 5 $4,535 $4,276 $4,882
Cheyenne 1 $6,623 $5,667 $6,213 Nuckolls 3 $3,437 $4,305 $4,438
Clay 3 $3,689 $3,763 $2,219 Otoe 5 $8,243 $7,512 $7,545
Colfax 4 $9,286 $7,761 $5,326 Pawnee 5 $2,610 $2,548 $3,107
Cuming 4 $5,939 $5,477 $3,107 Perkins 2 $2,268 $1,977 $0
Custer 3 $7,955 $6,780 $9,764 Phelps 3 $5,309 $5,403 $4,882
Dakota* 4 $9,106 $7,439 $15,090 Pierce 4 $3,887 $4,305 $2,663
Dawes 1 $3,923 $3,646 $4,438 Platte 4 $9,394 $9,108 $9,764
Dawson 2 $10,852 $9,738 $13,315 Polk 5 $4,067 $3,104 $1,775
Deuel 1 $1,620 $1,406 $2,219 Red Willow 2 $7,253 $6,297 $4,438
Dixon* 4 $3,995 $3,222 $3,107 Richardson 5 $7,253 $7,351 $7,545
Dodge 4 $22,388 $20,340 $15,977 Rock 4 $756 $1,010 $888
Douglas* 6 $264,052 $191,977 $339,075 Saline 5 $6,497 $6,048 $5,770
Dundy 2 $2,358 $1,962 $1,775 Sarpy* 6 $17,115 $15,478 $15,090
Fillmore 5 $3,851 $4,012 $3,994 Saunders* 5 $10,960 $9,035 $4,882
Franklin 3 $2,736 $2,607 $1,775 Scotts Bluff 1 $17,313 $19,534 $31,067
Frontier 2 $1,494 $1,669 $1,775 Seward* 5 $5,219 $6,224 $3,551
Furnas 2 $4,697 $4,422 $7,101 Sheridan 1 $4,175 $3,383 $3,107
Gage 5 $11,032 $11,773 $17,309 Sherman 3 $2,196 $2,065 $3,551
Garden 1 $2,142 $1,684 $1,775 Sioux 1 $270 $234 $444
Garfield 3 $1,620 $1,538 $1,331 Stanton 4 $1,566 $1,611 $1,775
Gosper 2 $1,188 $1,098 $0 Thayer 5 $3,635 $4,042 $4,438
Grant 2 $342 $351 $0 Thomas 2 $648 $483 $0
Greeley 3 $1,674 $1,552 $1,331 Thurston 4 $5,093 $3,998 $11,983
Hall 3 $23,990 $23,503 $32,399 Valley 3 $3,545 $3,090 $7,545
Hamilton 3 $3,617 $4,510 $5,326 Washington* 4 $8,081 $6,721 $6,213
Harlan 3 $2,700 $2,460 $1,775 Wayne 4 $3,149 $3,412 $3,107
Hayes 2 $702 $556 $444 Webster 3 $3,149 $3,339 $3,551
Hitchcock 2 $2,106 $1,845 $2,219 Wheeler 3 $432 $513 $0
Holt 4 $8,693 $7,029 $9,764 York 5 $6,749 $7,820 $4,438
Hooker 2 $576 $556 $444
Howard 3 $4,301 $3,573 $3,107
Jefferson 5 $5,255 $4,598 $7,101 Nebraska $825,504 $719,510 $967,522
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Table 4.13 - Medicare Managed Care(1) Market Penetration for All Medicare Plan
Contractors, Nebraska and Substate Areas September 2005

Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Market Penetration - Quarterly State County Data File, September 2005
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/healthplans/statistics/mpscpt/ (last modifiedOctober 17,2005).

Note: Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) All enrollees are included irrespective of the type of Medicare + Choice (M+C) organization they belong to. This includes PPOs,
PFFS, RISK, COST, DEMOs, but not PACE.
(2) Total includes 228 enrolled beneficiaries for whom county was unknown.

Medicare
Eligible Enrolled Managed Care

Beneficiaries Beneficiaries(2) Penetration
Nebraska 265,946 11,974 4.5%

Western 17,554 32 0.2%
Southwest 20,254 857 4.2%
Central 38,617 362 0.9%
Northern 47,948 715 1.5%
Southeast 68,128 340 0.5%
Eastern 73,445 9,440 12.9%

Non-metropolitan* 144,469 1,781 1.2%
Metropolitan* 121,477 9,965 8.2%
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Table 4.14 - Medicare Managed Care(1) Market Penetration for All Medicare Plan
Contractors by County, Nebraska 2005

Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Market Penetration - Quarterly State County Data File, June 2005 (last
modified October 17, 2005). http://www.cms.hhs.gov/healthplans/statistics/mpscpt/.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) All enrollees are included irrespective of the type of Medicare + Choice (M+C) organization they belong to. This includes PPOs,
PFFS, RISK, COST, DEMOs, but not PACE.
(2) Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
(3) Total includes 228 enrolled beneficiaries for whom county was unknown.

County Region(2)
Eligible

Beneficiaries
Enrolled

Beneficiaries

Medicare
Managed Care

Penetration County Region(2)
Eligible

Beneficiaries
Enrolled

Beneficiaries

Medicare
Managed Care

Penetration
Adams 3 5,348 43 0.8% Johnson 5 997 0 0.0%
Antelope 4 1,407 0 0.0% Kearney 3 1,159 0 0.0%
Arthur 2 102 0 0.0% Keith 2 1,755 22 1.3%
Banner 1 94 0 0.0% Keya Paha 4 197 0 0.0%
Blaine 3 100 0 0.0% Kimball 1 915 0 0.0%
Boone 4 1,324 12 0.9% Knox 4 2,256 19 0.8%
Box Butte 1 1,931 0 0.0% Lancaster* 5 32,210 76 0.2%
Boyd 4 648 0 0.0% Lincoln 2 6,206 791 12.7%
Brown 4 851 0 0.0% Logan 2 165 0 0.0%
Buffalo 3 5,801 80 1.4% Loup 3 86 0 0.0%
Burt 4 1,790 35 2.0% Madison 4 6,194 76 1.2%
Butler 5 1,693 0 0.0% McPherson 2 126 0 0.0%
Cass* 5 3,526 98 2.8% Merrick 3 1,569 19 1.2%
Cedar 4 1,839 83 4.5% Morrill 1 1,049 0 0.0%
Chase 2 901 0 0.0% Nance 4 826 0 0.0%
Cherry 4 1,264 0 0.0% Nemaha 5 1,414 0 0.0%
Cheyenne 1 1,863 0 0.0% Nuckolls 3 1,287 0 0.0%
Clay 3 1,482 12 0.8% Otoe 5 2,952 72 2.4%
Colfax 4 3,741 0 0.0% Pawnee 5 791 0 0.0%
Cuming 4 1,943 18 0.9% Perkins 2 634 0 0.0%
Custer 3 2,519 19 0.8% Phelps 3 1,894 37 2.0%
Dakota* 4 2,541 60 2.4% Pierce 4 1,253 0 0.0%
Dawes 1 1,558 0 0.0% Platte 4 3,222 30 0.9%
Dawson 2 3,566 44 1.2% Polk 5 1,075 12 1.1%
Deuel 1 512 0 0.0% Red Willow 2 2,425 0 0.0%
Dixon* 4 1,249 179 14.3% Richardson 5 2,204 15 0.7%
Dodge 4 7,067 29 0.4% Rock 4 372 0 0.0%
Douglas* 6 63,422 8,742 13.8% Saline 5 2,474 16 0.6%
Dundy 2 489 0 0.0% Sarpy* 6 10,023 698 7.0%
Fillmore 5 1,410 0 0.0% Saunders* 5 3,287 0 0.0%
Franklin 3 906 0 0.0% Scotts Bluff 1 7,519 32 0.4%
Frontier 2 555 0 0.0% Seward* 5 2,585 12 0.5%
Furnas 2 1,415 0 0.0% Sheridan 1 1,334 0 0.0%
Gage 5 5,213 21 0.4% Sherman 3 770 0 0.0%
Garden 1 642 0 0.0% Sioux 1 137 0 0.0%
Garfield 3 538 0 0.0% Stanton 4 597 19 3.2%
Gosper 2 514 0 0.0% Thayer 5 1,516 0 0.0%
Grant 2 169 0 0.0% Thomas 2 115 0 0.0%
Greeley 3 628 0 0.0% Thurston 4 992 0 0.0%
Hall 3 8,577 130 1.5% Valley 3 1,098 0 0.0%
Hamilton 3 1,535 11 0.7% Washington* 4 2,634 100 3.8%
Harlan 3 819 11 1.3% Wayne 4 1,337 55 4.1%
Hayes 2 119 0 0.0% Webster 3 1,068 0 0.0%
Hitchcock 2 783 0 0.0% Wheeler 3 149 0 0.0%
Holt 4 2,404 0 0.0% York 5 2,767 0 0.0%
Hooker 2 215 0 0.0% Unknown [3] 228
Howard 3 1,284 0 0.0%
Jefferson 5 2,014 18 0.9% Nebraska 4.5%
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Table 4.15 - Medicare: 100% United States Per Capita Costs (USPCCs)(1) for 2005
(Prospective) as of April 2005

Table 4.16 - Medicaid Managed Care Enrollment as a Percentage of Medicaid Eligibles, the
United States, Nebraska, and Selected States June 2004

Source: Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, Medicare Advantage Rates & Statistics, Ratebooks & Supporting Data, 2005.

See http://new.cms.hhs.gov/MedicareAdvtgSpecRateStats/RSD/itemdetail.asp or http://new.cms.hhs.gov/
MedicareAdvtgSpecRateStats/Downloads/USPCC.zip.

(1) One of the factors used to determine Medicare payments to risk-based managed care plans.
(2) End-stage renal disease.

Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 2005.
See http://new.cms.hhs.gov/MedicaidDataSourcesGenInfo/Downloads/mmcer/04.pdf.

Part A +
Part A Part B Part B

Aged $348.28 $281.90 $630.18

Disabled $291.45 $272.79 $564.24

ESRD(2) $1,759.90 $2,739.99 $4,499.89

Area Percent

United States 60.68%

Nebraska 72.28%

Colorado 97.58%

Iowa 92.13%

Kansas 57.02%

Minnesota 63.54%

Missouri 44.37%

North Dakota 63.03%

South Dakota 97.75%
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Chapter 5: Health Status
Highlights
General Health Status and Year 2010 Objectives
Recent survey data show that 88 percent of Nebraskans consider their health to be good,
very good, or excellent. The comparable statistic for the United States is 84 percent.
According to the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, in 2003 approximately 24
percent of Nebraskans had been told by a health professional that they had high blood
pressure. Approximately 69 percent of surveyed Nebraskans indicated that they have had
their blood cholesterol tested in the last five years. These figures are comparable to nationwide
data.

The Nebraska 2010 Health Goals & Objectives include the following: increase the levels of
physical activity and fitness and the rates of immunization; decrease the number of
unintentional injuries and the incidence of cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, and
obesity; and improve environmental health.

Preventive Health
Survey data from 2004 show that 20 percent of adults in Nebraska smoke cigarettes; the
Nebraska 2010 Health objective is 12 percent. In 2004, approximately 86 percent of women
aged 18 and older in Nebraska had a Pap smear within the past three years; the Nebraska
2010 Health objective is 98 percent. In 2004, approximately 76 percent of women aged 40
and older in Nebraska had a mammogram within in the past two years; the Nebraska 2010
Health objective is 75 percent.

Infant and Maternal Health Indicators
In 2003, the leading causes of death for infants in Nebraska were birth defects, sudden infant
death syndrome, complications during pregnancy, and prematurity. The infant death rate in
Nebraska was 5.4 per 1,000 live births; the Nebraska 2010 Health objective for infant death
rate is 4.5 per 1,000 live births. Leading indicators in birth outcomes are low birth weight,
teen births, and receiving adequate prenatal care.

Leading Causes of Deaths
In 2003, the five leading causes of death in Nebraska were heart disease, cancer,
cerebrovascular disease, chronic lung disease, and accidents. The age-adjusted death rate due
to injuries for Nebraskans in 2002 was 58.0 per 100,000 population. Among males, the rate
was 81.5, and among females, the rate was 35.7 per 100,000 population.

Cancer
Nebraska Cancer Registry Data show that there were 9,001 new cancer cases diagnosed
among Nebraskans in 2002. During that year, the single most frequent site of newly diagnosed
cancer involved the digestive system. Among men and women respectively, the prostate and
breast were the most frequent sites of newly diagnosed cancers.

Continued on page 142
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Highlights (continued)

Cancer (continued)
Nebraska Vital Statistics data show that cancer, of any type, was the second leading cause of death in
2003. Cancer was indicated as the primary cause in 3,331 deaths during that year. Lung and breast cancer
were the most frequent causes of cancer-related deaths among Nebraska women in 2003. Lung and
colorectal cancer were the most frequent causes of cancer-related deaths among Nebraska men in 2003.

HIV and AIDS
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services began collecting data about Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) in 1995. Since then, 598 cases of HIV have been reported to state health
officials (through December of 2004). Data about Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) have
been collected by the state since 1990. Through December of 2004, a total of 1,319 cases of AIDS were
diagnosed and reported to health officials. There were 69 new cases of AIDS reported in Nebraska in
2004.

General Health Status Indicators  
 Adults responding they were in good, very good, or excellent health (2004)  
  Nebraska 87.6% 
  United States 83.4% 
 Adults who were ever told by a health professional that they had high blood pressure (2003)  
  Nebraska 23.5% 
  United States 24.8% 
 Adults who have had their blood cholesterol tested within the last five years (2003)  
  Nebraska 69.0% 
  United States 72.8% 
 Adults who engaged in no leisure-time physical activity in the past month (2004)   
  Nebraska 21.5% 
  United States 22.8% 
 Adults with body mass index 30 or greater (2002)  
  Nebraska 23.2% 
  United States 22.1% 
  
Prevention and Early Detection Indicators  
 Women, aged 18 and older, who have had a Pap smear within the past 3 years (2004)  
  Nebraska 85.8% 
  United States 85.9% 
 Women, aged 40 and older, who have had a mammogram within the past 2 years (2004)  
  Nebraska 75.9% 
  United States 74.6% 
 Adults who reported always wearing a safety belt in a car (2002)  
  Nebraska 68.6% 
  United States 76.6% 
 Adults, aged 65 and older, who reported having a flu shot within the past year (2004)  
  Nebraska 75.8% 
  United States 67.8% 
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Prevention and Early Detection Indicators (continued)  
 Adults who reported binge drinking (2004)  
 (Consuming five or more alcoholic beverages on one or more occasions in the past 30 days) 

 

  Nebraska 17.6% 
  United States 14.9% 
 Adults who reported smoking cigarettes (currently smoking) (2004)  
  Nebraska 20.2% 
  United States 20.8% 
  
Infant and Maternal Health Indicators  
 Children, aged 19-35 months, who have complete vaccination coverage (2003)  
  Nebraska 82% 
  United States 81% 
  
 Infant Mortality, rate per 1,000 live births (2003) 5.4 
 Low Birth Weight, rate per 1,000 live births (2004) 70.7 
 Teen Births, percent of total births (2003) 9.0% 
 Pregnant women receiving prenatal care during first trimester, percent of total births (2003) 83.3% 
  
Diagnostic and Mortality Indicators  
 Leading Causes of Death and Number of Deaths, Nebraska (2003)  
  Heart Disease 3,948 
  Cancer 3,331 

 Cerebrovascular Disease 1,090 
Chronic Lung Disease 785 
Accidents (also called unintentional injuries) 695 

  
Age-Adjusted Death Rate by Disease/Cause per 100,000 Population, Nebraska (2003)  

Heart Disease 200.8 
Cerebrovascular Disease 54.8 
Chronic Lung Disease 41.6 
Alzheimer’s Disease 22.2 
Diabetes 21.3 
Pneumonia 19.6 
Nephritis & Nephrosis 15.4 

  
Injury (2002)  

 Deaths Due to Injury 1,047 
  
 Age-Adjusted Death Rate per 100,000 Population Due to Injury, All Causes  

Among all Nebraskans 58.0 
Among Nebraska men 81.5 
Among Nebraska women 35.7 

  
Cancer   

 Newly Diagnosed Cancer (2002)  
Among all Nebraskans 9,001 
Among Nebraska men 4,383 
Among Nebraska women 4,618 

 Age-Adjusted Death Rate Due to Cancer in Nebraska per 100,000 Population (2003)  
Among Nebraska men 224.7 
Among Nebraska women 154.1 

  
HIV and AIDS (2004)  

 Cases of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Reported to Nebraska State Health Officials Since 1995 598 
 Total Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome Morbidity Through December 2004 1,319 
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Health Status

Table 5.2 - Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, Quality-of-Life Indicators,
Nebraska and the United States 2004

Table 5.3 - Percent of Persons Aged 18 and Older with Good to Excellent Self-Rated
Health, Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Nebraska United States
Percent of respondents with good to excellent self-rated health 87.6% 83.4%

Percent of respondents with good physical health during past 30 days 67.0% 65.5%

Percent of respondents with good mental health during past 30 days 68.4% 64.6%

Percent of respondents without activity limitations during past 30 days 64.3% 59.7%

Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, United States, 2004; see http://www.cdc.gov/brfss. Last reviewed on
September 23, 2005.

Source: Nebraska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2004.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see page 1 and Appendix C.

Nebraska 88%

Western 85%
Southwest 85%
Central 85%
Northern 88%
Southeast 89%
Eastern 90%

*Non-metropolitan 85%
*Metropolitan 90%
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Figure 5.1 - Percent of Persons Aged 18 and Older Who Are Current Smokers,(1)

Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source: Nebraska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2004.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Note: Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan areas, see p.1 and Appendix C.

(1) A current smoker is defined as a person who reported smoking at least 100 cigarettes in his or her entire life and still smoking
cigarettes every day or some days.

Figure 5.2 - Percent of Women Aged 18 and Older Who Have Had a Pap Smear(1)

Within the Past Three Years,(2) Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source: Nebraska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2004.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Note: Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 30, 1993. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Includes women who may have had a hysterectomy.
(2) Screening recommendation supported by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, February 2002; see
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/uspscerv.htm.
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Table 5.5 - Leading Causes of Death Under One Year of Age, Nebraska 2003

Figure 5.3 - Percent of Women Aged 40 and Older Who Have Had a
Mammogram Within the Past Two Years,(1) Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source: Nebraska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2004.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Note: Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Screening recommendation supported by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, January 2003; see
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/uspstf/uspsbrca.htm.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tb160.htm.

(1) Includes maternal complications (P01) and complications of placenta, cord, and membrane (P02).
(2) Includes Respiratory Distress Syndrome (P22) and other respiratory conditions (P23-P29).
(3) Includes codes P35-P39, P50-P96.
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Rank Cause Number of Deaths
1 Birth Defects 36
2 Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 24
3 Complications During Pregnancy(1) 23
4 Prematurity 14
5 Respiratory Conditions(2) 12
6 All Other Causes 11
7 Perinatal Infections and Conditions(3) 9
8 Violent or Accidental Causes 6
9 Heart Disease 4

10 Pneumonia 2

Total Deaths 141
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Table 5.6 - Infant Deaths and Rates Per 1,000 Live Births, Nebraska and Substate
Areas 2003

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tb159.htm.

Note: Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see page 1 and Appendix C.

(1) An infant death is defined as the death of a person under one year of age.

Table 5.7 - Low-Weight Births and Rates per 1,000 Live Births, Nebraska and Substate
Areas 2004

Source: Kids Count in Nebraska, 2004 data.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Low Birth Weight (LBW) is defined as weight at birth of less than 2500 grams, regardless of gestational age.

Total Births (2003) Infant Deaths(1)
Infant

Death Rate
Nebraska 25,900 141 5.4

Western 1,154 8 6.9
Southwest 1,456 6 4.1
Central 3,046 14 4.6
Northern 3,709 18 4.9
Southeast 6,213 33 5.3
Eastern 10,322 62 6.0

*Non-metropolitan 10,132 49 4.8
*Metropolitan 15,768 92 5.8

Total Births (2004)
Births < 2500 

grams(1) LBW Rate
Nebraska 26,324 1,862 70.7

Western 1,125 99 88.0
Southwest 2,081 124 59.6
Central 2,909 171 58.8
Northern 3,094 188 60.8
Southeast 6,320 458 72.5
Eastern 10,719 817 76.2

*Non-metropolitan 10,011 651 65.0
*Metropolitan 16,313 1,211 74.2
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Table 5.8 - Teen Births, Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System: 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tb17.htm.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Note: County-level numbers for teen births were not given if there were fewer than five teen births in a given county; however, in
such instances, the births were included in the state total.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see page 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Teen births are defined as birth mothers aged 19 and younger.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System: 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tb113.htm.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Note: Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see page 1 and Appendix C.

(1) The first trimester period begins during implantation and continues through the 12th week of pregnancy.

Figure 5.4 - Percent of Pregnant Women Receiving Prenatal Care During First
Trimester,(1) Nebraska and Substate Areas 2003

Total Births (2003) Teen Births(1) % Teen Births
Nebraska 25,900 2,330 9.0%

Western 1,154 146 12.7%
Southwest 1,456 170 11.7%
Central 3,046 294 9.7%
Northern 3,709 325 8.8%
Southeast 6,213 483 7.8%
Eastern 10,322 841 8.1%

*Non-metropolitan 10,132 1,023 10.1%
*Metropolitan 15,768 1,236 7.8%
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Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System: 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tb113.htm.
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Table 5.9 - Infant and Maternal Health Indicators by County, Nebraska 2003 and 2004

Continued . . .

County
Total Births, 

2004
Low-Weight 
Births, 2004

LBW
Rate,** 2004

Total Births, 
2003

Infant Death 
Rate,** 2003

% Teen
Births, 2003

% Births 
Receiving 1st 

Trimeseter 
Prenatal

Care, 2003
Adams 455 26 57.1 413 0 11.6% 85.2%
Antelope 76 5 65.8 68 0 + 86.8%
Arthur  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Banner  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Blaine  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Boone 60 4 66.7 50 0 + 84.0%
Box Butte 133 13 97.7 163 6.1 12.9% 87.1%
Boyd 19 3 157.9 20 0 + 85.0%
Brown 40 4 100.0 35 0 + 85.7%
Buffalo 640 36 56.3 649 4.6 6.3% 88.9%
Burt 70 8 114.3 80 0 8.8% 87.5%
Butler 95 5 52.6 100 0 + 84.0%
Cass* 335 23 68.7 295 10.2 4.1% 84.4%
Cedar 100 4 40.0 109 9.2 + 89.9%
Chase 45 1 22.2 51 0 19.6% 78.4%
Cherry 80 3 37.5 69 0 + 91.3%
Cheyenne 146 10 68.5 121 8.3 9.9% 80.2%
Clay 67 3 44.8 77 0 7.8% 89.6%
Colfax 186 8 43.0 210 4.8 15.7% 65.7%
Cuming 138 5 36.2 140 7.1 11.4% 85.7%
Custer 116 6 51.7 138 14.5 9.4% 88.4%
Dakota* 402 29 72.1 384 5.2 12.5% 89.3%
Dawes 103 7 68.0 109 9.2 8.3% 78.0%
Dawson 478 36 75.3 464 2.2 14.2% 73.5%
Deuel 15 2 133.3 24 0 + 79.2%
Dixon* 62 4 64.5 86 0 + 84.9%
Dodge 499 36 72.1 515 5.8 7.8% 81.4%
Douglas* 8,343 654 78.4 7987 6.6 9.1% 83.3%
Dundy 18 0 0 14 0 + 78.6%
Fillmore 52 5 96.2 75 0 10.7% 81.3%
Franklin 31 1 32.3 24 0 + 95.8%
Frontier 25 3 120.0 24 0 + 100.0%
Furnas 49 2 40.8 46 0 10.9% 87.0%
Gage 265 18 67.9 272 7.4 8.8% 84.2%
Garden 18 1 55.6 12 0 + 83.3%
Garfield 19 0 0 16 0 + 68.8%
Gosper 23 2 87.0 23 0 + 91.3%
Grant  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Greeley 28 0 0 36 0 + 86.1%
Hall 884 52 58.8 974 6.2 13.6% 67.2%
Hamilton 103 14 135.9 118 8.5 11.9% 81.4%
Harlan 36 3 83.3 35 0 14.3% 74.3%
Hayes  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Hitchcock 36 2 55.6 37 0 + 97.3%
Holt 126 9 71.4 105 0 12.4% 80.0%
Hooker  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Howard 77 7 90.9 95 0 7.4% 80.0%
Jefferson 91 12 131.9 75 0 14.7% 85.3%
Johnson 54 0 0 56 0 8.9% 82.1%
Kearney 77 7 90.9 79 0 + 88.6%
Keith 89 9 101.1 95 10.5 11.6% 84.2%
Keya Paha 15 2 133.3 15 0 + 80.0%
Kimball 35 6 171.4 40 0 17.5% 67.5%
Knox 98 9 91.8 95 0 9.5% 84.2%
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Table 5.9 (Continued) - Infant and Maternal Health Indicators by County, Nebraska 2003
and 2004

Sources: Kids Count in Nebraska, 2004 data; and Nebraska Health and Human Services System: 2003 Vital Statistics. See http://
www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/vs.htm.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see page 1 and Appendix C.
**Rate per 1,000 live births.

+Teen births less than 5 are not provided due to confidentality.
++Counties with 10 or fewer total births; rates based on small numbers may be unreliable.

County
Total Births, 

2004
Low-Weight 
Births, 2004

LBW
Rate,** 2004

Total Births, 
2003

Infant Death 
Rate,** 2003

% Teen
Births, 2003

% Births 
Receiving 1st 

Trimeseter 
Prenatal

Care, 2003
Lancaster* 4,126 301 73.0 4043 5.7 7.6% 84.8%
Lincoln 483 31 64.2 501 8.0 12.8% 86.8%
Logan  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Loup  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Madison 604 28 46.4 567 7.1 11.1% 81.5%
McPherson  ++  ++  ++ 4 0 + 50.0%
Merrick 83 2 24.1 101 9.9 5.9% 75.2%
Morrill 48 6 125.0 60 0 10.0% 78.3%
Nance 51 7 137.3 32 0 15.6% 90.6%
Nemaha 90 2 22.2 68 0 13.2% 85.3%
Nuckolls 56 5 89.3 55 0 12.7% 92.7%
Otoe 172 19 110.5 180 5.6 11.7% 90.6%
Pawnee 28 3 107.1 23 0 + 82.6%
Perkins 42 0 0 34 0 + 91.2%
Phelps 115 5 43.5 100 0 9.0% 87.0%
Pierce 90 4 44.4 91 0 + 86.8%
Platte 482 27 56.0 446 2.2 7.8% 85.2%
Polk 60 6 100.0 76 0 9.2% 80.3%
Red Willow 145 8 55.2 122 0 11.5% 91.8%
Richardson 100 9 90.0 86 0 5.8% 82.6%
Rock 15 0 0 18 0 + 83.3%
Saline 197 9 45.7 176 0 13.6% 76.1%
Sarpy* 2,376 163 68.6 2335 3.9 5.0% 87.9%
Saunders* 235 15 63.8 237 4.2 6.8% 81.4%
Scotts Bluff 538 49 91.1 539 9.3 15.0% 74.4%
Seward* 203 12 59.1 204 0 4.9% 83.8%
Sheridan 72 5 69.4 71 0 14.1% 83.1%
Sherman 35 1 28.6 38 26.3 + 76.3%
Sioux 11 0 0 11 0 + 81.8%
Stanton 85 4 47.1 88 0 + 95.5%
Thayer 47 6 127.7 56 35.7 10.7% 80.4%
Thomas  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
Thurston 149 3 20.1 173 17.3 27.2% 75.7%
Valley 43 3 69.8 52 0 11.5% 76.9%
Washington* 231 10 43.3 197 5.1 + 86.8%
Wayne 91 5 54.9 116 8.6 7.8% 88.8%
Webster 31 0 0 25 0 + 88.0%
Wheeler  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++  ++
York 170 13 76.5 191 5.2 8.4% 72.8%

Nebraska 26,324 1,862 70.7 25,900 5.4 9.0% 83.3%
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Table 5.10 - Vaccination Coverage Among Children Aged 19-35 Months, Nebraska and the
United States, 1995 to 2003

Source: National Center for Health Statistics. Health, United States, 2004, with Chartbook on Trends in the Health of Americans.
Hyattsville, Maryland, 2002; see http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hus/hus04trend.pdf#tables.

(1) The 4:3:1:3 combined series consists of 4 doses of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP) vaccine, 3 doses of polio vaccine, 1
dose of measles-containing vaccine, and 3 doses of Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib) vaccine.

Table 5.11 - Leading Causes of Death, Nebraska 2003

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tbl37.htm.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2003 Vital Statistics; see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tbl37.htm, http://
www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tbl38.htm, and http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tbl39.htm.

(1) Cause codes listed are from the Tenth Revision of the ICD.

Table 5.12 - Deaths and Rates Per 100,000 by Cause,(1) Nebraska 2003

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Nebraska 71% 78% 74% 76% 82% 79% 80% 79% 82%

United States 74% 76% 76% 79% 78% 76% 77% 78% 81%

4:3:1:3 Series(1)

Rank Cause Number of Deaths
1 Heart Disease 3,948
2 Cancer 3,331
3 Cerebrovascular Disease 1,090
4 Chronic Lung Disease 785
5 Accidents 695
6 Alzheimer's Disease 461
7 Diabetes Mellitus 406
8 Pneumonia 404
9 Nephritis and Nephrosis 302

10 Essential Hypertension 187

Number of Deaths Crude Rate Age-Adjusted Rate
TOTAL DEATHS 15,439 887.7 804.4
Alzheimer's Disease (G30) 461 26.5 22.2
Aortic Aneurysm (I71) 93 5.3 4.8
Asthma (J45-46) 30 1.7 1.6
Atherosclerosis (I70) 135 7.8 6.4
Cancer (C00-C97) 3,331 191.5 181.4
Cerebrovascular Diseases (I60-I69) 1,090 62.7 54.8
Chronic Liver Disease Cirrhosis (K70,K73-K74) 102 5.9 5.9
Chronic Lung Disease (J44,J47) 785 45.1 41.6
Diabetes Mellitus (E10-E14) 406 23.3 21.3
Emphysema (J43) 68 3.9 3.7
Essential Hypertension and Hypertensive Renal Disease (I10,I12) 187 10.8 9.2
Heart Disease - all forms (I00-I09,I11,I13,I20-I51) 3,948 227.0 200.8
Influenza (J10-J11) 31 1.8 1.5
Nephritis and Nephrosis (N00-N07,N17-N19,N25-N27) 302 17.4 15.4
Parkinson's Disease (G20-G21) 146 8.4 7.5
Peptic Ulcer (G20-21) 32 1.8 1.7
Pneumonia (J12-J18) 404 23.2 19.6
Septicemia (A40-A41) 151 8.7 7.9
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Table 5.13 - Injury Deaths and Rates Per 100,000 by Classification, Nebraska 2002

Source: Office of Statistics and Programming, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC. See http://webapp.cdc.gov/
sasweb/ncipc/mortrate.html (last updated August 8, 2005).

*Standard Population is 2000, all races, both sexes.
(1) ICD-10 Codes: V01-X59,Y85-Y86
(2) ICD-10 Codes: X60-X84,Y87,X85-Y09,Y87.1,Y35,Y89,*U01-*03
(3) ICD-10 Codes: Y10-Y34,Y87.2,Y89.9
(4) ICD-10 Codes: W65-W74,X71,X92,Y21
(5) ICD-10 Codes: W00-W19,X80,Y01,Y30
(6) ICD-10 Codes: W32-W34,X72-X74,X93-X95,Y22-Y24,Y35-*U01.4
(7) ICD-10 Codes: X40-X49,X60-X69,X85-X90,Y10-Y19,Y35.2,*U01(.6,.7)
(8) ICD-10 Codes: V01-V99,X82,Y03,Y32,Y36.1,*U01.1

Table 5.14 - Injury Deaths and Rates Per 100,000 (Caused by all Injuries*) by Age Group,
Nebraska 2002

Source: Office of Statistics and Programming, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, CDC. See
http://webapp.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/mortrate.html (last updated August 8, 2005).

Note: Rates based on 20 or fewer deaths may be unstable. Use with caution.

* ICD-10 Codes: V01-Y36, Y85-Y87, Y89, U01-U03
**Standard Population is 2000, all races, both sexes.

Number of Deaths Crude Rate Age-Adjusted Rate*
Classification by Intent/Manner of Injury
Unintentional injuries(1) 762 44.1 39.8
Violence-related injuries(2) 252 14.6 14.5
Undetermined intent injuries(3) 33 1.9 1.8

Classification by Cause/Mechanism of Injury
Drownings(4) 24 1.4 1.5
Falls(5) 191 11.1 8.4
Firearms(6) 140 8.1 7.9
Poisoning(7) 94 5.4 5.4
Transportation-related(8) 356 20.6 20.4

All injuries 1,047 60.61 57.95

 Male Female Total
Group Deaths Rate Deaths Rate Deaths Rate
0-4 years 14 22.98 7 12.04 21 17.64
5-9 years 7 11.59 3 5.18 10 8.45
10-14 years 9 13.87 5 8.09 14 11.05
15-19 years 49 71.95 31 47.93 80 60.25
20-24 years 72 107.49 19 29.73 91 69.52
25-29 years 39 68.27 11 20.28 50 44.90
30-34 years 45 79.07 16 29.24 61 54.64
35-39 years 50 83.15 18 30.74 68 57.29
40-44 years 65 96.88 16 23.85 81 60.37
45-49 years 50 78.64 25 39.26 75 58.93
50-54 years 48 85.71 15 26.54 63 55.99
55-59 years 30 70.81 13 30.35 43 50.47
60-64 years 24 74.66 8 23.18 32 48.01
65-69 years 31 114.74 12 38.81 43 74.21
70-74 years 28 113.04 17 56.02 45 81.65
75-79 years 31 151.83 14 51.25 45 94.27
80-84 years 36 263.16 35 157.22 71 197.54
85+ years 49 471.79 105 417.23 154 433.17
Total 677 79.37 370 42.30 1,047 60.61

Age-Adjusted Death Rate** 81.46 35.69 57.95
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Table 5.15 - Cancer Deaths and Age-Adjusted Death Rates per 100,000 Population by
Selected Site and Sex, Nebraska 1999 and 2003

Source: Nebraska Vital Statistics Report; Nebraska Health and Human Services System,1999 and 2003;
see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tbl40.htm & http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ced/tbl41.htm.

* Fiver or fewer cases

Figure 5.5 - Nebraska Cancer Registry: Sites of Newly Diagnosed Cancer, Nebraska
Residents 2000 and 2002

Source:  Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Nebraska Cancer Registry, 2000 and 2002.

1999 2003
Cancer Site Men Women Men Women
Colon/Rectum/Anus 196 212 188 175
Age-Adjusted Death Rate 25.7 18.8 25.1 15.7

Pancreas 78 95 85 87
Age-Adjusted Death Rate 10.0 8.8 11.2 8.3

Trachea, Bronchus, and Lung 550 359 511 364
Age-Adjusted Death Rate 70.9 35.7 66.0 35.9

Breast * 251 * 244
Age-Adjusted Death Rate * 23.9 * 24.0

Prostate 188 N/A 176 N/A
Age-Adjusted Death Rate 25.9 N/A 24.1 N/A

Leukemia 72 85 79 71
Age-Adjusted Death Rate 9.4 7.8 10.5 6.4

All Sites 1,731 1,678 1,714 1,617
Age Adjusted Death Rate 225.8 159.7 224.7 154.1

21.1% 24.4%
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Table 5.17 - Nebraska Cancer Registry: Sites of Newly Diagnosed Cancer, Total and by
Sex, Nebraska Residents 2000 and 2002

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Nebraska Cancer Registry, 2000 and 2002.

Table 5.16 - Probability of Being Diagnosed With or Dying From Cancer by Site and Sex,
United States 2000 to 2002

Source: National Cancer Institute, SEER Cancer Statistics Review: 1975-2002, 2005;
see http://seer.cancer.gov/csr/1975_2002/results_single/sect_01_table.14.pdf and http://seer.cancer.gov/csr/1975_2002/
results_single/sect_01_table.15.pdf.

Note: Lifetime probabilities are calculated by assuming that current age-specific incidence and mortality rates will hold in the future.
The probability estimates are therefore very sensitive to current rates. They do not take into account future changes in rates,
which are likely to occur.

*Less than 0.05 percent.

Site/Type Men Women Men Women
Prostate 17.93 - 2.97 -
Breast 0.12 13.22 * 2.96
Lung & Bronchus 7.58 5.72 7.25 4.92
Colon and Rectum 5.84 5.51 2.36 2.23
Urinary Bladder 3.58 1.14 0.75 0.32
Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma 2.18 1.82 0.94 0.81
Melanoma of Skin 1.94 1.30 0.35 0.20
Kidney & Renal Pelvis 1.56 0.91 0.59 0.34
Leukemia 1.50 1.07 0.97 0.72
Ovary - 1.48 - 1.05
Oral Cavity and Pharynx 1.38 0.68 0.38 0.19
Pancreas 1.26 1.27 1.17 1.17
Stomach 1.22 0.75 0.59 0.40
Thyroid 0.35 0.97 * 0.06
Liver & Bile Ducts 0.89 0.43 0.65 0.37
Multiple Myeloma 0.70 0.55 0.46 0.40
Esophagus 0.76 0.25 0.74 0.22
Larynx 0.62 0.14 0.23 0.06
Testis 0.36 - * -
Hodgkin's Disease 0.24 0.19 0.05 *

All Sites 45.67 38.09 23.56 19.93

Lifetime Probability (%) of 
Being Diagnosed With Cancer

Lifetime Probability (%) of 
Dying From Cancer

Male Female Total
System 2000 2002 2000 2002 2000 2002
Digestive 20.1% 20.1% 19.7% 17.7% 19.9% 18.9%
Breast 0.3% 0.3% 30.7% 34.3% 15.2% 17.7%
Prostate 31.4% 27.2% - - 16.0% 13.3%
Respiratory 15.9% 15.6% 12.0% 10.5% 14.0% 13.0%
Urinary Tract 10.1% 10.1% 4.3% 4.4% 7.3% 7.2%
Female Genital - - 13.5% 10.9% 6.6% 5.6%
All Other 22.3% 26.7% 19.8% 22.2% 21.1% 24.4%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

N = 4,210 4,383 4,057      4,618      8,268      9,001
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Table 5.18 - Demographic Characteristics of People Reported with Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection (not AIDS), Nebraska Pre-2001 to 2004

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health Surveillance/
Prevention. HIV/AIDS Morbidity/Mortality Surveillance, End of Year Report through December 31, 2004. Vol. 10, No. 1.

*Total number of reported HIV or AIDS cases are three or fewer. Number of cases fewer than four are not entered to protect the
privacy of individuals with HIV disease.

Notes: Cases reported during any given year may have been diagnosed in previous years, therefore these data are not suitable for
trend analysis. This table represents persons reported with HIV disease (not yet AIDS) from hospitals, physicians, and laboratories.
It may not include all persons living in Nebraska who have HIV disease. Many persons with HIV disease have not sought testing
and are not aware of their status. These numbers do not include those persons who have chosen to be tested anonymously at
state-funded counseling and testing sites. These numbers may not represent all persons since retroactive reporting, prior to 1995,
is voluntary on the part of hospitals, physicians, and laboratories.

(1) The effective date for HIV reporting in Nebraska was July 10, 1995; implementation of active HIV surveillance was in September
1995.
(2) Heterosexual contact includes heterosexuals who know that one or more of their sex partners (a) used injecting drugs, (b)
was a man who had sex with men, (c) was a person with hemophilia, (d) received blood transfusion or transplant and is
diagnosed with HIV or AIDS, (e) is a person diagnosed with HIV or AIDS, risk to specified.
(3) Risk not identified includes (a) persons whose risk was not identified at time of initial report, (b) persons who died before risk
could be determined, (c) persons who were lost to follow-up, (d) persons who declined interview, (e) persons who do not report
one of the other exposures after interview.

Year Reported Total
Pre-2001(1) 2001 2002 2003 2004 Number Percent

Total Cases 383 75 46 46 48 598 100.0%
Male 293 56 34 35 35 453 76.0%
Female 90 19 12 11 13 145 24.0%
Age
Under 5 * * * * * 5 1.0%
5 to 12 years * * * * * 4 1.0%
13 to 19 years 12 * * 4 * 23 4.0%
20 to 29 years 129 29 15 17 15 205 34.0%
30 to 39 years 160 26 18 12 18 234 39.0%
40 to 49 years 59 12 9 9 7 96 16.0%
50 years and older 17 5 * * * 31 5.0%
Race
White 246 45 23 19 26 359 60.0%
Black 90 17 12 15 17 151 25.0%
Hispanic 33 11 10 8 * 65 11.0%
Asian * * * * * 5 1.0%
Native American 12 * * * * 17 3.0%
Other/Unknown * * * * * 0 0.0%
Risk
Men who have sex with men (MSM) 171 31 20 17 19 258 43.0%
Injecting drug use (IDU) 40 7 5 * * 55 9.0%
MSM/IDU 27 * 4 * 4 38 6.0%
Adult treatment for hemophilia 4 * * * * 4 1.0%
Transfusion * * * * * 7 1.0%
Heterosexual Contact(2) 72 14 5 4 8 103 17.0%
Pediatric (Persons less than 13 years) 6 * * * * 9 1.0%
Risk not identified(3) 60 20 12 19 13 124 21.0%
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Figure 5.6 - Percent of Persons Aged 18 and Older Reported in High AIDS Risk,
Nebraska and Substate Areas 2004

Source:  Nebraska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2004.

Note: Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For
further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see page 1 and Appendix C.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
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Source:  Nebraska Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 2004.
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Hospital Discharges

Chapter 6: Hospital Discharges

Highlights

Total Discharges
During 2003, 192,239 resident discharges were reported to the Nebraska Hospital
Association data archives.

Preventable Hospitalizations
In 2003, 14.4 percent (N = 24,982) of total inpatient resident hospitalizations were due to
conditions that can be classified as ambulatory care sensitive, or potentially preventable.
Potentially preventable hospitalizations occur most frequently among the 65 and older
population. In 2003, just over 62 percent (N = 15,561) of preventable hospitalizations were
for patients 65 years or older. Among all potentially preventable hospitalizations (all ages),
bacterial pneumonia and congestive heart failure were the most frequent reasons for
hospitalization. For those under 65 years of age, the most frequent preventable
hospitalizations were due to bacterial pneumonia and cellulitis.

Transplants
During the years 2001 to 2003, there were 834 transplant procedures performed on an
inpatient basis in Nebraska hospitals. Kidney and autologous hematopoietic stem cell
transplants were the most frequent types performed. Nearly 44 percent of these transplants
were performed on patients who live outside the state of Nebraska.

Highest Average Charge for an Inpatient Hospitalization Procedure
Statewide, the procedure with the highest average charge during 2003 was extensive third
degree burns with skin graft. The procedure with the second highest average charge during
2003 was a liver transplant, which incurred an average statewide charge of $235,200.

Highest Estimated Total Statewide Charges for Inpatient
Hospitalization Diagnoses
Inpatient hospitalization for major joint and limb reattachment procedures of lower extremity
had the highest estimated total charges of all DRGs ($183.6 million) during 2003.

Most Frequent Inpatient Diagnoses and Procedures
The most frequent discharges statewide were those related to the birth and delivery of
newborns. Similarly, the most frequent procedures were related to these diagnoses. The most
frequent procedures among inpatient discharges during the 2003 discharge year include, in
order of frequency, circumcision of the penis, lower cervical cesarean section, operations
related to the assistance of delivery (episiotomy), and repair of obstetric laceration.

Note: The information in this chapter reflects an estimated inpatient discharge contribution rate
of 91% for 2003, 85% for 2002, and 87% for 2001.
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Hospital Discharges 2003

Acute Discharges from Nebraska Hospitals 
 Rate of Hospital Discharges per 1,000 Resident Population: Inpatient Hospitalization 
  Nebraska 110.5 
  Western (Region I) 99.5 
  Southwest (Region II) 133.5 
  Central (Region III) 132.4 
  Northern (Region IV) 103.0 
  Southeast (Region V) 110.2 
  Eastern (Region VI) 103.6 
  
 Five Most Frequent Discharge Types (DRGs) with Highest Average Charge 
 
 Rank DRG Description Number 
  1 391 Normal Newborn 18,126 
  2 373 Vaginal Delivery without Complicating Diagnoses 13,793 
  3 430 Psychoses 6,284 
  4 209 Major Joint and Limb Reattachment Procedures of Lower Extremity 6,043 
  5 89 Simple Pneumonia and Pleurisy (Above Age 17 with Complications) 5,677 
    
Charges for Acute Discharges from Nebraska Hospitals 
 Three Highest Average Charge Inpatient Hospitalizations 
 
 Rank DRG Description Number 

Average 
Charge 

  1 504 Extensive Third Degree Burn with Skin Graft *                * 
  2 480 Liver Transplant 71 $235,200 
  3 512 Simultaneous Pancreas/Kidney Transplant *                * 

*Five or fewer cases.    
     
 Estimated Statewide Total Charges for Leading Hospitalizations Ranked by DRGs with Highest 
 Average Charge 

 
 Rank DRG Description Number 

Total 
Estimated 

Charge 
  1 209 Major Joint & Limb Reattachment Procedures of Lower 

Extremity 
6,666 $183,610,700 

  2 483 Tracheostomy Except for Face, Mouth, & Neck Diagnoses 408 $79,308,600 
  3 148 Major Small & Large Bowel Procedures with 

Complications 
1,711 $73,970,060 

     
 Percent(1) of Total Hospital Discharges Indicating Primary Payer as 
  Medicare 34.2% 
  Medicaid 13.3% 
  Commercial Insurance 50.3% 
  Patient (Self-Pay)(2) 1.4% 
  Other 0.9% 
  
(1) May not sum to 100% due to rounding.  
(2) This category is under-reported. See Payer Type in Appendix A.  
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Chapter 6
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Uninsurance in Nebraska

Special Report: Uninsurance in Nebraska

Introduction
In September 2003, the Nebraska Health and Human Services System contracted with the
University of Nebraska Medical Center to examine the characteristics of the uninsured in
Nebraska and to suggest strategies for providing them with access to affordable health insurance
coverage. This one-year contract was issued as part of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) State Planning Grants
Program. For more information, see the HRSA Web site (www.hrsa.gov).

In order to examine the characteristics of the uninsured in Nebraska and to develop policy
recommendations, researchers at the University of Nebraska Medical Center conducted a
household telephone survey of 3,750 Nebraskans and held 13 focus groups across the state’s
six health planning regions. The purpose of the household survey was to determine the
characteristics and location of the uninsured in the state. The purpose of the focus groups was
to improve the research team’s understanding of the experience of the uninsured in Nebraska
and to understand the factors small employers consider when deciding whether to offer health
insurance to their employees.

Highlights
• Approximately 9.9% of Nebraskans (145,000 persons) are uninsured (they are younger

than 65 years and have no health insurance of any type—private insurance, Medicare,
Medicaid, or military insurance). Statistically, 9.9% is a number that represents a range
between 8.3% and 11.5% uninsurance. This range is consistent with other reports such as
the U.S. Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey, which describes Nebraska’s
uninsurance rate as 10.8%,1 representing a range between 9.9% and 11.7%. Nebraska’s
uninsurance rate compares favorably to the nation’s 15.6% uninsurance rate.2

• Nearly four out of five of uninsured Nebraskans reside in households with incomes at or
below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). (See Table 1 for incomes corresponding
with FPLs.)

• Among the uninsured, 21% are younger than 19 years, 34% are aged 19 to 34, and 40% are
aged 35 to 64.

• Sixty-three percent of the uninsured live in households where the head of the household
is employed.

• Nearly 68% of Nebraskans younger than 65 years obtain health insurance through their
employer.

Continued on p. 224
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•  Of employed Nebraskans offered coverage by their employer, 20% were uninsured; of those not
offered coverage through their employer, 39% were uninsured. Due to the high cost of premiums, small
businesses that have fewer than ten employees are less likely to offer health insurance as an employee
benefit than are larger employers.

• Sixty-five percent of the uninsured stated that cost was the reason they did not purchase private
insurance.

• The uninsured were less likely than the insured to report “excellent/very good” health status (61.2% vs.
71.8%) and more likely than the insured to report “fair/poor” health status (11.9% vs. 6.3%).

• Approximately 57% of uninsured Nebraskans, compared to 86% of insured Nebraskans, visited a
doctor in the last 12 months.

• When the uninsured seek health care, they are more likely to use public clinics than are the insured—
50% of the uninsured relied on public clinics (such as services available through some public health
departments or Federally Qualified Health Centers) as the source of their care compared to 23% of the
insured. In areas where public clinics did not exist, the uninsured reported more difficulty obtaining
treatment and that they had used home remedies and medications prescribed for someone else. The
uninsured without access to public clinics reported fearing the debt they would incur by seeking
treatment and thus chose to delay care as long as possible.

• Fourteen percent of the uninsured reported that there was a time in the last 12 months when they
needed care but could not get it, compared to 3% of the insured.

• Thirty-three percent of uninsured Nebraskans and 27% of insured Nebraskans were concerned that
insurance would not cover the cost of their health care.
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Report Profile

How Many Nebraskans Are Uninsured and Who Are They?  
 United States Nebraska 
 Uninsurance Rate Total Population Younger than 65 Years, 2004 15.6% 9.9% 

Non-metropolitan Areas (rural) in Nebraska  11.1% 
Metropolitan Areas (urban) in Nebraska 8.7% 

 
 Uninsurance Rate of Nebraskans (Younger than 65 Years) by Race/Ethnicity, 2004 

 United States Nebraska 
White/Caucasian 13% 9.1% 
Black/African American 21% 6.5% 
Hispanic 34% 26.9% 
Non-Hispanic – 8.7% 

  
 Uninsurance Rate by Age Group, Nebraska 2004  
 Under 19 years of age 6.7% 
 19 to 34 years 16.0% 

35 to 54 years 9.1% 
55 to 64 years 7.9% 

 
Uninsurance Rate by Income (According to Federal Poverty Level), 2004 

 United States Nebraska 
 0 to 100% FPL 37% 24.7% 

101 to 200% FPL 29% 21.4% 
201 to 300% FPL 7.3% 
More than 300% FPL 

(>200% FPL) 10% 
3.7% 

 
Distribution of Uninsured (Aged 19-64 Years) by Employment Status, Nebraska 2004 

 Employed 49.5% 
 Self-Employed 13.7% 
 Unemployed 29.2% 

Other 7.7% 
  
 Nebraska Businesses Offering Health Insurance by Business Size  

 United States Nebraska 
All Businesses 56.2% 66% 

  
1-3 employees 49% 
4-9 employees 65% 
10-18 employees 80% 
20-49 employees 88% 
50-99 employees 95% 
100 or more employees 98% 

 
What Difference Does Health Insurance Make?  

Doctor Visits in the Past 12 Months, Nebraska 2004 Insured Uninsured 
0 visits 14.0% 42.8% 
1 to 2 visits 35.9% 30.4% 
3 to 4 visits 23.6% 13.6% 
5 to 10 visits 18.3% 6.5% 
More than 10 visits 8.1% 6.7% 
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What Difference Does Health Insurance Make? (continued)   
 Self-reported Health Status, Nebraska 2004 Insured Uninsured 
 Excellent/Very Good 75.8% 61.2% 
 Good 17.8% 26.9% 

Fair/Poor 6.3% 11.9% 
  
Why Nebraskans Lack Health Insurance, 2004  

Why Uninsured Nebraskans (Younger than 65 Years) Do Not have Private Insurance  
 Too Expensive 65.4% 
 Not Eligible 11.4% 

Don’t Need/Want 5.7% 
Expect to be Eligible Soon 4.5% 
Rarely Sick 2.0% 

 Don’t Know Where to Begin 1.4% 
Too Much Hassle 0.7% 
Other 9.0% 

  
Where Nebraskans Go for Health Care, 2004  
 Usual Source of Care by Insurance Status Insured Uninsured 

Emergency Room 1% 4% 
Clinic 34% 51% 
Doctor’s Office 62% 13% 
Other 2% 1% 

  
What are the Consequences of Uninsurance?  
 Forgo Needed Care by Insurance Status, 2004 Insured Uninsured 

Percent of Nebraskans who needed care in the last 12 months but 
could not get it  3% 14% 

   
Underinsurance Among Nebraskans, 2004   

Insured who say worrying that insurance will not cover care is a problem  27% 
Insured who say worrying whether they will pay more than expected for 
care is a problem 

 36% 

 
 
Source for U.S. data: Kaiser Family Foundation State Health Facts: Health coverage and the uninsured. http://www.statehealthfacts.org/cgi-
bin/healthfacts.cgi?action=profile&area=Nebraska&welcome=1&category=Health+Coverage+%26+Uninsured (retrieved December 2005). 
 
Note: All U.S. data was collected for 2004, except data for percent of businesses providing health coverage, which was collected for 2003. 
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Employer 
Sponsored, 67.5%

Private Insured, 
8.8%

Uninsured, 9.9%

Other Public, 8.1%

Medicare, 3.4%

Medicaid, 2.3%

Medicaid, 2.0%

Medicare, 16.6%

Other Public, 7.0%

Uninsured, 8.5%

Private Insured, 
7.6%

Employer 
Sponsored, 58.3%

Section 1: How Many Nebraskans Are Uninsured and Who Are They?
Although almost 68% of Nebraskans younger than 65 years received health insurance coverage through
their employers, and nearly all Nebraskans aged 65 and older were covered through Medicare,
approximately 145,000 non-elderly Nebraskans (10%) lacked health insurance in 2004 (Figures 1 and 2).

Figure 1 - Types of Coverage of Insured Nebraskans Younger Than 65 Years, 2004

Note: Other public insurance includes Railroad Retirement Plan, TRICARE/CHAMPUS, Indian Health Service, and SCHIP.

Figure 2 - Types of Coverage of Insured Nebraskans of All Ages, 2004

Note: Other public insurance includes Railroad Retirement Plan, TRICARE/CHAMPUS, Indian Health Service, and SCHIP.
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Missing, 13.0%

> 300% FPL, 
19.9%

201-300% FPL, 
12.3%

0-100% FPL, 
18.3%

101-200% FPL, 
36.6%

Table 1 -  2003 Federal Poverty Level (FPL) Income Guidelines

Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, The 2003
HHS Poverty Guidelines.

Nebraskans younger than 65 years at 200% of the FPL or below are more likely to be uninsured than are
Nebraskans of the same age group earning at or above 201% of the FPL. According to the telephone
survey, approximately one-fifth of those earning between 101% and 200% of the FPL and one-fourth of
those at 100% of the FPL or below were without health insurance (Figure 4).

The uninsured have lower incomes.

Seventy-nine percent of the uninsured in Nebraska made 300% or less of the FPL (Figure 3). Income
categories used in this report are based upon the 2003 FPL income guidelines (Table 1). A family of three at
300% of the FPL would have an annual household income of $45,780 before taxes.

Figure 3 - Distribution of Uninsured by Income According to Federal Poverty Level, 2004

Family 
Size 100% FPL 200% FPL 300% FPL 
1 $8,980 $17,960 $26,940 
2 $12,120 $24,240 $36,360 
3 $15,260 $30,520 $45,780 
4 $18,400 $36,800 $55,200 
5 $21,540 $49,360 $74,040 
6 $24,680 $49,360 $74,040 
7 $27,820 $55,640 $83,460 
8 $30,960 $61,920 $92,880 
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Figure 4 - Percentage of Uninsurance for Nebraskans Younger Than 65 by Poverty Level, 2004

The cost of health insurance is the primary barrier to purchasing private health insurance.  More than 65% of
the uninsured younger than 65 years reported that they could not afford private health insurance
(Figure 14).

What we heard:

“Well, what if you are not even making enough to cover all your stuff? I mean your expenses
exceed your income. You’re on a tight budget because you have to pay for food and all your
personal needs each month.” –Urban Native American

The uninsured are working-age adults.

Approximately 21% of uninsured Nebraskans were children, and the remainder were working age adults.
More than 68% of the uninsured younger than 65 who are without health insurance were between 19 and
54 years of age (Figure 5).

Figure 5 - Age Groups as Percentages of All Uninsured Nebraskans Younger Than 65, 2004

Under 19, 
21.3%

35-54, 
29.2%

55-64
10.4%

19-34
39.1%



Special Report

230 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

The majority of the uninsured are employed.

Over 63% of uninsured Nebraskans aged 19-64 were employed. However, only two-thirds of those who
were employed were offered health insurance by their employer. Those offered coverage by their employer
were less likely to be uninsured. Specifically, of those offered coverage by their employer, 20% were
uninsured; of those not offered coverage through their employer, 39% were uninsured.

Figure 7 - Percentage Uninsured Nebraskans Aged 19 to 64 by Employment Status

Young adults are more likely to be uninsured than any other age group (Figure 6). Sixteen percent of adults
aged 19-34 years were uninsured—an amount almost twice that of the next highest uninsured age group
(9.1% of adults aged 35-54 years). Sixty-eight percent of young adults aged 19-24 and 49% of young
adults aged 25-34 lived in households with a total income that is less than 300% of the FPL. In other
words, young adults are overrepresented among the uninsured because they are overrepresented among the
low-income population.

Figure 6 - Percentage Uninsured Nebraskans Younger Than 65 by Age Group, 2004
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What we heard:

“People I know . . . are
still paying off doctor bills
they got when they were in
their twenties, and they are
in their thirties and forties
now. Because it was so
expensive, and they didn’t
have insurance when they
got sick or whatever.”
–Low-income White male

Other, 7.7%

Self-employed, 
13.7%

Unemployed
29.2%

Employed
49.5%
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Employees of small businesses are at a greater risk of being uninsured. According to data from the
Nebraska Department of Labor, employers with fewer than 10 employees were least likely to offer health
insurance (Figure 8).

Figure 8 - Percentage of Nebraska Businesses Offering Health Insurance by Number of
Employees, 2004

Source: Nebraska Workforce Development, Department of Labor, 2004.

Note: The Nebraska Workforce Development Department of Labor Survey, from which these data are taken, was conducted as part
of the Nebraska State Planning Grant to identify which types of industries and business sizes were most likely to offer benefits to
their full- and part-time employees.

What we heard:

“My employer offers insurance, but it is ridiculous. There’s no way you can afford it unless
you have somebody else working in your household. It’s almost half a paycheck” (every two
weeks). –Low-income White female

“I don’t qualify for any coverage. . . . You have to be management.” –Low-income White
female
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The uninsured are from all racial and ethnic groups, but Hispanics are most likely to be
uninsured.

Uninsurance rates are similar for White and Black Nebraskans. However, Hispanics are nearly three times
as likely to be uninsured as are non-Hispanic whites (Figure 9). In addition to the common barriers of cost
and eligibility, Hispanic focus group participants reported that barriers to obtaining health insurance included
lack of information about the role of health insurance in the U.S. health care system, lack of information
about how to obtain health insurance, legal status, and language barriers.

Figure 9 - Percentage Uninsured Nebraskans Younger Than 65 by Race/Ethnicity, 2004

Note: The percentages for Blacks and Whites are statistically in the same range. Blacks are undercounted because of issues
pertaining to telephone ownership and response rate.

What we heard:

“And when they don’t get covered the first time [because of the deductible], a lot of people I
know cancel it because they think it doesn’t work. And they tell their coworkers that they tried
to use it but it didn’t work and so other people also cancel it. There is misinformation, a need
for more education about health insurance, deductible, coverage, the time that has to pass so
you’re covered, doctor visits, copay, etc. A lot of people don’t know the difference between the
deductible and the co-pay.” –Rural Hispanic female

“If your children are not born here, they can’t get insurance. Even if the mother and father are
both working, [children] don’t get coverage because they don’t have social security
numbers.” –Rural Hispanic male
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Section 2: What Difference Does Health Insurance Make?

Having health insurance affects an individual’s access to health care.

Uninsured focus group participants reported having less access to health care because providers prefer to
see insured patients and because the focus group participants feared that they would not be able to pay the
bills for treatment. Lacking insurance reportedly limited the use of all levels of care including preventive,
primary, and acute care. The uninsured did not report increased use of hospital emergency departments for
fear of the charges incurred.

• Health insurance status affects access to primary and preventive health care. Approximately 27% of
uninsured Nebraskans younger than 65 did not have a regular source for medical care, compared to 6%
of insured Nebraskans. About 57% of uninsured Nebraskans, compared to 86% of insured
Nebraskans, visited a doctor in the last 12 months (Figure 10).

• Health insurance status affects access to acute care. Approximately 14% of uninsured Nebraskans,
compared to 3% of insured Nebraskans, reported not getting needed care in the past 12 months.

Figure 10 - Number of Doctor Visits in Past 12 Months by Insurance Status, 2004

What we heard:

“Last year I was pregnant and I lost my twin babies. But I went to the clinic and they asked
me if I had insurance, and because I didn’t have it they couldn’t take care of me. They said I
had to wait until it was an emergency. I waited for two days, holding in the pain. When I went
to Kearney [for care], it was too late. I had already lost my babies. If I had had medical
assistance when I needed it, I would not have lost my babies.” –Rural Hispanic female
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Having health insurance affects an individual’s health status.

Insured Nebraskans younger than 65 years reported being in better health than those without health
insurance. Health insurance status impacts whether or not an individual can receive care when it is needed,
whether or not an individual can obtain preventive care or be seen by a specialist, and reportedly affects
how an individual is treated in the health care setting. People without health insurance are more likely to
delay seeking treatment for an illness, with the wait often resulting in increased anxiety, poorer health
outcomes, and higher bills than would have resulted had they received treatment earlier. These factors affect
overall quality of life, including an individual’s ability to provide for his or her family and contribute to his or
her community.

• About twice as many uninsured as insured reported being in “Fair/Poor” health. (Figure 11).

• Uninsured focus group participants reported receiving poorer quality health care and being treated with
less respect than the insured.

Figure 11 - Health Status of Insured and Uninsured Nebraskans Younger Than 65, 2004

What we heard:

“My mother didn’t see a doctor for
an infection because she was afraid
of how much it would cost. A bladder
infection turned into a blood
infection, and that is what essentially
killed her.” –White Female urban
employer

“They [the people that provide
health services] ask you, ‘Why didn’t
you get here before you were so ill?’
But you think, ‘I don’t have insurance
or money.’ And if you have to get
hospitalized and can’t go to work,
then your family can’t eat. That’s why
you hold on [and don’t seek care]
until the last minute.” –Rural
Hispanic female

6.3%

17.8%

75.8%

61.2%

26.9%

11.9%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Excellent/Very
Good

Good Fair/Poor

Self-Perceived Health Status

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e

Insured

Uninsured



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 235

Uninsurance in Nebraska

0%

72%

27%

33%

47%

20%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Big/small problem Not a problem Don't know

Worry That Insurance Won't Cover Care

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e

Insured

Uninsured

But some of the insured also worry about costs.

Both the insured and uninsured worry that care will cost more than they expect. Many of the insured have
policies with high deductibles and copays, or preexisting conditions that are not covered. Those insured who
face such uncovered expenses are considered to be underinsured. Farley (as cited in Comer and Mueller)3

defines the underinsured as those whose out-of-pocket expenses exceed 10% of their income, while Taylor
et al.4 define the underinsured as those who have high deductibles relative to their income. Adequate health
insurance provides peace of mind by protecting assets and avoiding debt.

• The cost of health care concerns both the insured and the uninsured (Figure 12).

• Both insured and uninsured Nebraskans worried that they do not have sufficient health coverage
(Figure 13).

Figure 12 - Level of Worry Among Insured and Uninsured Nebraskans That They Will Have
to Pay More Than Expected for Care, 2004

Figure 13 - Level of Worry Among Insured and Uninsured
Nebraskans That Insurance Won’t Cover Care, 2004

What we heard:

“We don’t have any
preventive coverage, no
annual checkups, no well-
baby exams, no
immunizations. . . . I would
get something beyond just the
major medical if I could
afford it.” –Rural White
employer

“I would possibly be more
proactive about my health
needs if I had [better] health
insurance. . . . I have major
medical that has a $5,000
deductible, and it doesn’t do
anything unless something
really catastrophic happens,
and so I pretty much have to
circumvent the AMA
[preventive care guidelines]
for things like Pap smears,
mammograms. I sometimes
can find a place that will do
them; I have to ask, ‘But what
does it cost?’ ” –Self-
employed White female
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Section 3: Why Do Nebraskans Lack Health Insurance?

Nebraskans lack health insurance because of the high cost of private premiums and employee contributions
for employer-sponsored coverage. Uninsured focus group participants spoke of having to decide between
meeting basic needs and purchasing health insurance. Low-income working families are especially
vulnerable to this dilemma because they do not earn enough to afford health insurance but earn too much to
qualify for public programs. Many uninsured Nebraskans also said that employer-sponsored insurance was
not a viable option either because employee contributions were too high or because they were ineligible.

Health insurance is not affordable.

Uninsured Nebraskans feel that health insurance is too expensive (Figure 14).

Figure 14 - Reasons Uninsured Nebraskans Younger Than 65 Do Not Have Private
Insurance Coverage, 2004

The uninsured make a calculated risk when choosing not to purchase health insurance. Uninsured focus
group participants reported valuing health insurance and finding it difficult to make the decision to be without
it. Many of the uninsured understand the risk they are taking in choosing not to purchase health insurance.
They choose to take that risk rather than forgo meeting basic needs such as feeding their families and paying
rent.

Consumers want health insurance to provide value. When deciding whether or not to purchase health
insurance, uninsured focus group participants considered the value provided by the insurance. If a significant
portion of a paycheck is sacrificed to pay for health insurance, purchasers want the insurance to cover
primary and preventive care without incurring significant debt for deductibles, office copays, and
medications.
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Barriers exist to employer-sponsored coverage.

• Fewer employers are offering the benefit of health insurance. Approximately 48% of Nebraska’s
uninsured said that their employer did not offer health insurance.

• Many of the uninsured cannot afford the cost of the employee contribution for employer-sponsored
coverage or they are ineligible for coverage (Figure 15).

• Focus group data show that employees often felt they had to decide between spending money on basic
needs such as food and rent or buying health insurance.

Figure 15 - Reasons Uninsured Nebraskans Aged 19 to 64 Were Not Enrolled in Employer-
Sponsored Health Insurance, 2004

What we heard:

“Uninsurance is a crisis in rural America. The majority of people who are without health
insurance are without it because of the cost.” –Rural White employer

“We cut it [our health insurance] two weeks ago because it [went up and now it is] too
expensive. We don’t have the money. It’s not enough to pay for other bills and food. . . . And
we have three kids, you know. What are we going to feed them if we give them the whole
check? It’s difficult.” –Female refugee

 “[People don’t have insurance] because of the high price of health insurance and the low
salaries.” –Rural Hispanic female

“There are a lot of companies that sell health insurance, but you either have it or you eat.”
–Rural Hispanic male
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• Small businesses are less likely than larger businesses to offer health benefits. The high cost of health
insurance premiums for small businesses is passed on to employees.

• Employers find it difficult to afford benefits that keep up with rising health insurance costs.
Approximately 57% of employers said the reason they did not offer health insurance was because it was
too expensive. Approximately 16% said they did not offer it because employees can’t afford the
contribution, and 14% said an inability to control costs precluded the provision of employee
coverage.*+

*Source: Nebraska Workforce Development, Department of Labor, 2004.
+Note: The Nebraska Workforce Development Department of Labor Survey, from which these data are taken, was conducted as part of
the Nebraska State Planning Grant to identify which types of industries and business sizes were most likely to offer benefits to their full-
and part-time employees.

What we heard:

“But times have changed, because every place I ever worked had insurance until my last two
jobs. . . . The place that I work at full-time did have insurance until five years ago, but they
can’t afford it anymore. So it’s not just the employees that are uninsured, it’s the bosses that
are uninsured, too. It’s got so expensive.” –Low-income White female

“We come here with no English. We can’t get the good jobs at $9 an hour; we get $6 an hour.
Two hundred dollars [per paycheck every two weeks] is too expensive for insurance. We have
three kids and we have to feed them.” –Female refugee

If [the employers] charge you $40 a week, like company X [a large local employer], that’s all
right, but the smaller companies charge you a lot, as much as $300. If you get work in a
smaller company, you end up paying too much.” –Rural Hispanic female

It is difficult to qualify for public programs.

Many uninsured Nebraskans are among the “working poor” and do not qualify for public programs. Focus
group participants relayed the message that despite interest in participating in public programs, their income
levels were too high to qualify. Some participants also said that lack of citizenship made them ineligible for
public programs.

What we heard:

“I was just diagnosed on May 9 with Stage III B terminal lung cancer, and knowing that I was
going to have humongous hospital bills, medical bills, I basically went in and quit my jobs
[neither of which offered health insurance] and took medical leave, because I knew I had to
try to get zero income so I could get Medicaid.” –Low-income White female
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(1)

Section 4: Where Do the Uninsured Go for Health Care?

The uninsured often delay or go without needed medical care. Home remedies and leftover medications
previously prescribed for a different person or condition are substituted for medical treatment for fear of
incurring high costs and debt in the formal health care system. When the uninsured do seek care, their needs
are sometimes met through formal safety-net providers, such as Federally Qualified Health Centers
(FQHCs), and the informal safety net, which consists of private providers who have agreed to provide
charity or low-cost care. Public clinics, such as FQHCs, are not available in most Nebraska communities.
Focus group participants often described care provided by both the formal and informal safety nets as
limited in scope and uncoordinated. The uninsured considered seeking care in the emergency room an
option of last resort for fear of the high cost incurred.

The uninsured are more likely to seek care in a clinic than in a doctor’s office.

The usual source of medical care differs for the insured and the uninsured. The uninsured rely on public
clinics, where available, for their health care (Figure 16). The type of clinic used also differs among the
insured and uninsured (Figure 17).

Figure 16 - Usual Source of Care by Insurance Status, 2004

What we heard:

“They took it [Medicaid] away, straight up. . . . I didn’t make any more money and any less;
they just took it away. And I even went as far as telling my [social] worker . . . ‘you know,
just let my son stay on it,’ you know what I’m saying? I don’t care about me too much. I’m
concerned about my son, you know, with that asthma.” –African American female

“Also, at Kids Connection, if the children don’t have social security numbers they can’t be
part of it. That’s because it’s part of the state. It’s different because for that you have to be a
citizen.” –Rural Hispanic female
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Figure 17 - Type of Clinic in Which Care is Obtained, by Insurance Status, 2004

What we heard from those with access 
to a formal safety-net clinic:  
 

What we heard from those without 
access to a formal safety-net clinic:  

“They [FQHC in east central Nebraska] 
don’t throw you out the door if you say 
you don’t have the money. If you can’t 
afford to give them nothing, they still 
treat you just like you had a $100 bill in 
your pocket.” –Low-income White male  
 
“[This place means] being healthy so 
you can live a happy life. . . . Being 
healthy just makes me feel like a better 
person, like I’m more productive. My 
attitude is, if I can’t go to work, I feel 
kind of worthless.” –Low-income White 
male  
 
“You really do have hope when you 
come here and you know that you’ve got 
a safe place to come, where they will 
take care of you.” –Low-income White 
female  
 
“But that clinic [One World] has no 
more capacity, as well as Hope [Medical 
Outreach Coalition]; they are both 
saturated.” –Urban Hispanic male 

“I’m being sued by a doctor’s office  
here. . . . They want $318 a month, and 
the house payment is $200 a month.”  
–Low-income White female 
 
“It costs $79 to walk into a doctor’s 
office in my town . . . just to go in and say 
real quick, ‘this is what’s going on.’ ”  
–Low-income White female  
 
“But if you don’t have money, they don’t 
take care of you. . . . You go to the people 
that sell medicine from the country you 
come from. We know that it’s illegal to 
buy those cheap medications, but we 
don’t have too many options.” –Rural 
Hispanic male  
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Section 5: What Are the Consequences of Uninsurance?

Lacking health insurance affects individuals’ and families’ quality of life. Nebraskans without adequate health
insurance reported that they were likely to delay needed medical care; make decisions between spending
income on health care or basic needs; and experience adverse psychological consequences, often as a result
of the financial stress of being uninsured.

Being uninsured affects quality of life.

People without insurance tend to delay obtaining health care. Fourteen percent of the uninsured reported
that there was a time in the last 12 months when they needed care but could not get it, compared to 3% of
the insured.

The uninsured worry about paying for health care. Forty-eight percent of the uninsured compared to 36% of
the insured worried that they would have to pay more than expected for health care.

Uninsured Nebraskans often must choose between meeting basic needs and obtaining medical care.
Uninsured focus group participants reported facing the dilemma of deciding between meeting basic needs
for their families, such as food and rent, or using money to obtain health care for themselves or a family
member.

What we heard

Without adequate health insurance, participants reported feeling “Stuck” “Depressed”
“Frustrated” “Worried” “Mad” “Hopeless” “Suicidal.”

“When you’re surviving paycheck to paycheck, when you’re sick, there’s no paycheck.”
–Low-income White female

“We have a friend who had an aneurysm. . . . Now they are in the situation where what they
owe is worth more than their ranch.” –White rural employer

High rates of uninsurance affect economic development in rural communities.

Health care facilities and providers in rural areas contribute jobs, income, and tax revenue to local
economies. The presence of hospitals and physicians in a rural area positively affects the economic viability
of the community. Employment impact is an example of this: health-related jobs comprise between 10% and
20% of local employment opportunities in rural counties.5 High uninsurance rates and the related burden of
uncompensated care are a major factor in the closure of rural hospitals.1 Hospital loss and high rates of
uninsurance also lead to physician loss.1 When local rural communities lose facilities and providers due to
increasing rates of uninsurance, economic viability is placed at risk.
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In addition to the effect of uninsurance on a community’s economic viability due to burdens placed on the
health system, uninsurance may affect a community’s development in other ways. Rural small employers
who participated in focus groups perceived three effects of high costs of health insurance on rural economic
development. First, the high cost of insurance prevents small employers from offering it and thus discourages
young families from taking jobs in rural areas. Second, the high cost of insurance and health care was
perceived as diverting resources from other economic activities that would improve rural development.
Third, the high cost of health insurance causes rural families to be uninsured and thus decreases access to
health care. Furthermore, the rate of uninsurance is higher in rural areas of Nebraska than in urban areas. As
supported by the telephone survey, among Nebraskans younger than 65 years, the uninsurance rate was
11.1% for individuals living in non-metropolitan counties and 8.7% for individuals living in metropolitan
counties (Figure 18).

Figure 18

 

Percent of Uninsured Under Age 65 Within
Health Planning Regions - Nebraska 2004
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Southwestern 
 10.9%

Central
 9.9%

Southeastern
 10.5%

Northern - 11.0%

Eastern
  8.7%

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Cartography: UNMC Center for Rural Health Research, 2004.

What we heard

“They are looking for a job where they can get decent insurance for their families, and that
means moving to an urban area.” –Rural White female

“Spending all that money on insurance and health care impedes development. We don’t have
the money to put into something else in the community when it is all going to health care
costs.” –Rural White agricultural small employer

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Cartography: Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research, 2004.
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What we heard:

“It’s no longer going to be the community you grew up in; it’s just going to become a dust
bowl or something. Everybody’s going to have to leave just to live life and be healthy.”
–White college-aged male

“The first thing we said when we came in, one of the very serious problems of living in central
Nebraska, as well as southwest Nebraska, is poor wages and lack of health care. And if there
were ways that employers could have some help with the health care, they might hire more
employees or they might invent more jobs and come here and start them.” –Rural self-
employed White male

Uninsurance hurts the productivity of Nebraska’s workers.

Uninsurance is also reportedly costly to both public and private sectors, resulting in more sick days and
less-productive employees. According to the Institute of Medicine, there is significant economic value to be
gained through better health outcomes by insuring all Americans. Assuming the uninsured would use health
care as those do who currently have insurance, between $65 billion and $130 billion would be gained from
higher worker productivity nationally as health outcomes would be better from improved health care.6

What we heard:

“Well, if an employer pays for your health insurance, they’re investing in themselves ’cause
if you injure yourself at home and can’t show up for work, they’re losing productivity, but if
they insure you, you can get treatment and you can get back to work a lot faster.” –White
male community college student
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What we heard:

“Having health insurance allows you to fulfill your obligation to your family and maintain a
quality life, a healthy life.” –Native American female

“I feel so sad and hurt and worried to hear about pre-existing conditions [that prevent people
from getting insurance]; it just seems like society couldn’t tolerate that.” –Self-employed
White female

“I look at what it is going to take for [my employees] to get insurance. If I have to, I will cut
somewhere else, such as in advertising, to pay the cost. It is a social reason.” –Rural small
employer

“You just want to be able to take care of your family. We all need to be healthy . . . to be able
to function, you know, in society, in school.” –Rural Hispanic female

Section 6: Why Should We Care About the Uninsured?

The costs of caring for the uninsured are transferred to the insured through higher health care costs and
taxes.

About $35 billion was spent on uncompensated health care for the uninsured in 2001, though people who
were uninsured for an entire year averaged approximately half the amount of medical costs as those who
were insured.7 Taxpayers are largely responsible for paying for the medical costs of the uninsured. Seventy-
five to 80% of uncompensated care for the uninsured is publicly supported through federal, state, and local
government programs.6

We have a moral obligation to the uninsured.

Providing health insurance is believed by some to be a moral obligation. Because the health of individuals
determines the health of communities, many employers and uninsured focus group participants believed that
providing health insurance to employees was a moral obligation. Both employers and the uninsured agreed
that having adequate health insurance allows Nebraskans to enjoy a higher quality of life by helping them to
maintain their health through prevention and early treatment and to minimize worry about incurring medical
debt.

A moral obligation also may be said to arise from the fact that uninsured focus group participants
consistently reported that they valued health insurance but were uninsured because they had to decide
between meeting basic needs for their families, such as food and rent, or using money to purchase insurance.
Though it was difficult to make the decision to be without insurance, they chose to take that risk rather than
forgo meeting the basic needs of their families.
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Section 7: Conclusion

Providing health insurance to all Nebraskans will support their contributions to Nebraska’s economy and
help all Nebraskans achieve “the good life.” The cost of health care is a barrier to access for the uninsured
and the underinsured that results in health disparities, burdens the health and social service providers in
communities, and contributes to the inefficient use of the health care system. The consequences of
uninsurance can be damaging to individuals, families, businesses, and communities and may be mitigated by
implementing policies to provide coverage for low-income Nebraskans and to provide small employers with
affordable health insurance options. Participants across all groups conveyed the message that the entire U.S.
health care system is broken and that they would prefer to have access to health care and not health
insurance.

What we heard:

“I think we need to separate health insurance versus health care here for your research. I
don’t believe in it [health insurance]. It’s the only system we happen to have in this region, but
I don’t think it’s the only one we hope for. There’s other ways to get health care than paying
for insurance that isn’t going to pay for health care anyway.” –Rural self-employed female

“I think the medical system in this country sucks. It’s horrible. If you don’t have money, you
don’t get health care and that’s BS. That’s not the way it’s supposed to be.” –White male
community college student

“Poor people die a lot faster; that’s the truth of the matter.” –Low-income White female

“Listen to the little people.” –Low-income Asian female
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Appendix A: Data Collection

Household Survey

Statistical information in this report is based on data collected from the Nebraska State Planning Grant
random-digit-dialed household telephone survey. Random-digit dialing was used to minimize selection bias
due to unlisted numbers. Based on the preferred language of the respondent, the survey was conducted in
English or Spanish. To insure balanced geographic sampling, approximately 600 surveys were completed
from within each of Nebraska’s six health planning regions (Figure A.1). One person in each contacted
household was randomly selected to complete the survey. To obtain more precise estimates of the
uninsurance rates among minorities, Hispanics and African Americans were sampled with higher probability
in certain areas of the state.

Between March 10 and May 8, 2004, 3,750 adults between the ages of 19 and 64 were surveyed; 2,625
surveys were completed, resulting in a response rate of 70%. The purpose of the survey was to identify the
demographic characteristics of Nebraska’s uninsured, their geographic location, their perceived health
status, and the nature of the barriers they encountered in obtaining health insurance. The survey required
approximately 20 minutes to complete. Each participant was asked up to 47 questions covering the
following general topics: the types of health insurance available to the respondent, the amount of coverage
the respondent had, a description of the respondent’s health services utilization patterns, the respondent’s
perception of his/her health status, and the respondent’s attitudes about health care and health insurance.
Demographic questions about race, marital status, employment status, and age were also included.

Focus Groups

Data collected in the household survey were supplemented by information obtained from participants in 13
focus groups conducted between June 3 and July 27, 2004, across the six health planning regions of
Nebraska (Figure A.1). Based on data collected in the household survey, the following demographic groups
that are most likely to be uninsured or underinsured were targeted for inclusion in the focus groups: urban
African Americans, urban Native Americans, rural Hispanics, urban Hispanics, students in technical college,
those with low income, and refugees. Focus groups of small employers and self-employed Nebraskans
were also conducted, as data indicates that these groups also struggle to offer/obtain health insurance.

Key contacts known and respected within each demographic group were used to recruit and host the focus
groups. These key contacts were obtained by working with the State of Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, the Nebraska State Health Insurance Policy Coalition, Area Health Education Centers,
and members of civic organizations. Each key contact was asked to recruit 10 to 12 focus group
participants. As required by the Institutional Review Board at the University of Nebraska Medical Center,
an informed consent process was used to insure that all focus group participants were fully informed about
measures taken to protect their privacy and about the risks and benefits of participating in the groups. The
participants were offered a light meal and a $40 stipend as compensation for the approximately four hours
of their time required for travel and participation in the focus groups. Demographic information, income, and
insurance status were obtained anonymously from each participant in order to interpret the findings of each
group. Proceedings from each of the groups were audio-recorded and transcribed. All of the Hispanic
groups were conducted in Spanish. Transcripts of the focus groups were analyzed to identify the frequency
of participant comments categorized according to themes.
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Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
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Special Report: Emergency Medical Services
in Nebraska

Highlights

Seven EMS Program Regions
Currently there are seven Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Program Regions in Nebraska.
These regions differ from the Health Planning Regions presented throughout this Data Book.

Types of EMS Services in Nebraska
Three types of EMS services are licensed by the state of Nebraska: Advanced Life Support
(Advanced), Basic Life Support (Basic), and Training Agencies. Both Advanced and Basic
services provide direct emergency health care, while Training Agencies provide education and
training to the emergency health care providers. Advanced and Basic services are authorized by
the state as either transport or non-transport.

Distribution of Services Across Nebraska
At the time these data were collected, there were 440 EMS services in Nebraska: 72 Advanced
services (16%), 342 Basic services (78%), and 26 Training Agencies (6%). The Northeast EMS
region contains the greatest number (96) of EMS services, of which 77% are Basic services. The
Western EMS region contains the fewest number (37) of EMS services, of which 81% are Basic
services.

EMS Services That Provide Emergency Health Care
When considering only the Advanced and Basic services in Nebraska, Basic services make up
83% of the EMS services that provide emergency health care in Nebraska. Of these Basic
services, 14% are licensed as non-transport services.

Types of EMS Providers in Nebraska
Four levels of licensure are available to out-of-hospital providers: First Responder (FR),
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), Emergency Medical Technician – Intermediate (EMT-I),
and Emergency Medical Technician – Paramedic (EMT-P). At the time these data were collected,
9,126 EMS providers were licensed by the state. Of these providers, 11% were FRs, 75% were
EMTs, 2% were EMT-Is, and 9% were EMT-Ps.

Actively Practicing EMS Providers in Nebraska
Of the 9,126 EMS providers licensed by the state, in 2005 only 7,201 providers were actively
practicing in the state. Of these providers actively practicing, 77% were licensed as EMTs, while
EMT-Is and EMT-Ps together made up only 12%.

Note: Percentages may not total 100. Continued on page 250
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Report Profile

Highlights (continued)

Distribution of EMS Providers Across Nebraska
In all EMS regions, EMTs make up the majority of EMS providers. The Metro EMS region contains the
greatest numbers of EMT-Is and EMT-Ps, while the South Central EMS region contains the fewest total
number of EMTs with advanced levels of training.

Demographic Breakdown of EMS Providers
Sixty-one percent of the EMS providers in Nebraska are male. However, according to state EMS
administrators, the number of female providers has increased in recent years. In fact, some services in the
state are dominated by female providers. The average age of EMS providers is 41 years. Providers must be
at least 18 to be eligible for licensure. The oldest provider in Nebraska is 88 years old.

Achievements and Barriers for EMS in Nebraska
EMS in Nebraska has made important advancements but still faces significant barriers. For a full description
of achievements and barriers, see pages 277 through 283.

EMS Services   
 
Total Number of EMS Services in Nebraska  

 
440 

 Advanced 72 
 Basic 342 
 Training Agency  26 
  
Transport Status  
 Advanced – Transport  72 
 Advanced – Non-transport 0 
 Basic – Transport  299 
 Basic – Non-transport  43 
  
Number of EMS Services per EMS Program Region  
 Panhandle (11 counties) 38 
 Western (16 counties) 37 
 North Central (17 counties) 63 
 Northeast (17 counties) 96 
 South Central (17 counties) 79 
 Southeast (12 counties) 85 
 Metro (3 counties) 42 
  
  
EMS Providers  
 
Total Number of Licensed EMS Providers in Nebraska 

 
9,126 

 EMT – Paramedic 843 
 EMT – Intermediate 213 
 EMT 6,870 
 First Responder 992 
 EMT Instructor 208 
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Total Number of Actively Practicing EMS Providers in Nebraska  7,201 
 EMT – Paramedic 659 
 EMT – Intermediate 181 
 EMT 5,578 
 First Responder 613 
 EMT Instructor 170 
  
Total Number of Licensed EMS Providers with Unknown Affiliation 1,925 
 EMT – Paramedic 184 
 EMT – Intermediate 32 
 EMT 1,292 
 First Responder 379 
 EMT Instructor 38 
  
Total Number of EMS Providers Practicing in More Than One County 504 
 EMT – Paramedic 131 
 EMT – Intermediate 23 
 EMT 297 
 First Responder 9 
 EMT Instructor 44 
  
Actively Practicing EMS Providers Per 1,000 Population in Nebraska   
 EMT – Paramedic 0.44 
 EMT – Intermediate 0.12 
 EMT 3.36 
 First Responder 0.36 
   
Gender Breakdown for EMS Providers by License Type Male Female 
 EMT – Paramedic 80% 20% 
 EMT – Intermediate 81% 19% 
 EMT 66% 34% 
 First Responder 68% 32% 
 EMT Instructor 66% 34% 
  
Age Breakdown for EMS Providers  
 18 to 24 years 6% 
 25 to 44 years 56% 
 45 to 64 years 36% 
 65 or older  2% 
 Age Range  
 Minimum 18 years 
 Maximum 88 years 
 Mean 41 years 
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State-to-state Comparison
State-to-state comparisons of EMS programs can lead to confusion and misinterpretation. Every EMS
program is designed to meet the specific needs of the state in which it functions. All state EMS programs
have unique rules and regulations for services and providers. The state EMS program in Nebraska has been
designed to address the needs of emergency health care in Nebraska. According to the National EMS
Scope of Practice Model, “The challenge facing the EMS community [throughout the United States] is to
develop a system that establishes national standards for personnel licensure and their minimum competencies
while remaining flexible enough to meet the unique needs of the state and local jurisdictions.”1

Mission of the Nebraska EMS Program
“The mission of the EMS Program is to strengthen emergency care through cooperative partnerships to
promote the well being of the citizens of Nebraska and those who live and work in the State.”2

Figure 1 - Nebraska Emergency Medical Services Program
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EMS regions established by Nebraska Health and Human Services System.
Cartography by Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.

TRAUMA SYSTEM
Sherri Wren
402-471-0539
800-422-3460 ext. 28
sherri.wren@hhss.ne.gov

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Garry Steele
402-224-3298
877-669-0763
garry.steele@hhss.ne.gov

NORTH CENTRAL REGION
Carol Jorgensen
308-865-5629
800-642-4095
carol.jorgensen@hhss.ne.gov

NORTHEAST REGION
Gary Hastings
402-372-2524
800-634-2403
gary.hastings@hhss.ne.gov

METRO REGION
Debbie Kuhn
402-471-0119
800-422-3460 ext. 21
deb.kuhn@hhss.ne.gov

SOUTHEAST REGION
Doug Fuller
402-471-3578
800-422-3460 ext. 25
doug.fuller@hhss.ne.gov

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION
Julie Smithson
308-946-3409
888-466-0669
julie.smithson@hhss.ne.gov

WESTERN REGION
Sharon Steele
308-535-8095
800-572-7239
sharon.steele@hhss.ne.gov

PANHANDLE COORDINATOR
L.D. "Wally" Wallace
308-436-6950
888-216-3090
larry.wallace@hhss.ne.gov

STATEWIDE CISM
COORDINATOR
Martin Klein
402-472-2520
800-422-3460 ext. 27
mklein@nebraska.edu

eNARSIS COORDINATOR
Carla Becker
402-471-3575
800-422-3460 ext. 34
carla.becker@hhss.ne.gov

STATEWIDE TRAUMA REGISTRAR
Lei Zhang
402-471-1370
800-422-3460 ext. 33
lei.zhang@hhss.ne.gov
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EMS Program Regions vs. Health Planning Regions in Nebraska
Data in previous chapters have been presented using the Health Planning Regions (HPRs) defined by the
Nebraska Health and Human Service System (NHHSS) in 2001. The following chapter presents data using
regions redefined by the EMS program, part of NHHSS, in 2001. In this chapter, reference to the
Nebraska HPRs will only be made when presenting data on numbers of practicing EMS providers per
HPR.

Emergency Medical Service Type Distinctions

Basic Service* vs. Advanced Service
The major differences between Basic and Advanced services are reflected in the health services each type is
authorized by the state to provide. For example, all types of EMTs, including EMTs with advanced levels of
training (EMT-Is and EMT-Ps), practicing through a Basic service are only authorized to provide Basic Life
Support (BLS) levels of care regardless of scope of practice determined by level of licensure. On the other
hand, EMTs practicing through an Advanced service are authorized to operate within their full scope of
practice. Therefore, EMTs with advanced levels of training, practicing through Advanced services, are
authorized to provide Advanced Life Support (ALS) levels of care.

*Some Basic services may also be considered First Responder services. However, First Responder
services are not required to be licensed by the state. First Responder services that are licensed by the state
are included in the Basic service data presented in this chapter. First Responder services that are not
licensed by the state are not included in the data presented in this chapter.

Transport vs. Non-transport Services
All Advanced and Basic services are required by the state to be designated as a transport or non-transport
service. Transport services are authorized by the state to transfer patients from the out-of-hospital setting to
a nearby emergency care facility; these services are required to operate an ambulance and possess the
equipment required to transport patients. Non-transport services are not authorized to transport patients,
and therefore, are not required to have or operate an ambulance. All EMTs practicing through the non-
transport Advanced and Basic services are not authorized to transport patients regardless of their individual
scope of practice determined by level of licensure. (See Figure 2 for locations of transport and non-
transport services in Nebraska.)

EMS Training Agencies
The purpose of EMS Training Agencies is to educate and train emergency health care providers. Training
agencies do not directly deliver health care services to the public. These services are not required by the
state to be distinguished as Basic or Advanced, or as transport or non-transport services. A full list of
requirements can be found in Title 172, NAC 13.
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Figure 2 - Transport and Non-transport EMS Services, Nebraska 2005

Table 1 - Number of EMS Services per EMS Program Region by Type of Service, Nebraska
2005

Advanced Basic Training
Service Service Agency

Panhandle 8 26 4

Western 5 30 2

North Central 7 52 4

Northeast 19 74 3

South Central 6 72 1

Southeast 9 73 3

Metro 18 15 9

Source:  Nebraska Health and Human Service System, Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December 2005.
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Figure 3 - Communities with EMS Services by Type, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division. December
2005.

EMS regional boundaries established by Nebraska Health and Human Services System.

Cartography by Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.

�� �� �� �
� ���� � � �

� �� �
� �� �� �� �� ����� �� �� �

� � � �� �
� �� � �� ��� � � ��� ���� �

� ��
� � � �� �� �

� ���� � ��� �� � ��� ��� ��
� � ��� �� �� � � �

��
��� ��

��� ��� �� �� � �
�� �� �� � �

� � �� ��� � ���� � � �� � ���� �� � �� ���� ���� � �� � ��� � �� � �� ��� �
� � � �

� ��� �
�

� �
�

�
� �

� �
�� �

� � � ��� �� ���
� ��

�
�� �� �� ��� � �� � �

� �� � �
��� ��

��� � � �
� � � �� �

� �
� � ��� � � �

� ��� �����
�

� � �� ��� ��� �� �� �� ��� ��
� ��� �� �� � �

� �� � � �
�

�� � �
� � �

�����������	
���	��	�����	���������	��������	����

��	��������	��������
� �����������	
���	��	�����	�������

�

��
�

�
�

�

�
�� ���

�
�

�
�� �

�
��

�
�

�
�� ��� ��

�� � ��
�

� �

� � ����
� �

�

� �

�
� � �

��

���

����

�����	
���

�
��

���
�

������

�
����

������ 	�����

������

�����


������

����������

��� �������

!�
����
�
�����

"����������
��#���#

$���
��
%
&���


���������'�
!#�����

$�
����

�
�(���

��������

����
���
����#���

����������'�

�(
��
�


�
����(�������(�
�
�����

"
������!�)�����

�
����(���

���� ����

�
�������(

	����
%�&��

"
��������

!��������  ����

*�
�������#����#�*�
���
�����
������

��
���+��
��

����
��
�
�������������

�����������	
���	��	��������	���������	��������	����

��	��������	������� 
� �����������	
���	��	��������	�������



Special Report

256 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

Table 2 - Number of EMS Services by Type and County, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December
2005.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

County Advanced 
Service 

Basic 
Service

Training 
Agency

County Advanced 
Service

Basic 
Service

Training 
Agency

Adams 1 4 1 Johnson 0 3 0

Antelope 0 4 0 Kearney 0 4 0
Arthur 0 1 0 Keith 1 2 0
Banner 1 0 0 Keya Paha 0 1 0
Blaine 0 1 0 Kimball 1 1 1
Boone 1 4 0 Knox 1 5 0
Box Butte 1 2 0 Lancaster* 3 11 3
Boyd 0 3 0 Lincoln 1 5 1
Brown 0 1 0 Logan 0 1 0
Buffalo 3 5 2 Loup 0 1 0
Burt 0 5 0 Madison 4 4 1
Butler 0 8 0 McPherson 0 1 0
Cass* 1 10 0 Merrick 1 4 0
Ceder 2 3 0 Morrill 0 3 0
Chase 0 2 0 Nance 0 2 0
Cherry 0 2 0 Nemaha 1 6 0
Cheyenne 0 5 0 Nuckolls 1 3 0
Clay 0 7 0 Otoe 1 7 0
Colfax 0 4 0 Pawnee 0 2 0
Cuming 1 3 0 Perkins 0 1 0
Custer 0 9 0 Phelps 1 4 0
Dakota* 1 2 0 Pierce 0 5 0
Dawes 0 2 0 Platte 3 6 1
Dawson 0 7 1 Polk 0 4 0
Deuel 0 2 0 Red Willow 2 3 1
Dixon* 0 6 0 Richardson 1 2 0
Dodge 2 9 0 Rock 0 1 0
Douglas* 13 3 7 Saline 0 8 0
Dundy 1 1 0 Sarpy* 4 2 2
Fillmore 0 8 0 Saunders* 1 9 0
Franklin 0 3 0 Scotts Bluff 3 5 2
Frontier 0 3 0 Seward* 0 6 0
Furnas 0 6 0 Sheridan 1 2 1
Gage 1 8 0 Sherman 0 3 0
Garden 1 1 0 Sioux 0 1 0
Garfield 0 1 0 Stanton 1 1 0
Gosper 0 2 0 Thayer 0 8 0
Grant 0 1 0 Thomas 0 1 0
Greeley 0 4 0 Thurston 0 6 1
Hall 2 2 1 Valley 1 2 0
Hamilton 1 2 0 Washington* 2 4 0
Harlan 0 4 0 Wayne 1 3 0
Hayes 0 1 0 Webster 0 4 0
Hitchcock 0 4 0 Wheeler 0 2 0
Holt 1 5 0 York 1 5 0
Hooker 0 1 0
Howard 0 4 0
Jefferson 1 3 0 Nebraska 72 342 26
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Figure 7a - EMS Advanced Services Normalized by Area and Population by EMS Region,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division. December
2005; and U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv.

EMS regional boundaries established by Nebraska Health and Human Services System.

In the service entity to population ratio, the numerator used 2005 data and the denominator used 2004 census data.

See Table 1 for number of service entities by county. For population data, see
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/asrh/files/cc_est2004_alldata_31.csv.

Cartography by Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.
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Figure 7b - EMS Basic Services Normalized by Area and Population by EMS Region,
Nebraska 2005



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 265

Emergency Medical Services in Nebraska

EMS Provider Composition and Financial Compensation
The state of Nebraska issues four levels of licensure to out-of-hospital providers: First Responder (FR),
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), Emergency Medical Technician – Intermediate (EMT-I), and
Emergency Medical Technician – Paramedic (EMT-P). EMTs at all levels are eligible to become an EMT
Instructor assuming they meet the requirements established by the state. According to state EMS administrators,
“Over 80% of the EMS providers licensed by the state are volunteer. EMTs practicing in rural/frontier areas are
least likely to receive compensation for their services. Of the EMTs practicing in these areas, EMT-Is and EMT-
Ps are most likely to receive compensation for their services; however, fewer EMTs with these advanced levels
of education are practicing in these regions.”

Certification/License Requirements for Nebraska, December 2005
Requirement for EMT Certification/License by type, based on education*

General Requirement for All Levels of Licensure
• Completed application for Nebraska license
• At least 18 years of age
• Current cardiopulmonary resuscitation certification (CPR) that includes adult, child, infant, and 2-person

CPR
• Completed certificate of competency with the State of Nebraska

First Responder (FR)
• Proof of successful completion of, within the two years preceding the application, the Department of

Transportation First Responder course
• Proof of successfully passing, with a score of 70% or above, the National Registry First Responder

written examination
• First Responder certification from the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
• Proof of successful completion of, within the two years preceding the application, the Department of

Transportation Emergency Medical Technician course
• Proof of successfully passing, with a score of 70% or above, the National Registry EMT written

examination
• EMT certification from the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians

Emergency Medical Technician - Intermediate (EMT-I)
• Proof of successful completion of, within the two years preceding the application, the Department of

Transportation Emergency Medical Technician-Intermediate course
• Proof of successfully passing, with a score of 70% or above, the National Registry Emergency Medical

Technician-Intermediate written examination
• EMT-Intermediate certification from the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians

Emergency Medical Technician - Paramedic (EMT-P)
• Proof of successful completion of, within the two years preceding the application, the Department of

Transportation Emergency Medical Technician-Paramedic course
• Proof of successfully passing, with a score of -70% or above, the National Registry Emergency Medical

Technician-Paramedic written examination
• EMT-Paramedic certification from the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians, which

includes skill demonstration in patient assessment trauma, adult and pediatric ventilatory management,
cardiac arrest, adult and pediatric intravenous therapy, IV bolus medications, and random basic skills

* Requirements will vary for certification/license based on reciprocity from another state.
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EMT Instructor:
• At least 18 years of age
• Current certification at or above the level being taught
• Able to verify at least three years of EMS field work experience
• Successful completion of at least one EMT instructor course as outlined in section 13-012.01 of the

Rules and Regulations Relating to: Certification of Out-of-Hospital Emergency Care Providers Title
172, NAC 13

• Successful demonstration of competency to perform standard skills, from the National Registry of
Emergency Medical Technicians, at the level intended to be taught OR current certification from the
National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians

Source: Nebraska Health & Human Servicse System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health Assurance
Section, EMS Program, Retrieved December 2005. (http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/crl/rcs/ems/ems.htm).

General Summary of Scope of Practice for EMS Providers
See Table 3 for a more detailed scope of practice for each EMT type as of December 2005.

First Responder (FR) - First Responders are trained to do the following:
• Respond safely to the emergency to which they were called
• Determine scene safety
• Determine the cause of the illness or injury, the number of patients, the condition of each patient, and

to communicate such information to the arriving ambulance
• Maintain the patient’s airway
• Ventilate the patient
• Perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
• Control bleeding
• Bandage wounds
• Stabilize fractures
• Assist in childbirth
• Manage respiratory problems
• Assist the patient with an altered mental status
• Manage environmental emergencies
• Use automatic or semi-automatic defibrillators
• Immobilize musculoskeletal injuries
• Implement shock management
• Extract patients from entrapment
• Assist other EMS providers in rendering care, lifting, moving, and loading patients into the

ambulance
• Report verbally or in writing all observations and medical care provided to the patient to the

transporting ambulance
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Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) - EMTs are trained to do the following:
• Respond safely to the emergency to which they were called and provide efficient and immediate

care
• Open and maintain the patient’s airway
• Ventilate the patient
• Perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)
• Use automatic or semi-automatic defibrillators
• Control bleeding
• Implement shock management
• Bandage wounds
• Immobilize painful, swollen, or deformed extremities
• Assist in childbirth
• Manage respiratory, cardiac, diabetic, allergic, behavioral, and environmental emergencies and

suspected poisonings
• Assist patients with prescribed medications
• Administer oxygen, oral glucose, and activated charcoal
• Monitor intravenous solutions
• Utilize advanced airway management devices
• Utilize Federal Drug Administration approved home glucose monitoring devices
• Transport the patient

Emergency Medical Technician - Intermediate (EMT-I) - The EMT-I, while functioning with an
Advanced Life Support service, may perform all the practices and procedures of an EMT as well as the
following:

• Visualized endotracheal intubation
• Intravenous therapy
• Administer approved medications

Emergency Medical Technician - Paramedic (EMT-P) - The EMT-P, while functioning with an
Advanced Life Support service, may perform all the practices and procedures of an EMT as well as the
following:

• Endotracheal intubation
• Intravenous administration
• Intravenous drug administration
• Subcutaneous injections
• Intramuscular injections
• Venipuncture
• Oropharyngeal and tracheal suctioning
• Therapeutic electrical therapy
• Electrocardiogram interpretation
• Emergency cricothyrotomy
• Needle chest decompression
• Intraosseous infusion
• Gastric suctioning
• Oral drug administration
• Aerosolized drug administration

Source: Nebraska Health & Human Service System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health Assurance
Section, EMS Program. Retrieved December 2005. (http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ems/emscert.htm).
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Table 3 - Current(1) Nebraska EMT Scope of Practice Comparison Chart,
January 2006

Continued . . .*If trained at this skill with Physician Medical Director (PMD).
#If with a licensed service trained at this skill with PMD approval.
HLidocaine is the only medication infusion allowed.

First 
Responder EMT EMT-I EMT-P

Skills
Transports patient x x x
Determines MOI (mechanism of injury/illness) x x x x
Determines scene safety x x x x
Calls for additional resources, if necessary x x x x
Determines number of patients x x x x
Communication skills (dispatch, EMS, etc) x x x x
Extracts patients from entrapment x x x x
Assists other EMS providers with EMS care x x x x
Gives reports verbally or in writing to higher level health care provider x x x x

Airway
Opens and maintains airway x x x x
Ventilates patient with bag valve mask x   # x x x
Ventilates patient with flow restricted 02 powered device x   # x x x
Ventilates patient with automatic transport ventilator x x
Ventilates patient with CPAP and BiPAP x
02 with non-rebreather mask or nasal cannula x   # x x x
02 with simple, partial rebreather, and venturi mask x x
Manages respiratory problems x x x x
Places oropharyngeal and nasopharyngeal airway x*   # x x x
Oropharyngeal suctioning x*   # x x x
Tracheal suctioning x x
Pulse oximetry x*   # x x
Advanced airway (combitube, lighted stylet, ET, and LMA) x* x x
Endotracheal intubation and extubation x x
Rapid sequence intubations x
Emergency cricothyrotomy x
Non-visualized advanced airway devices x

Assessment
Determines level of consciousness x x x x
Controls hemorrhaging x x x x
Inspects and palpates for injuries x x x
Manages altered mental status x x x x
Implements shock management techniques x x x x
Implements/treatment shock management techniques x x x
Assesses and monitors vital signs x x x x
Takes history of present illness or injury x x x
Takes past medical history x x x
Percusses the chest x x
Auscultates breath sounds x* x x
Auscultates heart tones x x
Auscultates bowel sounds x
Uses ophthalmoscope or otoscope x

Medical
Assists in childbirth x x x x
Manages environmental emergencies x x x x
Manages diabetic emergencies x x x
Manages allergic reactions with medications x*  # x* x x
Manages behavioral emergencies x x x
Manages altered mental status x x x x
Manages suspected poisonings x x x
Utilizes home glucose monitoring devices x* x x

Cardiac
CPR certified x x x x
Uses automatic/semi-automatic defibrillators x* x* x x
Evaluates perfusion by assessing the skin x x x
Manages cardiac emergencies x*   # x* x x
Interprets electrocardiogram  x x
Defibrillation (manual) x x
Transcutaneous pacing x x
Performs synchronized cardioversion x x
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Table 3 (Continued) - Current(1) Nebraska EMT Scope of Practice Comparison Chart,
January 2006

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, January
2005.

*If trained at this skill with Physician Medical Director (PMD).
#If with a licensed service trained at this skill with PMD approval.
HLidocaine is the only medication infusion allowed.

(1) This current scope of practice is subject to change. Certain criteria listed above are currently under review. Information
presented here is current as of January 2006.

First 
Responder EMT EMT-I EMT-P

Treatments
Bandages wounds x x x x
Manually stabilizes musculoskeletal injuries x x x x
Uses extremities immobilization devices x*   # x x x
Uses spinal immobilization devices x*   # x x x
Cannulates peripheral veins (start IV) x* x x
Cannulates external jugular vein x
Needle decompression x x
Places orogastric and nasogastric tubes x x
Places Intraosseous needle x* x x
Infuses approved medications by IO x x
Bolus intravenous and intraosseous administration of approved medications x x
Intramuscular injections of approved medications x x
Subcutaneous injections of approved medications x*   # x* x x
Oral medication administration of approved medications x*   # x* x x
Sublingual administration of approved medications x* x x
Intradermal medication administration of approved medications x
Aerosolized medication administration of approved medications x* x x
Medication administration absorbed through percutaneous and enteral routes x
Venipuncture to obtain blood sample x x

Medication (with Medical Approval)
Assists a patient with patient's medications (e.g., nitro, inhaler) x
Acetylsalicylic x x
Activated Charcoal x x x
Adenosine x x
Albuterol x* x x
Amiodarone x x
Aspirin x*   # x* x x
Atropine x x
Benadryl/Diphenhydramine x x
Dexamethasone x x
Dextrose 50% x x
Diazepam x x
Epinephrine auto-injectors x*   # x* x x
Epinephrine  x x
Furosemide x x
Glucagon x x
Ipatropium x x
Isoetharine x x
Isotonic intravenous solutions x* x x
Lidocaine 2% xH x
Metaproterenol x x
Methylprednisolone x x
Morphine x x
Naloxone x x
Nitroglycerin x x
Oxygen x*   # x x x
Oral Glucose x x x
Terbutaline x x
Triamcinolone x x
Vasopressin x x
Any medication with doctor orders x
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Table 4 - Number of Active Licensed(1) EMS Providers in Nebraska, Practicing and
Non-practicing, 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December
2005.

Note: Total includes all licensed EMS providers with an active Nebraska license.
Total includes both providers with a NE mailing address and those with a mailing address outside Nebraska.
Providers may not be actively practicing in Nebraska.

(1) Address and employment changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not
reflected in these data.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December
2005.

Note: Total includes active licensed EMS providers who are currently practicing in Nebraska.
Total includes both providers with a Nebraska mailing address and those with a mailing address outside Nebraska.
Total includes only providers who had been identified as practicing (i.e., affiliated with an emergency medical service in Nebraska).
Providers included in these totals are only counted once but may practice at multiple services.

(1) Address and employment changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not
reflected in these data.

Table 5 - Number of Active Licensed(1) EMS Providers Currently Practicing in
Nebraska, 2005

Number Percent

EMT - Paramedic 843 9.24

EMT - Intermediate 213 2.33

EMT 6,870 75.28

First Responder 992 10.87

EMT Instructor 208 2.28

Total 9,126

Number Percent

EMT - Paramedic 659 9.15

EMT - Intermediate 181 2.51

EMT - Basic 5,578 77.46

First Responder 613 8.51

EMT Instructor 170 2.36

Total 7,201
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Table 6 - Active Licensed(1) Practicing EMS Providers by County in Which They
Practice, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December
2005.

Note: Numbers may include providers who practice in multiple services within a county and therefore may be counted more than
once.
All providers tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not necessarily
practicing.
All providers presented in this table have been identified as practicing (i.e., affiliated with an emergency medical service in
Nebraska).
Total includes both providers with a Nebraska mailing address and those with a mailing address outside Nebraska.

*Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Address and employment changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not
reflected in these data.

County EMT-P EMT-I EMT FR Instructor County EMT-P EMT-I EMT FR Instructor

Adams 4 5 79 6 1 Johnson 0 0 34 10 1
Antelope 1 0 68 15 1 Kearney 0 0 49 3 3
Arthur 0 2 9 0 0 Keith 1 0 40 7 1
Banner 1 1 10 0 0 Keya Paha 0 0 6 1 0
Blaine 0 0 11 0 0 Kimball 6 0 17 0 3
Boone 2 0 64 11 0 Knox 2 2 125 9 3
Box Butte 4 9 56 0 7 Lancaster* 96 2 423 6 18
Boyd 0 0 34 15 1 Lincoln 24 6 78 0 5
Brown 0 0 27 1 2 Logan 0 0 8 0 0
Buffalo 17 2 80 22 6 Loup 0 0 16 5 0
Burt 0 1 78 13 0 Madison 35 2 74 28 15
Butler 0 0 79 6 0 McPherson 0 0 15 2 0
Cass* 4 6 118 6 3 Merrick 0 1 57 17 1
Cedar 3 0 58 8 0 Morrill 0 0 23 0 0
Chase 1 0 31 0 1 Nance 0 0 34 9 0
Cherry 0 1 29 1 2 Nemaha 0 1 79 14 3
Cheyenne 2 1 41 1 1 Nuckolls 2 0 46 3 0
Clay 0 0 85 7 2 Otoe 1 0 79 4 2
Colfax 0 0 55 15 1 Pawnee 0 0 29 7 1
Cuming 0 4 49 2 1 Perkins 0 0 30 1 0
Custer 0 1 122 20 2 Phelps 7 1 51 8 4
Dakota* 0 1 46 12 0 Pierce 4 0 66 15 4
Dawes 0 0 44 6 0 Platte 36 4 114 15 5
Dawson 1 0 95 7 1 Polk 0 0 50 21 1
Deuel 0 0 30 2 0 Red Willow 13 0 39 7 4
Dixon* 0 1 75 9 2 Richardson 3 0 36 4 2
Dodge 29 9 128 7 9 Rock 0 0 18 1 0
Douglas* 285 82 600 0 30 Saline 2 0 138 4 0
Dundy 2 2 23 0 1 Sarpy * 43 19 182 13 10
Fillmore 2 0 79 12 2 Saunders* 7 2 135 2 3
Franklin 0 2 52 5 0 Scotts Bluff 36 5 82 5 6
Frontier 2 0 46 0 1 Seward* 0 0 70 0 0
Furnas 1 0 74 4 3 Sheridan 0 2 30 8 3
Gage 9 3 92 20 1 Sherman 0 0 23 9 0
Garden 1 0 19 0 0 Sioux 0 0 12 2 0
Garfield 0 0 14 0 1 Stanton 5 1 22 0 2
Gosper 0 1 14 0 1 Thayer 0 0 73 30 2
Grant 0 0 13 0 1 Thomas 0 0 14 0 0
Greeley 2 0 72 12 1 Thurston 0 1 49 11 0
Hall 35 1 64 2 12 Valley 3 1 37 4 1
Hamilton 4 1 7 18 0 Washington* 10 10 83 6 1
Harlan 2 0 48 1 2 Wayne 6 1 75 5 3
Hayes 0 0 13 0 0 Webster 0 1 27 4 1
Hitchcock 2 2 47 0 3 Wheeler 0 0 14 6 0
Holt 3 0 97 12 2 York 7 2 59 25 1
Hooker 0 0 15 4 0
Howard 2 0 65 6 0
Jefferson 6 1 46 3 1 Nebraska 776 203 5,862 622 214
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Figure 8 - Practicing EMT-Paramedics to Population Ratio(1) by EMS Region,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December 2005;

and U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv.

Note: Numbers may include providers who practice in multiple services within a region and who therefore may be counted more than once.
Nebraska EMS Program Regions redefined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further information about
metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Per 1,000 population. In the health provider to population ratio, the numerator uses 2005 data and the denominator uses 2004 census
data.

Figure 9 - Practicing EMT-Intermediates to Population Ratio(1) by EMS Region,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December 2005;
and U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv.

Note: Numbers may include providers who practice in multiple services within a region and who therefore may be counted more than once.
Nebraska EMS Program Regions redefined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further information about
metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Per 1,000 population. In the health provider to population ratio, the numerator uses 2005 data and the denominator uses 2004 Census
data.
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Figure 10 - Practicing EMTs to Population Ratio(1) by EMS Region, Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December 2005;
and U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv.

Note: Numbers may include providers who practice in multiple services within a region and who therefore may be counted more than once.
Nebraska EMS Program Regions redefined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further information about
metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Per 1,000 population. In the health provider to population ratio, the numerator uses 2005 data and the denominator uses 2004 census
data.

Figure 11 - Practicing First Responders to Population Ratio(1) by EMS Region,
Nebraska 2005

Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December 2005;
and U.S. Census Bureau. See http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-ALLDATA.csv.

Note: Numbers may include providers who practice in multiple services within a region and therefore may be counted more than once.
Nebraska EMS Program Regions redefined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For further information about
metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.

(1) Per 1,000 population. In the health provider to population ratio, the numerator uses 2005 data and the denominator uses 2004 census data.
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Figure 12 - Practicing EMS Providers by License Type, Nebraska EMS Program
Regions and Substate Areas, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division,
December 2005.

Note: Numbers may include providers who practice in multiple services within a region and who therefore may be
counted more than once.
Nebraska EMS Program Regions redefined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.
Metropolitan boundaries are those defined by the Federal Office of Management and Budget on June 6, 2003. For
further information about metropolitan and non-metropolitan definitions, see p. 1 and Appendix C.
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EMT - Paramedic EMT-Intermediate EMT-Basic First Responder
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Table 8 - Gender of Active Licensed(1) EMS Providers by License Type, Nebraska 2005

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December
2005.

Note: All providers tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not necessarily
practicing.
Numbers include all EMS providers with an active Nebraska license in November 2005.

(1) Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these
data.

Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division, December
2005.

Note: All providers tracked by the Nebraska Health and Human Services System possess an active license but are not necessarily
practicing.
Numbers include all EMS providers with an active Nebraska license in November 2005.

(1) Address changes that have not been reported to the Nebraska Health and Human Services System are not reflected in these
data.

Table 9 - Age of Active Licensed(1) EMS Providers by License Type, Nebraska 2005

Not Available
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number

EMT-Paramedic 47 5.60% 614 73.10% 178 21.19% 1 0.12% 3

EMT-Intermediate 9 4.23% 151 70.89% 52 24.41% 1 0.47% 0

EMT 422 6.23% 3,570 52.68% 2,600 38.35% 187 2.74% 91

First Responder 46 4.74% 587 60.45% 324 33.37% 14 1.44% 21

EMT Instructor 0 0.00% 105 50.72% 100 48.31% 2 0.97% 1

18 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 or older

Number Percent Number Percent Number
EMT-Paramedic 166 20.39% 648 79.61% 29

EMT-Intermediate 39 19.31% 163 80.69% 11

EMT 2,054 33.96% 3,995 66.04% 821

First Responder 299 32.36% 625 67.64% 68

EMT Instructor 69 33.66% 136 66.34% 3

Female Male Incomplete Records
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Nebraska EMS Program Achievements

Among the States with the Highest Pass Rates for the National Registry of Emergency Medical
Technicians in 2005
Nebraska’s average passing percentage for all types of EMTs for January 1, 2005, to June 30, 2005, was
above national averages across the board. Percentages by type were as follows: 85% for First Responders
compared to 73% nationally, 79% for Nebraska basic EMTs compared to 69% nationally, 93% for
Nebraska EMT-Is compared to 64% nationally, and 85% for EMT-Ps in Nebraska compared to 64%
nationally. Nebraska’s total average passing percentage for all types of EMTs was 81%.3

Development of the Nebraska Emergency Medical Services Children’s (EMSC) Program
The Nebraska EMSC program was established to address the emergency health care needs unique to the
pediatric population in Nebraska. This program has been active in education and training of EMS providers
regarding the special needs of children and use of equipment required to treat this population.
The Nebraska EMSC program has worked closely with the Kiwanis Foundation to improve the quality of
emergency health care for children in Nebraska. The Nebraska-Iowa Kiwanis District Foundation received
the National EMSC Heros Award in 2005. Nebraska EMSC is also active in outreach programs and
currently is working with Nebraska’s schools to educate and train teachers in CPR and first aid.

First Statewide Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM) Program Supported by State
Statutes
According to the CSIM provisions, the Nebraska CISM program was authorized by the Nebraska
Unicameral under the provisions of the National Critical Incident Stress Management Act [LB 71-7101 to
71-7113]. The CISM program provides a system of support services for emergency responders and
hospital and correctional personnel throughout the state. Specially trained team members provide stress
education and prevention programs before and after stressful events occur, serve as a resource and referral
network for emergency personnel, and are incorporated into the Nebraska State Emergency Operations
Plan. The CISM program provides participants with tools to cope with the emotional and physical
aftershocks of critical incidents. CISM provides immediate crisis intervention.4

Successful Implementation of a Statewide Trauma System in March 2002
The process of developing the Statewide Trauma System began in 1994 with the approval of LB1223,
followed by LB 626 in 1997, which led to development of the infrastructure, and LB191 in 2001, which
established the funding source. The Statewide Trauma System is intended to make the delivery of trauma
care cost-effective, reduce the incidence of inappropriate or inadequate trauma care, prevent unnecessary
suffering, and reduce the personal and societal burden resulting from trauma. The Statewide Trauma System
is divided into four regions, each with a regional committee.5 (See figure 13 for a map of Nebraska Trauma
Regions and Trauma Center locations.)



Special Report

278 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

F
ig

u
re

 1
3 

- 
N

eb
ra

sk
a 

Tr
au

m
a 

S
ys

te
m

, T
ra

u
m

a 
R

eg
io

n
s,

 a
n

d
 T

ra
u

m
a 

C
en

te
rs

, 2
00

5

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�
�

��
��
��

��
��

�	

��
�

��
�	


���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
���
��

��
��
��

��
�

��
���

��
��



��
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��

�	
��
�

��
�

�

�	
���
��

��
��
�

��
��

��
��
���

��
��
���
�

��
�

��

 �
��

!�
��

��
��
�

"�
���
�

��
��
��
��

#�
��	
�

�	
��

"�
���
�


��
��



��
	$

��
���
�

��
%�
	��
�

��
��

��




��
��
�

��
��
��

"�
��

�	
���
�

�	
��
�


��
��
��

#�
���
�$
�

��
���
�

&�
���
�

"�
��
��

��
��
�

'�
��
�


��
��
�

���

��
�
�

��
���
�

#�
��



'�
��
��

��
��
�

"�
��$



��
	�
��
�


��
"�
��

�
�

��
��
��

��
	�
�

�	
��
��

��
��
��

��
��
���

���
��
��
�

��
���
���

��
���
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
%"
��
�

(�
��
�

��
��

��

)
��

��
�

)
��
���
�

(	
��
���



��
���
��

��
���


��

$
��

��
���

%�
�	�
�

��
��
��
�

��
��
��
�

*�
���
�
�
�

��
�%)

����
�

)
��
��

��
��
���
�

��
��
���

"�
��
��

��
��
��
�

��

(�
��
��

*�
��

�
�

'�
	�

��
�

��
	�
��
 ��
�$
�

��
��
��

)
�

���
���
�

��
��
�

��
��
��

 

��
�

�

��
��
���

���
��
��

��
��
��
�

#�
���
��
�

 �
���
���

+�
$�
���
�

��
��
���
�

��
���
�$
��
�

��
���

�
�	�
�

��
�	



���

��
��
��

���
��
��
�	



���

��
�
��

�
��
�	



���

��
�
���

��
�
��
�

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

��

��
��
��

�	

��
��
��

�


��
�	



���

��
��
��
��

	�
��

��

S
ou

rc
e:

 N
eb

ra
sk

a 
H

ea
lth

 a
nd

 H
um

an
 S

er
vi

ce
s 

S
ys

te
m

, 
E

M
S

/T
ra

um
a 

P
ro

gr
am

. 
ht

tp
://

w
w

w
.h

hs
.s

ta
te

.n
e.

us
/e

m
s/

em
st

ra
um

a.
ht

m
.

C
ar

to
gr

ap
hy

 b
y 

N
eb

ra
sk

a 
C

en
te

r 
fo

r 
R

ur
al

 H
ea

lth
 R

es
ea

rc
h.



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 279

Emergency Medical Services in Nebraska

Statewide Access to E-NARSIS Since November 2004
The electronic Nebraska Ambulance Rescue Service Information System (e-NARSIS) is an Internet-based
program designed to assist out-of-hospital providers in patient care reporting and to serve as a medical,
legal, and managerial database. Nebraska EMS Program Administrator, Dean Cole, stated, “e-NARSIS
applications are functional and user-friendly, with data mining and analysis tools paramount to generating
information from the data collected.” This system is currently available to all EMS services throughout the
state. In December 2005, approximately 47% of the EMS services in Nebraska had been trained to use
e-NARSIS. This system is expected to be utilized statewide by the year 2010.6 (See figure 14 for
communities with services currently trained to use e-NARSIS.)

Figure 14 - EMS Services Currently Trained to Use e-NARSIS, December 2005
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Source: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health Assurance Section,
EMS Program.

Cartography by Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.

Statewide Coverage of Emergency 9-1-1
Statewide, emergency services can be contacted by dialing 9-1-1. The type of coverage varies across the
state. Emergency 9-1-1 is available as either Basic 9-1-1 or Enhanced 9-1-1, both landline systems.
Emergency 9-1-1 is also accessible to wireless users in certain areas of Nebraska. Implementation of this
coverage system is currently in various phases throughout the state.7 For a more detailed description of
phases of Emergency 9-1-1 coverage, see Appendix A. (See figure 15 for level of 9-1-1 coverage in
Nebraska.)
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Potential Barriers for EMS in Nebraska

Declining Rural Population
Areas with declining populations have fewer potential volunteers, creating more difficulty recruiting and
retaining EMS providers. While populations in metropolitan counties continue to grow, the total population
of many rural counties has declined steadily. Figure 16 illustrates the decline in population from 2000 to
2004 for 70 of Nebraska’s 93 counties. As cited by Cantrell, given the [out] migration trends in rural
America, Walser and Anderlik conclude that “depopulating counties—especially those in the Great Plains—
are losing an important demographic battle on two fronts. First, they have a disproportionate number of
elderly people. Second, they are rapidly losing well-educated people of working age.”8

Active Leadership
State EMS administrators have stressed the importance of active leadership to the success of both EMS
services and EMS providers. A study conducted by the Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research
(NCRHR) in 2004 assessed the experience of past and present workers in EMS in Nebraska and found
“lack of the leadership” to be within the top five reasons for leaving EMS for both current members (ranked
5th) and retirees (ranked 4th). The same study found “supervisor’s leadership ability” to be ranked 6th of 23
sources of dissatisfaction in EMS-related jobs/duties among current workers.9 The EMS program is
beginning to address this potential barrier by offering a four-day specialized leadership training program in
partnership with Central Community College to develop EMS leaders for Nebraska.

Lack of Adequate Funding
Most EMS services throughout Nebraska employ a variety of methods for financing their systems.
Dominant sources of revenue are fees and government subsidies.10 The 2004 NCRHR study, mentioned
above, found that the “amount of local dollars for EMS” was the number one source of dissatisfaction in
EMS-related jobs/duties among current members.9 The State EMS Rural Needs Survey released by the
National Association of State EMS Directors (NASEMSD) indicated that “ ‘financing’ remained a
prominently identified need in both the 2000 and 2004 surveys.”11 Lack of adequate funding can affect such
things as quality of equipment, level of professional training, and overall quality of emergency health care
available to that community.

Recruitment and Retention of EMS Providers
“Personnel ‘recruitment/retention’ remains the single most significant issue or need in the provision of rural
EMS,” according to both the 2000 and 2004 State EMS Rural Needs Survey released by NASEMSD.11

As discussed in the Rural and Frontier EMS Agenda for the Future, “Volunteer EMS providers have been
increasingly challenged in their staff recruitment and retention efforts. As public and professional
expectations of EMS increase, training and licensure have become more complex and difficult to support on
a volunteer basis.”12 The EMS Program is beginning to address this potential barrier by developing a
recruitment and retention training program to assist volunteer ambulance services with recruitment and
retention.
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Emergency Medical Services in Nebraska

“ALS Paradox”12

An important issue in rural Nebraska is the availability of EMT-Is and EMT-Ps. According to McGinnis,

As hospitals close and outpatient services are less available to offer sophisticated resuscitation
care, dependence for such intervention falls upon local EMS. Paradoxically, ALS levels of
EMS care are less likely to be available in the rural/frontier setting. This ‘rural ALS paradox’
results because comprehensive ALS services are difficult to establish and maintain in systems
that experience insufficient call volume to meet high fixed costs and to enable advanced providers
to be paid and retain their skills.12

The further a patient is from an emergency medicine facility, the more that patient may benefit from ALS
levels of local EMS care when life saving services are required. This paradox impacts the level and quality
of care of those living in more remote regions of Nebraska or those in areas heavily saturated by Basic
services rather than Advanced services.

Inter-facility Transfer by EMS
According to one state EMS administrator, some EMS transport services are currently operating at
maximum capacity and exhausting resources with emergency runs. Therefore, additional services such as
inter-facility transport are not readily available to some area health care facilities.13

Culture and Language Barriers Between EMS Providers and Service Populations
EMS providers servicing communities with increasing immigrant populations are more likely to face
communication barriers that hinder proper treatment and impact the quality of care. According to McGinnis,
“Rural/frontier areas are experiencing increases in minority populations, which increase need for addressing
cultural competency in the provision of EMS and in communicating effectively on the appropriate use of
EMS and other community health services.”12 Race and ethnicity of EMS providers in Nebraska is currently
not tracked at the state level.

For additional information on Nebraska EMS

Nebraska Health & Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health
Assurance Section, EMS Program. http://www.hhss.ne.gov/ems/emsindex.htm.

For additional information on EMS Nationwide

McGinnis, Kevin (2004). Rural and Frontier Emergency Medical Services – Agenda for the Future.
National Rural Health Association. http://www.nrharural.org/groups/sub/EMS.html.

National Association of State EMS Directors
http://www.nasemsd.org/index.php?option=content&task=view&id=36&Itemid=64.

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The National EMS Scope of Practice Model. Washington,
DC: U.S. Department of Transportation/National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2005.
http://www.soundrock.com/sop/index.html.

National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians http://www.nremt.org/about/ems_learn.asp.
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1. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The National EMS Scope of Practice Model.
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2005.

2. Nebraska Health & Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health
Assurance Section, EMS Program. Retrieved December 2005
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(http://www.hhss.ne.gov/ems/emstrauma.htm).

6. Nebraska Health & Human Services System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Public Health
Assurance Section, Emergency Medical Service/Trauma Program. Retrieved December 2005
(http://www.nebems.com/default.cfm?page=contact).

7. Nebraska Public Service Commission. Retrieved December 2005.
(http://www.psc.state.ne.us/home/NPSC/e911/e911_main.html).
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References

Appendix: Detailed Description of Phases of Emergency 9-1-1 Coverage

Basic 9-1-1: A landline service that provides the 9-1-1 center with at least the voice of the caller and may
provide the telephone number.

Enhanced 9-1-1: A sophisticated landline system that provides the 9-1-1 center with the address and name
of the caller then routes the 9-1-1 call based on the address of the caller.

Phase I: A system available to wireless users that provides the 9-1-1 center the call back number of the
wireless caller dialing 9-1-1 as well as the address of the cell tower and the wireless carrier.

Phase II: A system available to wireless users that provides the Phase I information as default, followed by
the latitude and longitude of the 9-1-1 caller within a set distance.

Source: Nebraska Public Service Commission, December 2005
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Active Physician
A full-time or part-time health care provider possessing
a degree in medicine (MD) or osteopathy (DO),
practicing primarily in Nebraska. SOURCE: Nebraska
Health Work Force Reports: Physicians 1996,
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section.

Active Primary Care Physician
A full-time physician, licensed and practicing primarily
in Nebraska, who specializes in Family Practice, General
Practice, Obstetrics and Gynecology, General Internal
Medicine, or General Pediatrics. SOURCE: Nebraska
Health Work Force Reports: Physicians 1996,
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section.

Active Psychiatrist
Active physicians who have declared their primary
specialty as psychiatry or child/adolescent psychiatry.
Psychiatrists are authorized to diagnose and treat
mental illness. SOURCE: Nebraska Health Work Force
Reports: Physicians 1996, Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, Department of Regulation
and Licensure, Data Management Section.

Acute Care Hospital
A hospital, with an organized medical staff, that
provides inpatient care, including medical, nursing,
surgical, anesthesia, laboratory, diagnostic radiology,
pharmacy, and dietary services. Such services may be
provided through a contract or agreement. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, October 1997.

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
A disease that compromises the body’s immune system,
is characterized by opportunistic infections, and is
caused by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). As
HIV progresses, the human body’s ability to fight
infection weakens, eventually leading to death. While
no current treatments will prevent death among those
with AIDS, some current treatments may extend life
expectancy. See HIV. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, HIV/AIDS Morbidity/
Mortality Report, January 1999.

Age-Adjusted Rate
Rate used to eliminate the bias of age in the makeup of
the populations being compared, thereby providing a
much more reliable rate for comparison purposes.  Age
adjustment by the direct method requires use of a

standard age distribution. For Databook purposes,
population by United State Census is used.

ALOS
See Average Length of Stay.

Ambulatory Surgical Center (ASC)
A facility (a) where surgical services are provided to
persons not requiring hospitalization who are admitted
to and discharged from such facility within the same
working day and are not permitted to stay overnight at
such facility, (b) which meets all applicable
requirements for licensure as a health clinic under the
Health Care Facility Licensure Act, and (c) which has
qualified for a written agreement with the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services of the United States
Department of Health and Human Services or its
successor to participate in Medicare as an ambulatory
surgical center as defined in 42 C.F.R. 416 et seq. or
which receives other third-party reimbursement for
such services. These do not include an office or clinic
used solely by a practitioner or group of practitioners
in the practice of medicine, dentistry, or podiatry.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Area
See Health Service Area.

Assisted Living Facility
A facility where shelter, food, and care are provided for
remuneration for a period of more than twenty-four
consecutive hours to four or more persons residing at
such facility who require or request such services due
to age, illness, or physical disability. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division,
January 2001.

Available Census Days
A measure of health resource availability. The total
number of days a quantity of a resource, such as
hospital beds, is available for use during a specified
period. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Department of Regulation and
Licensure, Data Management Section, October 1999.

Average Charge
A charge that is calculated by dividing the sum of
patient charges by the number of patients within a DRG
category. SOURCE: DRG-specific charge data from the
Nebraska Hospital Association, 1999 to 2001.



Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book - 289

Glossary

Average Length of Stay in Days (ALOS)
The average number of days spent in a hospital by an
inpatient. ALOS is calculated by dividing the sum of
inpatient days by the number of patients within the
DRG category. Inpatient days are calculated by
subtracting day of admission from day of discharge and
adding 1. Therefore, persons entering and leaving a
hospital on the same day have a length of stay of one.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, 1999.

Bed Capacity
The total number of adult and pediatric beds which can
be set up in a hospital for use by patients. The term
excludes beds intended for ancillary usage such as
emergency room beds, labor beds, recovery room beds,
or stretchers, and excludes bassinets for newborn
infants. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Department of Regulation and
Licensure, February 2001.

Behavioral Health Care Hospital
A hospital that provides behavioral health services on
an inpatient or outpatient basis to persons who have a
mental disease, disorder, or disability. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
Data collected annually by the state and federal
government regarding self-reported responses to
questions about an individual’s health status,
knowledge, and behavior. A measure of quality-of-life
that is used to evaluate the need for health services,
measure the impact of health interventions, and
determine how persons perceive their own health.
SOURCE: http://www.cdc.gov/brfss/about.htm.

CAH
See Critical Access Hospital.

Capacity
See Bed Capacity.

Centers for the Developmentally Disabled
A facility where shelter, food, care, advice, counseling,
diagnosis, treatment, or related services are provided
for a period of more than twenty-four consecutive
hours to four or more persons residing at such facility
who have developmental disabilities. SOURCE:

Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
Formerly HCFA. CMS is a federal agency within the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services that
administers the Medicare and Medicaid programs—two
national health care programs.  Medicare is a health
insurance program for people age 65 or older, people
under age 65 with certain disabilities, and people of all
ages with End-Stage Renal Disease.  Medicaid is
available to certain low-income individuals and families
who fit into an eligibility group that is recognized by
federal and state law.  Medicaid is a state administered
program and each state sets its own guidelines
regarding eligibility and services. Along with the Health
Resources and Services Administration, CMS runs the
State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), a
program that offers health insurance for children up to
age 19 who are not already insured. SCHIP is jointly
financed by the federal and state governments and is
administered by the states.  SOURCE: CMS, 2005.

Certified Marriage and Family Therapist
A practicing marriage and family therapist must have
completed master’s or doctoral degree in the field of
marriage and family therapy or in a program related to
that field (such as social work, psychology, sociology,
human services, human development, family relations,
or counseling). A Marriage and Family Therapist must
hold a Mental Health Practitioner License to provide
counseling and psychotherapy services to clients.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure,
1999.

Certified Master Social Worker
There are two main functions of the MSW. The first is
the preparation and evaluation of psychosocial
assessments. The second is the development,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of social
work service plans with the goal of assisting
individuals and/or groups with adjustment to crisis,
transition, psychosocial dysfunction, disability, or
impairment, and enhancing capacity for personal and
social functioning. A Certified MSW is not required to
be licensed as a mental health practitioner unless he/
she provides psychotherapy services to clients. A
person who holds a Master Social Worker Certificate
and a Mental Health Practitioner License may use the
title Licensed Clinical Social Worker. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Regulation and Licensure, 1999.
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Certified Professional Counselor
A person who has completed a master’s degree from a
state approved educational program, and possess
required hours of experience in professional
counseling. A Certified Professional Counselor must
hold Mental Health Practitioner Certification to provide
counseling and psychotherapy services. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure, 1999.

CHAMPUS
See Military Insurance.

Charges
The dollar amount of hospital bills. SOURCE: DRG
Guidebook, 2000.

Chiropractor
A professional whose objective is to contribute to
health through the correction of vertebral subluxation
(spinal balance). The practice of chiropractic is defined
as being one or a combination of the following, without
the use of drugs or surgery: (a) the diagnosis and
analysis of the living human body for the purpose of
detecting ailments, disorders, and disease by the use of
diagnostic X-ray, physical and clinical examination, and
routine procedures including urine analysis; or (b) the
science and art of treating human ailments, disorders,
and disease by locating and removing any interference
with the transmission and expression of nerve energy
in the human body by chiropractic adjustment and
other therapies. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, Department of Regulation
and Licensure, 1999.

CMS
See Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services.

Commercial Payers
All private payers (insurance companies), including
self-funded employer insurance plans, managed care
plans, and federally insured persons enrolled in
managed care plans.

Community Health Center (CHC) Program
The CHC Program is a Federal grant program funded
under Section 330 of the Public Health Service Act to
provide for primary and preventive health care services
in medically-underserved areas throughout the U.S. and
its territories. SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Bureau of Primary Care, 2003.

Consumer Price Index (CPI)
A measure of the price of goods and services. By
adjusting costs associated with the purchase of

particular groups of goods and services to overall
spending patterns, the CPI allows standardized,
inflation-adjusted comparisons of cost increases in
various sectors of the economy. See also Medical Care
Price Index. SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics. More
information about the CPI and the MCPI can be
obtained at http://stats.bls.gov.

CPI
See Consumer Price Index (CPI), and Medical Care Price
Index (MCPI).

CPS
See Current Population Survey.

Critical Access Hospital
A facility (a) with up to fifteen acute care inpatient beds
where care or treatment is provided on an outpatient
basis or on an inpatient basis to persons for an average
period of not more than 96 hours and emergency
services are provided on a 24-hour basis and (b) which
has formal agreements with at least one hospital and
other appropriate providers for services such as patient
referral and transfer, communications systems,
provision of emergency and non-emergency
transportation, and backup medical and emergency
services. Under Medicare’s Rural Hospital Flexibility
Program, a certified critical access hospital can be
reimbursed based on the actual costs incurred for
providing care to Medicare beneficiaries (as opposed
to prospective payments under the DRG system).
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Current Population Survey (CPS)
The source for government employment and
unemployment statistics. The purpose of the March
CPS is to collect information regarding employment,
income, and annual demographic information about the
United States. March CPS data are used in the 2005
Databook to present information about the insurance
status of Nebraskans between 1992 and 2004. SOURCE:
U.S. Census Bureau, 2005.

Dental Health Professional Shortage Area
See Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).

Developmental Disability
A severe chronic disability of an individual that is
attributable to a mental or physical impairment or
combination of mental and physical impairments; is
manifested before the individual attains age 22; is likely
to continue indefinitely; results in substantial
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functional limitations in three or more of the following
areas of major life activity: self-care, receptive and
expressive language, learning, mobility, self-direction,
capacity for independent living, economic self-
sufficiency; and reflects the individual’s need for a
combination and sequence of special, interdisciplinary,
or generic services, individualized supports, or other
forms of assistance that are of lifelong or extended
duration and are individually planned and coordinated.
An individual from birth to age 9, inclusive, who has a
substantial developmental delay or specific congenital
or acquired condition, may be considered to have a
developmental disability without meeting three or more
of the above criteria described above if the individual,
without services and supports, has a high probability
of meeting those criteria later in life. SOURCE:
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act of 2000. PL 106-402 § 102, para (8) (A) and
(8) (B).

Diagnosis Related Group (DRG)
Patient classification system that relates demographic,
diagnostic, and therapeutic characteristics of patients
to length of inpatient stay and amount of resources
consumed. It provides a framework for specifying
hospital case mix and identifies classifications of
illnesses and injuries for which payment is made under
prospective pricing programs. SOURCE: http://
www.tricare.osd.mil/imtr/glossary.html#toc.

Discharge
A situation in which the patient leaves an acute care
(prospective payment) hospital after receiving complete
acute care treatment. SOURCE: Nebraska Association
of Hospitals and Health Systems, 2000.

DRG
See Diagnosis Related Group.

Ethnicity
See Race and Ethnicity.

Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC)
Facilities or programs more commonly known as
Community Health Centers, Migrant Health Centers,
and Health Care for the Homeless Programs. An entity
may qualify as an FQHC in any of the following ways:
(1) The entity is receiving a grant under §330, of the
Public Health Service (PHS) Act. The Health Resources
and Services Administration (HRSA) within HHS
recommends, and the Secretary determines that, the
facility meets the requirements for receiving a grant
under §330 of the PHS Act. Any entity seeking to
qualify under this section should contact HRSA for
consideration. HRSA is responsible for determining

whether an applicant meets eligibility requirements. (2)
The entity is receiving funding from such a grant under
a contract with the recipient of a grant and meets the
requirements to receive a grant under §330 of the PHS
Act. (3) The entity is determined by the Secretary to
meet the requirements for receiving such a grant (look-
alike) based on the recommendation of HRSA within
PHS. (4) The entity was treated by the Secretary as a
federally funded health center (FFHC) for purposes of
Part B Medicare as of January 1, 1990. (5) The entity is
an outpatient health program or facility operated by a
tribe or tribal organization under the Indian Self-
Determination Act or by an urban Indian organization
receiving funds under title V of the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act as of October 1, 1991. SOURCE:
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 2003.

HCFA
See Health Care Financing Administration.

Health Care Financing Administration
As of July 1, 2001, known as the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services. See Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services.

Health Maintenance Organization (HMO)
An HMO is an entity that offers prepaid,
comprehensive health coverage for both hospital and
physician services with specific health care providers
using a fixed structure or capitated rates.  HMO
enrollment includes enrollees in both traditional HMOs
and HMO point-of-service (POS) plans through: group/
commercial plans, Medicare, Medicaid, the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Program, direct pay plans
and unidentified HMO products.  SOURCE: Henry J.
Kaiser Family Foundation, 2005.

Health Planning Regions (HPRs)
See Health Service Areas.

Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA)
Any of the following, which the Secretary of the U. S.
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
determines has a shortage of health professional(s): (1)
An urban or rural area (which need not conform to the
geographic boundaries of a political subdivision and
which is a rational area for the delivery of health
services); (2) a population group; or (3) a public or
nonprofit private medical facility. DHHS is required to
annually review, revise, and publish a list of HPSAs.
Entities with HPSA designations are eligible for
assignment of National Health Service Corps personnel
to provide health services within their scope. In
addition, several federal training and reimbursement
programs are available to HPSA areas, facilities or
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populations. In determining HPSA status, DHHS
considers the recommendations of the Governor of
each State and the extent to which individuals cannot
obtain services because of a lack of physicians, mental
health practitioners, or dental services. SOURCE: Data
about primary care, mental, and dental health
professional shortage areas in Nebraska were
obtained from the Bureau of Primary Health Care via
the Internet at http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/
databases/hpsa/hpsa.cfm, from the Federal Register,
Volume 65, No.180, August2003, and from the Office of
Rural Health at the Nebraska Health and Human
Services System. State-designated shortage areas
(Table 2.3) were obtained from the Office of Rural
Health at the Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, 2003.

Health Service Areas (HSAs)
Historically, the Nebraska Health and Human Services
System (NHHSS) has collected and aggregated health
services data at the county and Health Service Area
(HSA) level. Until recently, there have been six HSAs.
In January 2002, NHHSS reduced the number of HSAs
from six to three by combining the Western and
Southwest Service Areas, the Central and Northern
Service Areas, and the Eastern and Southeast Service
Areas (see http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/profile1102/
service.htm). For continuity of data for research and
tracking purposes, this Databook has maintained the
data in the historic six HSAs, referred to now as Health
Planning Regions (HPRs).

Hispanic
See Race and Ethnicity.

HMO
See Health Maintenance Organization.

Home Health Agency
A person or any legal entity which provides skilled
nursing care or a minimum of one other therapeutic
service as defined by the department on a full-time,
part-time, or intermittent basis to persons in a place of
temporary or permanent residence used as the person=s
home. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Hospital
A facility where diagnosis, treatment, medical care,
obstetrical care, nursing care, or related services are
provided on an outpatient or inpatient basis for a
period of more than 24 consecutive hours to persons
who have an illness, injury, or deformity or to aged or
infirm persons requiring or receiving convalescent care.

Hospital includes a facility or distinct part of a facility
which provides space for a general acute hospital, a
rehabilitation hospital, a long-term care hospital, a
critical access hospital, or a psychiatric or mental
hospital. It does not include a health care practitioner
facility in which persons do not receive care or
treatment for a period of more than 24 consecutive
hours. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Department of Regulation and
Licensure, Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Hospital Discharge Rate
The proportion of inpatient hospital discharges to a
population within clearly specified geographic
boundaries. Discharge rates are reported per 1,000
population within the state, health planning regions, or
metropolitan county status designations. See
Population. SOURCES: Nebraska Hospital
Association, 2001, and U.S. Census Bureau, Census
1990 and 2000, Population Estimates for Counties by
Age and Sex, 2001.

Hospitalization
See Inpatient Hospital Stay.

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
The virus that causes AIDS. This virus is passed from
one person to another through blood-to-blood and
sexual contact. In addition, infected pregnant women
can pass HIV to their baby during pregnancy or
delivery, as well as through breast-feeding. People with
HIV have what is called HIV infection. Most of these
people will develop AIDS as a result of their HIV
infection. Persons infected with HIV may show no
apparent illness prior to AIDS as a late manifestation.
Progression of the infection varies, and the median time
between infection with HIV and the development of
AIDS among adults is 10 years. See AIDS. SOURCE:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National
Center for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention, Division of
HIV/AIDS Prevention.

Indian Health Service (IHS)
Providing for the health care of American Indians and
Alaska Natives. The objectives of IHS are to deliver the
highest quality health services possible, assist tribes
and Native corporations to develop their capacity to
staff and manage health programs, and act as the
federal advocate in health related matters. SOURCE:
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
Indian Health Service, September 2003.

Infant Death Rate
Rate calculated by dividing the number of infant deaths
during a calendar year by the number of live births
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reported in the same year. It is expressed as the number
of infant deaths per 1,000 live births. A live birth is the
complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a
product of conception, irrespective of the duration
of the pregnancy, which, after such separation,
breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as
heartbeat, umbilical cord pulsation, or definite
movement of voluntary muscles, whether the umbilical
cord has been cut or the placenta is attached. Each
product of such a birth is considered live born.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Health Statistics, December 2004.

International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision,
Clinical Modification (ICD-9-CM)
A coding system for classifying diseases and
operations to facilitate collection of uniform and
comparable health information. SOURCE: http://
www.tricare.osd.mil/imtr/glossary.html#toc.

Injury
Physical damage to an individual that occurs over a
short period of time as a result of acute exposure to one
of the forms of physical energy in the environment or
exposure to chemical agents or the acute lack of
oxygen. SOURCE: State Injury Mortality Data, CDC.

Inpatient Hospital Stay
Occurs when a patient is admitted to an acute care
hospital for at least 24 hours and subsequently
released. Each event constitutes a separate discharge
or stay. A patient may experience multiple discharges or
hospital stays within any set time.

Inpatient Surgery Visit
A hospitalization for a surgical procedure which usually
requires an overnight stay by the patient.

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN)
A Registered Nurse who has completed the course
work, passed the required exams, and developed the
skills to enable him or her to practice nursing in an
expanded capacity. Collaborating with a physician, the
Nurse Practitioner provides additional knowledge and
skills in the physical and psychosocial assessment and
management of health in specialized populations. The
scope of practice includes health promotion, health
supervision, illness prevention and diagnosis, and
treatment and management of common health problems
and chronic conditions. The Nurse Practitioner is able
to prescribe drugs on a limited basis under the
supervision of a physician. SOURCE: Nebraska Health
and Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1997.

Licensed Beds
See Bed Capacity.

Licensed Certified Nurse Midwives (CNM)
A Registered Nurse who has completed an approved
Certified Nurse Midwifery education program and has
passed a nationally recognized nurse midwifery
examination. Under practice agreements, the Nurse
Midwife works closely with physicians and other health
professionals to deliver health care within the scope of
midwifery. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Professional and Occupational
Licensure Division, 1999.

Licensed Mental Health Practitioner
The Licensed Mental Health Practitioner is certified to
engage in a mental health practice, or to offer or render
mental health practice services, per Nebraska statute.
The Licensed Mental Health Practitioner has (a)
received a master’s degree or higher that consists of
course work and training which was primarily
therapeutic mental health in content and included a
practicum or internship and was from an approved
educational program and (b) completed the
requirements of supervised direct client contact and
mental health practice under the supervision of a
qualified physician, a Licensed Psychologist, or a
Licensed Mental Health Practitioner. A person who is
licensed as a Mental Health Practitioner may also be
certified as a Master Social Worker, as a Professional
Counselor, or as a Marriage and Family Therapist.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Professional and Occupational Licensure
Division, 1999.

Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN)
A person who is specifically prepared in the techniques
of nursing, who is a graduate of an accredited school of
practical nursing, whose qualifications have been
examined by a state board of nursing, and who has
been legally authorized to practice as a licensed
practical nurse (LPN). SOURCE: Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1999.

Licensed Practical Nurse-Certified (LPN-C)
A licensed practical nurse who has taken additional
education and passed an examination to obtain
certification in an advanced role permitting them to
provide limited services in intravenous therapy and
nasogastric tube therapy.

Licensed Psychologist
A person who possesses a doctoral degree from a
program of graduate study in professional psychology



294 - Nebraska Health Information Project 2005 Data Book

Appendix A

from an institution of higher education. The degree is
obtained from a program of graduate study in
psychology that meets the standards of accreditation
adopted by the American Psychological Association. A
Licensed Psychologist is authorized by Nebraska to
diagnose mental illness, practicing within the
regulations outlined by Nebraska statute. Any
psychological practice that involves the diagnosis and
treatment of major mental and emotional disorders by a
person holding a special license shall be done under
the supervision of a licensed psychologist as specified
in state regulations. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1999.

Lifetime and Interval Risks of Being Diagnosed with
Cancer
The probability of being diagnosed with cancer is
computed by applying cross-sectional age-specific
1998-2000 incidence and mortality rates from the SEER
areas to a hypothetical cohort of individuals. This
hypothetical cohort, consisting of an arbitrarily
specified number of live births (e.g., 10,000,000), is
considered at risk for two mutually exclusive events: (a)
developing the specified cancer; and (b) death due to
other causes without the specified cancer. Thus a
standard multiple decrement life table is derived (with
five-year age intervals up to age 94 and a 95+ interval)
using these two types of events. In each age interval
we start with the number alive and free of the specified
cancer at the beginning of the interval, and subtract out
the number who develop the specified cancer and the
number who die of other causes among the cancer free.
The lifetime risk of being diagnosed with the specified
cancer is derived by summing all cancer cases from age
0 through 95+ and dividing by 10,000,000. This
calculation does not assume an individual lives to any
particular age, rather it is the sum over all age intervals
of the probability of living to the beginning of each age
interval times the probability of developing cancer in
that interval. The probability of developing cancer
during any time period (e.g., within 10 years of turning
50 years of age) is calculated by adding up all the
cancers in the life table over the specified age range
and dividing by the number of individuals alive and
free of the specified cancer at the beginning of the
period. SOURCE: National Cancer Institute, SEER
Cancer Statistics Review, 1975-2000, 2003.

Lifetime Risk of Dying from Cancer
The lifetime risk of dying from a specified cancer is
derived using a standard multiple decrement life table
where a person is exposed to the risk of dying from the
specified cancer and all other causes based on
mortality data from the SEER registry areas. Although

the lifetime risk of dying from cancer could have been
derived for the entire U.S., these estimates were based
only on data from SEER areas to allow comparison with
the risk of diagnosis estimates. SOURCE: National
Cancer Institute, SEER Cancer Statistics Review,
1975-2000, 2003.

Long-term Care Facility
Either a hospital or nursing home facility which meets
the minimum staffing requirements and facilities
standards required to provide long-term care. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, 1999.

Long-term Care Utilization
See Occupancy Rate.

Long-term Care Hospital
A hospital or any distinct part of a hospital that
provides the care and services of an intermediate care
facility, a nursing facility, or a skilled nursing facility.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, January 2001.

Long-term Care Capacity
See Capacity.

Long-term Care Bed
See Long-term Care Hospital.

Low Birth Weight (LBW) Rate
Weigh at birth of less than 2500 grams, regardless of
gestational age. LBW rate is calculated by dividing the
number of LBW births in a population in a year by the
midyear resident population. It is expressed as the
number of LBW births per 1,000 live births. A live birth
is the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother
of a product of conception, irrespective of the duration
of the pregnancy, which, after such separation,
breathes or shows any other evidence of life such as
heartbeat, umbilical cord pulsation, or definite
movement of voluntary muscles, whether the umbilical
cord has been cut or the placenta is attached. Each
product of such a birth is considered live born.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
National Center for Health Statistics, December 2004.

Managed Care
See Health Maintenance Organization.
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MCPI
See Medical Care Price Index (MCPI) and Consumer
Price Index.

Median Household Income
The Databook reports median household income at the
state and county levels. For county and state level
presentations, median income is the amount which
divides the income distribution into two equal groups,
half with incomes above the median and half with
incomes below the median. A household includes the
related family members and all the unrelated persons, if
any, such as lodgers, foster children, wards, or
employees who share the housing unit. A person living
alone in a housing unit, or a group of unrelated persons
sharing a housing unit as partners, is also counted as a
household. The count of households excludes group
quarters. SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, State and
County Income and Poverty Estimates-1999. See http:/
/www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/stcty/c99_31.htm

Median Money Income (Households)
Household income, before taxes and excluding capital
gains as of March of the following year. Income in
current dollars means that no adjustment is made to the
figures for equalized comparison to the current year.
See also Median Household Income. SOURCE: U.S.
Census Bureau, State and County Income and Poverty
Estimates-2002. See http://ww.census.gov/prod/
2002pubs/p60-218.pdf

Medicaid
Medicaid is a federal/state partnership that was
authorized in 1965.  The federal government pays
approximately 60% of the cost of Medicaid, and the
state of Nebraska pays about 40%.  The Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is the federal
agency that is responsible for this program and it sets
minimum requirements.  States who choose to be in
Medicaid must cover the mandatory population.  There
are also mandatory services and optional services.
States are given the liberty to select the optional
populations and the optional services they will cover.
The programs under Medicaid include: a chronic and
long-term care program for low income seniors and
persons with disabilities; a supplement to Medicare for
this same population; an insurance-like program for low
income pregnant women, children and some parents;
and a funding source for safety net hospitals and
community health centers that serve a
disproportionately high share of uninsured persons.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services,
2005.

Medical Care Price Index

Similar to the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The Medical
Care Price Index (MCPI) is a measure of the growth of
all goods and services associated with the provision of
health care. Both the MCI and the CPI adjust for
changes in the population and per capita income to
allow for calculation of increases in the quantity of
medical and other services purchased per person, and
the measure of the growth of all goods and services.
See also Consumer Price Index. SOURCE: More
information about the CPI and the MCPI can be
obtained at http://stats.bls.gov.

Medically Underserved Area
A medically underserved area may be either a rural or
urban area in which residents may frequently encounter
difficulty obtaining medical care due to the lack of
health care providers, facilities and/or services. A
designation as a medically underserved area/population
(MUA/P) designation, is a prerequisite to grant awards
to plan, develop, and operate a community health
center. SOURCE: Data about Nebraska Medically
Underserved Areas were obtained from the Office of
Rural Health at Nebraska Health and Human Services
System. Federal designated mental and dental health
professional shortage area data were obtained from
the Federal Register, Vol. 65, No. 180, and from the
Bureau of Primary Health Care (BPHC), August 2003.
More information about medically underserved areas
can be found at http://www.bphc.hrsa.dhhs.gov/
databases/hpsa/hpsa.cfm.

Medicare
A federal insurance program for people 65 and older,
people with permanent kidney failure (end stage renal
disease[ESRD] ) and certain other disabled people
under 65. The Medicare program is administered by the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (formerly
known as the Health Care Financing Administration).
The Social Security Administration provides
information about the program and administers
enrollment. Medicare has: Part A Hospital Insurance,
Part B Medical Insurance, and as of January 1, 2006,
Prescription Drug Coverage.  SOURCE: Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services, 2005.

Medicare Certified Rural Health Clinic
See Rural Health Clinic.

Medicare Managed Care
See Health Maintenance Organization.

Medicare Part A
See Part A Medicare Health Insurance.
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Medicare Part B
See Part B Medicare Supplemental Insurance.

Mental Health Centers
A facility where shelter, food, counseling, diagnosis,
treatment, care, or related services are provided for a
period of more than 24 consecutive hours to persons
residing at such facility who have a mental disease,
disorder, or disability. SOURCE: The Nebraska Health
and Human Services System, Department of
Regulation and Licensure, Credentialing Division,
January 2001.

Mental Health Professional
Professionals licensed as one of the following:
Psychiatrist, Licensed Psychologist, Licensed Certified
Master of Social Work, Licensed Certified Professional
Counselor, Licensed Mental Health Practitioners, or
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist. SOURCE:
Data about psychiatrists are from the University of
Nebraska Medical Center, July 30, 2003. Data about
the other types of mental health professionals are from
the Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, July 30,2003.

Mental Health Professional Shortage Area
See Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).

Metropolitan
Metropolitan area boundaries and names are those
defined by the Federal Office of Management and
Budget on June 30, 1993 and June 6, 2003. For further
information about metropolitan, non-metropolitan, and
micropolitan areas, see p. 1.

Mental Health Professional Shortage Area (MHPSA)
See Health Professional Shortage Areas.

Micropolitan
For further information about metropolitan, non-
metropolitan, and micropolitan areas, see p. 1.

Migrant Health Centers (MHCs)
MHCs enhance delivery of care through partnerships
with State and local health departments, area Health
Education Centers, hospitals, specialty and social
services providers, and medial residency programs.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Bureau of Primary Care, 2003.

Military Insurance
Includes CHAMPUS (Civilian Health and Medical
Program of the Uniformed Services)/Tricare, CHAMPVA
(Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department

of Veterans Affairs), Veterans, and other military health
care. SOURCE: Current Population Survey (CPS), U.S.
Census Bureau, 2005.

Minority
This term refers to the total population which falls into
the following categories: Hispanics of any race, Black,
American Indian or Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian and
Other Pacific Islander, those identified as other race,
and those identified with multiple races. See Race and
Ethnicity.

Non-metropolitan
All areas outside of the federally recognized
metropolitan areas. See Metropolitan.

Nursing Facility
Any institution, facility, place, or building or a distinct
part of any of the aforementioned that is primarily
devoted to providing to inpatients nursing care and
related services for patients who require Medicare or
nursing care, or rehabilitation of injured, disabled, or
sick persons. SOURCE: The Nebraska Health and
Human Services System, Department of Regulation
and Licensure, Credentialing Division, 1998.

Nurse Midwife
The independent management of care of essentially
normal newborns and women, antepartum, intrapartum,
postpartum, and/or gynecologically, occurring within a
health care system that provides for medical
consultation, collaborative management, or referral, and
in accordance with standards for nurse midwifery
practice as defined by the ACNM. SOURCE: Nebraska
Health and Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1999.

Nurse Practitioner
A registered nurse who is prepared through a formal
organized education program to determine, start, or
alter defined regimens of medical and/or nursing
treatment provided to a patient, either on a routine or
occasional basis, in the specialties of obstetrics/
gynecology, pediatrics, primary care, family practice,
and mental health/psychiatric care. SOURCE: Nebraska
Health and Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1997.

Nursing Professional
A health professional licensed as one of the following:
Registered Nurse, Licensed Practical Nurse, Licensed
Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner, or Licensed
Certified Nurse Midwife. SOURCE: Nebraska Health
and Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1999.
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Obligated Funds
Obligated funds are set aside specifically to be
disbursed for designated purposes. Obligation
generally precedes the actual disbursement of funds. It
is possible, therefore, that obligation amounts reported
may be disbursed subsequent to the actual year.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Financial Assistance by Geographic Area:
Region VII, Fiscal year 1996, October 1, 1995-
September 30, 1996.

Occupancy Rate
A measure of hospital utilization. In this report,
occupancy rates apply to hospitals and long-term care
facilities. Occupancy rate is the ratio of resource units
used to the resource units available within a specified
period of time. SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human
Services System, Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, 1999.

Occupational Therapist
An individual qualified by graduation from an
accredited school of occupational therapy with either a
baccalaureate or masters degree who has passed a
national certification examination given by the
American Occupational Therapy Association. The
Occupational Therapist evaluates patients’ performance
capabilities and deficits and plans/implements therapy
services in prevention, health maintenance,
remediation, daily life tasks, and vocational
adjustments health care programs. SOURCE: Nebraska
Health and Human Services System, Professional and
Occupational Licensure Division, 1999.

Outpatient Surgery Visit
A surgical procedure conducted by a hospital that does
not require an overnight stay by the patient. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, 1999.

Part A Medicare Health Insurance
Part A helps pay for care in hospitals as an inpatient,
critical access hospitals, skilled nursing facilities,
hospice care, and some home health care.  Most people
get Part A automatically when they turn age 65.  People
do not have to pay a monthly payment or a premium for
Part A if they or a spouse paid Medicare taxes while
they were working.  If they or a spouse did not pay
Medicare taxes while working and they are 65 or older,
it may still be possible to buy Part A.  A person can get
Part A at age 65 without having to pay premiums if:
they are already receiving retirement benefits from
Social Security or the Railroad Retirement Board; they
are eligible  to receive Social Security or Railroad

benefits but have not yet filed for them; or the person
or their spouse had Medicare-covered government
employment.  A person can get Part A under the age of
65 without having to pay premiums if: they have
received Social Security or Railroad Retirement Board
disability benefit for 24 months; or they are a kidney
dialysis or kidney transplant patient.  See also
Medicare.  SOURCE: See http://www.medicare.gov,
Medicare Eligibility Tool, 2004.

Part B Medicare Supplemental Insurance
Part B helps pay for doctors’ services, outpatient
hospital care, and some other medical services that Part
A does not cover, such as the services of physical and
occupational therapists, and some home health care.
Part B helps pay for these covered services and
supplies when they are medically necessary.  The Part
B premium for 2006 is $88.50 and this amount may
change January 1, 2007.  In some cases the premium
may be higher for a person who did not choose Part B
when first becoming eligible at age 65.  The cost of Part
B may go up 10% for each 12-month period that the
person did not sign up for it, except in special cases.
SOURCE: See http://www.medicare.gov, Medicare
Eligibility Tool, 2004.

Payer Type
Nebraska Hospital Discharge forms allow recording up
to two sources of payment for charges incurred during
a hospitalization. The payer type analyses presented in
Chapter 6 examine the primary payer responsible for
charges incurred during a hospitalization that are
recorded on the discharge form. There are four payer
types referred to in this report: commercial, Medicare,
Medicaid, and self-pay. Commercial payers are all
private payers (insurance companies) and include
indemnity self-funded employer insurance plans and
managed care plans. See Health Maintenance
Organization. Medicare and Medicaid are the two major
federal payers identified on hospital discharge forms,
minus managed care patients. For example, when
Medicare and/or Medicaid patients are enrolled in
managed care programs, their discharges are typically
reported in the commercial payer group. Self-pay refers
to patients who pay for all, some, or none of the total
charges for a hospitalization. This category may
include charity and other hospitalizations where the
hospital expects little or no reimbursement for services
rendered. Often, these types of discharges are not
recorded and therefore are not included in the numbers
reported in the 2001 Databook. Because of this, it
should be noted that discharges for this category of
patients are under-reported. Currently, the extent to
which this under-reporting occurs cannot be
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determined. SOURCE: Nebraska Hospital Association,
2001.

Percent Change Over Time
The calculation for percent change over time is (A-B)/
A*100, where A = the most recent indicator
measurement and B = the base year for comparison.

Personal Health Care Expenditures (PHCE)
All purchased services and products that are
associated with personal health care such as hospital,
physician, dental services, nursing home care, drugs,
and medical supplies. PHCE exclude related health
expenditures for construction, program administration,
government, public health activities, and research.
SOURCES: Levit, L. R., Lazenby, H. C., Cowan, C. A.,
Won, D. K., Stiller, J. M., Sivarajan, L., et al. (1995). State
health expenditure accounts: Building blocks for state
health spending analysis. Health Care Financing
Review, 17(1), 201-254; and Martin, A. B., Whittle, L. S.,
& Levit, K. R. (2001). Trends in state health care
expenditures and funding: 1980-1998. Health Care
Financing Review, 22(4), 111-140.

Physical Therapist
An individual qualified by graduation from an
accredited school of physical therapy with either a
baccalaureate or masters degree and licensed by a state
licensing board to practice physical therapy. The
Physical Therapist evaluates patients with respect to
neuromusculoskeletal complaints and plans/supervises
programs for physical rehabilitation of patients with
medical/surgical conditions who may have been
referred by either physicians or dentists. SOURCE:
Nebraska Health and Human Services System,
Professional and Occupational Licensure Division,
1999.

Physician
See Active Physician.

Physician Assistant
Person who provides health care services customarily
performed by a physician under responsible
supervision of that qualified licensed physician or a
backup physician and who has successfully completed
an accredited education program for physicians’
assistants and/or who has been certified, licensed, or
registered by a recognized agency or commission.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Professional and Occupational Licensure
Division, 1997. Chapter 2 data from the University of
Nebraska Medical Center, Health Professions
Tracking Center, July  2003.

Physician to Population Ratio
The proportion of active physicians available to a
population within clearly specified geographic
boundaries. Physician availability is reported per 1,000
population within the state, health planning areas, or
metropolitan county status designations. See
Population. SOURCE: Nebraska Health Workforce
Reports, 1990 and 1996; and Population Estimates
Branch, Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau,
census 2004 data for state of Nebraska. See http://
www.census.gov/popest/counties/files/CO-EST2004-
ALLDATA.csv ,August 11, 2005.

Population
All population data are from the U.S. Bureau of the
Census. The population information from
decennial census years 1980, 1990, and 2000 represent
actual counts of the Nebraska population. The
decennial census is the most accurate data available as
the characteristics of all persons and households are
theoretically included in the counts. Data are derived
from basic questions asked of the entire population. An
additional set of questions is asked of a sample of the
total population. This sample portion contains
questions about social, economic, and housing
characteristics.

Population Projections
Population projections are estimates of future
population change based on assumptions about
future births, deaths, international migration, and state-
to-state migration. The Census Bureau
produces biannual population projections for the
nation and for each state. The projection
data presented in this report are based on the
assumption that past and current trends will
continue. SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau. Projection
data can be accessed at http://www.census.gov/
population/www/projections/stproj.html.

Poverty Status
Poverty thresholds are evaluated each year and
increased by the same percentage as the annual
Consumer Price Index. For further information on how
poverty thresholds were developed and subsequent
changes in them, see Gordon M. Fisher, The
Development and History of the Poverty Thresholds,
Social Security Bulletin, Vol. 55 No. 4, Winter 1992, pp.
3-14.

Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Area
See Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA).
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Private Plan Insurance
Private health insurance is coverage by a health plan
provided through an employer or union or purchased
by an individual from a private health insurance
company.  Employment-based health insurance is
coverage offered through one’s own employment or a
relative’s; it may be offered by an employer or by a
union.  Direct-purchase health insurance is coverage
through a plan purchased by an individual from a
private company.
SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau, Housing and
Household Economic Statistics Division, 2005.

Procedure
See ICD-9-CM.

Race and Ethnicity
In October of 1997, the Federal Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) revised the definition of race and
ethnicity as applied to the collection of federal
demographic data (see http://www.whitehouse.gov/
omb/inforeg/re_guidance2000update.pdf). The impact
of this change is seen in the 2000 Census, whose data
figures prominently in this edition of the Databook. For
the purposes of race, the OMB established five major
categories: American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian,
Black or African American, Native Hawaiian or other
Pacific Islander, and White. The major change in race
categories in the 2000 Census was the separation of
Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders from the Asian
category. In addition to the five major race categories,
respondents in the 2000 Census were given the
opportunity to choose Multiple Races as their race
category. Most of the data in this Databook are for the
five major race categories only.

According to the revised OMB standards, race is
considered a separate concept from ethnicity. Wherever
possible the OMB has directed that separate questions
should be asked on the concept of both race and
ethnicity. In the 1997 directive, the OMB provided for
the collection of data concerning the fastest growing
ethnicity in the United States, Hispanic or Latino. OMB
defines Hispanic or Latino as a person of Cuban,
Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or
other Spanish culture or origin regardless of race. For
question design purposes the OMB has stated that
“Spanish Origin” may be used in place of “Hispanic or
Latino.” The Census Bureau defines ethnicity (or
origin) as the heritage, nationality group, lineage, or
country of birth of the person or the person’s parents
or ancestors before the arrival of the person or the
person’s parents or ancestors in the United States.
People who identify their origin as Spanish, Hispanic,

or Latino may be of any race (http://census.gov/Press-
Release/www/2001/raceqandas.html).

Registered Nurse
A person responsible for assessing health conditions,
establishing nursing diagnoses, and developing,
implementing and evaluating patient care plans. The
Registered Nurse may participate in teaching and
administration of health and nursing practices;
administration, management and supervision of the
practice of nursing; and collaboration with other health
professionals in the management of health care.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, 1999.

Residential Care Facility
See Assisted Living Facility.

Rural Health Clinic
A clinic that is located in a rural area designated a
shortage area. These clinics do not include those that
are primarily engaged in rehabilitation care or treatment
of mental diseases. Sites may qualify for Rural Health
Clinic certification if they have any one of three types
of designations and if the designation has been
updated in the past three years: (H) Federally
designated Health Professional Shortage Area
(Shortage of Primary Medical Care Workforce), (M)
Federally designated Medically Underserved Area
(Shortage of Personal Health Services), or (G)
Governor-designated shortage area for Rural Health
Clinic certification only. SOURCE: Health and Human
Services System, Regulation and Licensure, December
1999.

Self-pay
Hospitalization charges are the responsibility of the
patient who receives services. In this Databook, we are
reporting the characteristics of Nebraska
hospitalizations which were billed as “self-pay,”
meaning that the patient was indicated on the
discharge form (the UB-912 claim form) as being
responsible for the hospitalization charges. Up to three
payers can be recorded on the discharge form as being
responsible for the charges incurred during a hospital
stay. All discharges that have indicated self-pay as the
primary payer are considered self-pay for these
analyses. SOURCE: Nebraska Center for Rural Health
Research. Nebraska Health Data Reporter, 2(3), June
1999.

State Designated Health Professional Shortage Areas
See Health Professional Shortage Areas.
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Supervising Physician
See Physician Assistant

Substance Abuse Treatment Center
Any institution, facility, place, or building, not licensed
as a hospital, including any private dwelling, which is
used to provide residential care, treatment, services,
maintenance, accommodation, or board in a group
setting primarily or exclusively for individuals who are
substance abusers. Substance abuse treatment centers
include those settings which provide programs/
services on an outpatient basis to individuals who are
substance abusers, but not services that can be
rendered only by physicians or within the confines of a
hospital setting. SOURCE: Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure,
Credentialing Division, 1998.

Substate Area
Substate areas are referred to whenever summary level
data are presented about Nebraska Health
Planning Regions as well as by metropolitan county
status. See Metropolitan and Health Planning Region.

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS)
The diagnosis given for the sudden death of an infant
under one year of age that remains unexplained after a
complete investigation, which includes an autopsy,
examination of the death scene, and review of the
symptoms or illnesses the infant had prior to dying and
any other pertinent medical history. SOURCE: U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, National
Institutes of Health, National Institute for Child
Health and Human Development, May 2004.

Swing Bed
Hospital beds licensed to provide either acute inpatient
care or extended care in order to prepare patients for
transfer to home or to a nursing home. Depending upon
the services provided, extended care may be skilled and
billed to Medicare or unskilled and paid for privately.
SOURCE: Nebraska Health and Human Services
System, Department of Regulation and Licensure, Data
Management Section, 1999.

Transplantation
The transfer of cells, tissues, or organs from one area of
the body to another or from one organism to another.
SOURCE: Organ Donation, 2000. See http://
www.organdonor.gov. On-line Medical Dictionary,
2005. See http://cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Allogeneic (Allograft)
Transplantation between genetically different members
of the same species. Donors and recipients may or may

not be related to each other. SOURCE: Organ
Donation, 2000. See http://www.organdonor.gov. On-
line Medical Dictionary, 2005. See http://
cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Autologous
Transplantation of an organism’s own cells or tissues
to repair or replace damaged tissue. SOURCE: Organ
Donation, 2000. See http://www.organdonor.gov. On-
line Medical Dictionary, 2005. See http://
cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Heterologous
Transplantation between animals of different species,
i.e., xenogeneic transplantation. SOURCE: Organ
Donation, 2000. See http://www.organdonor.gov. On-
line Medical Dictionary, 2005. See http://
cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Heterotopic
Transplantation of one type of tissue to a recipient site
that normally consists of a different type of tissue. The
tissue may be from the same species (autologous), from
organisms of the same species (homologous), or from
different species (heterologous). SOURCE: Organ
Donation, 2000. See http://www.organdonor.gov. On-
line Medical Dictionary, 2005. See http://
cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Homologous
Transplantation between individuals of the same
species who are genetically different. SOURCE: Organ
Donation, 2000. See http://www.organdonor.gov. On-
line Medical Dictionary, 2005. See http://
cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Isogeneic
Transplantation between genetically identical
individuals of the same species such as identical twins.
SOURCE: Organ Donation, 2000. See http://
www.organdonor.gov. On-line Medical Dictionary,
2005. See http://cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.

Transplantation, Xenogeneic (Xenograft)
Transplantation between animals of different species
such as the transplantation of animal organs into
humans i.e., heterologous transplantation. SOURCE:
Organ Donation, 2000. See http://
www.organdonor.gov. On-line Medical Dictionary,
2005. See http://cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/.
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Uninsured
The proportion uninsured refers to persons who
experienced at least one period of uninsurance
during the year previous to the survey year. See
Current Population Survey. SOURCE: Current
Population Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, 2005.

Utilization
See Occupancy Rate.
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Diagnosis-related Group (DRG)
Classifications

Appendix B
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The diagnosis-related group (DRG) system uses the International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision
(ICD-9-CM) to organize diagnosis and procedure codes into a complex, comprehensive system based on a
few simple principles. The ICD-9-CM is a publication of the World Health Organization that is widely used
in the United States for hospital diagnosis classification. A DRG is one of 523 groups that classify patients
into clinically cohesive groups that demonstrate similar consumptions of hospital resources and length-of-
stay patterns. In 1983, Congress mandated a national hospital prospective payment system (PPS) for all
Medicare inpatients. The PPS utilizes DRGs to determine hospital reimbursement. Since all cases in a DRG
are clinically similar, DRGs are also used to evaluate the quality of care and the utilization of services.

DRG Classifications Used in Chapter 6 Profile: Hospital Discharges, 2001

89 Simple Pneumonia and Pleurisy (Age Greater than 17 with Complications and Comorbidities)
Principal Diagnoses Included: Pleurodynia, epidemic; Pneumonia, viral; Pneumonia, pneumococcal;
Pneumonia, due to Hemophilus influenzae; Pneumonia, due to Streptococcus; Pneumonia, bacterial,
unspecified; Pneumonia, due to other specified organism; Bronchopneumonia, organism unspecified;
Pneumonia, organism unspecified, Influenza, with pneumonia; Pleurisy, without mention of effusion
or current tuberculosis

116 Permanent Cardiac Pacemaker Implant or Percutaneous Transluminal Coronary Angioplasty
(PTCA) with Coronary Artery Stent Implant
Please see the DRG Guidebook for a complete listing of all principal diagnoses included in DRG
116

209 Major Joint and Limb Reattachment Procedures of the Lower Extremity
Principal Diagnoses Included: Replacement, hip, total; Replacement, hip, partial; Revision, hip
replacement; Replacement, knee, total; revision, knee replacement; Replacement, ankle, total;
Reattachment, foot; Reattachment, lower leg or ankle; Reattachment, thigh

373 Vaginal Delivery without Complicating Diagnoses
Please see the DRG Guidebook for a complete listing of all principal diagnoses included in DRG
373

391 Normal Newborn
Please see the DRG Guidebook for a complete listing of all principal diagnoses included in DRG
391

430 Psychoses
Principal Diagnoses Included: Schizophrenia; Psychoses, affective; State, paranoid; Psychosis,
depressive type, nonorganic; Psychosis, excitative type, nonorganic; Psychosis, paranoid reaction,
acute; Psychosis, paranoid, psychogenic; Psychosis, reactive, other and unspecified; Psychosis,
nonorganic, unspecified; Psychosis, early childhood, other; Psychosis, childhood, unspecified

480 Liver Transplant
Principal Diagnoses Included: Transplant, liver, auxiliary; Transplant, liver
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483 Tracheostomy Except for Face, Mouth and Neck Diagnoses
Principal Diagnoses Included: Any diagnosis except mouth, larynx, and pharynx disorders; and
tracheostomy, mediastinal, tracheostomy, permanent; tracheostomy, temporary

504 Extensive Third Degree Burn with Skin Graft
Please see the DRG Guidebook for a complete listing of all principal diagnoses included in DRG
504

Source: Hart AC, Parvis SR, eds. DRG Guidebook: A Comprehensive Resource to the DRG
Classification System 2000. 16th ed. Reston ,VA: St. Anthony Publishing.
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Health Service Areas and Health Planning Regions
The Nebraska Health and Human Services System has historically collected and compiled health data for
the state by geographic units known as Health Service Areas. Prior to January of 2003, there were six
Health Service Areas. For administrative purposes, the Health and Human Services System reduced the
number of Service Areas from six to three, by combining the Western and Southwest Service Areas, the
Central and Northern Service Areas, and the Eastern and Southeast Service Areas. Future data collection
by the state will adhere to the new service area boundaries. The Data Book will continue to aggregate and
analyze data using the historical six service area boundaries to allow temporal and spatial continuity in data
analysis. To avoid confusion between the two data collection units, beginning with this edition of the Data
Book, the former six health service areas will be referred to as Health Planning Regions (see Figure C.1).

Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA)
A HPSA is any of the following, which the Secretary of the U. S. Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) determines has a shortage of health professional(s): (1) An urban or rural area (which
need not conform to the geographic boundaries of a political subdivision and which is a rational area for the
delivery of health services); (2) a population group; or (3) a public or nonprofit private medical facility.
DHHS is required to annually review, revise, and publish a list of HPSAs. Entities with HPSA designations
are eligible for assignment of National Health Service Corps personnel to provide health services within their
scope. In addition, several federal training and reimbursement programs are available to HPSA areas,
facilities, or populations. In determining HPSA status, DHHS considers the recommendations of the
governor of each state and the extent to which individuals cannot obtain services because of a lack of
physicians, mental health practitioners, or dental services.

Medically Underserved Area (MUA)
An MUA may be either a rural or urban area in which residents may frequently encounter difficulty obtaining
medical care due to the lack of health care providers, facilities, and/or services. Designation as a medically
underserved area/population (MUA/P) is a prerequisite to grant awards to plan, develop, and operate a
community health center.

Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)
Pursuant to U.S. Code and Executive Order, the Federal Office of Management and Budget defines statistical
data collection areas for the United States. This edition of the Data Book uses two such definitions, Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA) and Non-metropolitan Statistical Area (Non-MSA). An MSA is defined as a Core Based
Statistical Area associated with at least one urbanized area that has a population of at least 50,000. The MSA
comprises the central county or counties containing the core, plus adjacent outlying counties having a high degree
of social and economic integration with the central county as measured through commuting (Federal Register,
65:249, p. 82238). Non-MSAs are all areas outside of the federally recognized MSAs.

Nine Nebraska counties are part of three MSAs: Lincoln MSA (Lancaster and Seward Counties), Omaha-
Council Bluffs MSA (Cass, Douglas, Sarpy, Saunders, and Washington Counties), and Sioux City MSA
(Dakota and Dixon Counties) (see Figure C.2). Dixon, Saunders, and Seward Counties were designated as
metropolitan in June 2003.



Nebraska Health Information Project 2003 Databook - 309

Geography

Micropolitan Statistical Area
In June 2003, the Office of Management and Budget created a new statistical area, the Micropolitan
Statistical Area (MicroSA). Though not used in this edition of the Databook, it is defined here to provide
users with an idea of new data collection formats that might be used in future editions.

A MicroSA is defined as a Core Based Statistical Area associated with at least one urban cluster that has a
population of at least 10,000 but less than 50,000. The MicroSA comprises the central county or counties
containing the core, plus adjacent outlying counties having a high degree of social and economic integration
with the central county as measured through commuting (Federal Register, 65:249l, p. 82238). Nebraska
has ten MicroSAs (see Figure C.3) composed of twenty counties, as follows:

Nebraska’s MicroSAs

Name of MicroSA Region Covered
Beatrice, NE Gage County
Columbus, NE Platte County
Fremont, NE Dodge County
Grand Island, NE Hall County, Howard County, Merrick County
Hastings, NE Adams County, Clay County
Kearney, NE Buffalo County, Kearney County
Lexington, NE Dawson County, Gosper County
Norfolk, NE Madison County, Pierce County, Stanton County
North Platte, NE Lincoln County, Logan County, McPherson County
Scottsbluff, NE Banner County, Scotts Bluff County
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Figure C.2 -- Counties, Health Planning Regions,
and Metropolitan Counties, Nebraska 2005

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2003.

Nebraska Health Planning Regions defined by Nebraska Health and Human Services System, 2001.

Cartography: Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.

Figure C.1 -- Health Service Areas, Nebraska 2005
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Figure C.3 -- Micropolitan Statistical Areas, Nebraska 2005

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2003.

Note: Adjacent counties with like shading constitute that city’s micropolitan area.

Cartography: Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research.
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